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The Spotlight this month is going to look a little bit different. Sound a little
bit different. By now, I’m sure you all know that I have resigned (I prefer the
term “retired”!) from my position as Mayor of Rowlett, effective the end of
this month. I am moving out of state to begin the next chapter of my life – I’ll
share more info regarding this on the following pages.
Recently, City Manager Brian Funderburk and I sat down and had a
conversation, allowing me to reflect upon my tenure on the City Council and
as Mayor. For my final Mayor’s Spotlight, I’d like to share some highlights of
that conversation with you, the citizens of Rowlett, who have so graciously
supported me throughout my years of service to this community.
It is my fervent hope that you will continue to stay engaged with your
community. Stay involved.
Let your voices be heard.
Run for office, join a Board
or Commission, or simply
volunteer. Rowlett is a reflection
of us all and I encourage you to
share your knowledge, skills,
and passion. YOU have the
power to help guide the future
of your community.

It has been an honor and privilege
to serve you, the citizens of Rowlett,
alongside this exemplary group, my
fellow members of the City Council.

Mayor Tammy Dana-Bashian
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Dana-Bashian
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Mayor Dana-Bashian has served on the Rowlett City Council since May 2013.
She served as Deputy Mayor Pro Tem from 2015-2016 and
Mayor Pro Tem from 2016-2017.
She has served as Mayor since August 2017.

What inspired you to run for City Council almost a decade ago?
Well, a commitment to serving was instilled in me by my father throughout my
childhood. He was incredibly influential in my life and a community servant in the
town where I grew up. Leading by example, he took me along with him everywhere
he went, and I saw him just do so much for the community and this imprinted upon me
the desire to get involved and serve any community I chose to make my home. As my
boys were growing up, I was involved in the schools through PTA and booster clubs.
I was very involved in my church and with the Boy Scouts. And then, I was driving
down Highway 66, taking my youngest son to baseball practice. He kept peppering
me with questions about how things worked for the city and how things worked for
the State, and how things worked nationally. And I got this bright idea. Let’s not just
tell him, let’s show him! And that’s where it all started.
You’ve been through several events that have changed the lives of
Rowlett citizens. You were serving as Deputy mayor Pro Tem in 2015
during the tornado, then as Mayor you guided the City through the
unprecedented winter weather event, along with the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.
What are the toughest and most rewarding things about serving as
Mayor during extreme events such as these?
Helping people, interacting with people, communing with people is hands down
easily the most rewarding thing I’ve experienced during my tenure. The tornado was
so traumatic. I would go home and couldn’t get to sleep. I experienced a little bit of
PTSD, like so many Rowlett residents and those who came out in droves to assist
them did. And I wasn’t even greatly affected. I just saw so much pain and suffering in
the community. So it was extremely rewarding during that time, to be able to lend a
hand and to see how this community came together.
The most challenging? You know, that’s an easy answer right now. It’s the politics.
City government, City business, is not supposed to be political. It should be
nonpartisan. And in this time and age, over the past few years, it’s really become a
difficult environment to in which to work. This is not exclusive to local government;
the political climate is affecting state and national government functions as well. We
are all experiencing the same challenges.

The impact of the 2015 tornado was devastating. 1,300 homes and businesses
were damaged, many of them irreparably. Many residents were without access
to their homes. In the days immediately following, you came to me and said,
“what can I do to help?” This resulted in you establishing and managing a
central location for assistance operations at the Rowlett Community Centre. A
place where residents could come to find assistance resources, information,
and news.
That was a very rewarding effort – organizing this central
location and ensuring our citizens knew where to go to get
help. And as they all came to the Community Centre, they all
had different needs. We had to quickly figure out how to get
resources and how to distribute those resources. One of the
most impactful takeaways from establishing and running this
operation is that the biggest need for our citizens who had no
access to their homes is new socks and underwear. Not used
socks and underwear, as so many kindly donated, new ones. So
that’s an interesting memory and one that still moves me. But
you know, just people walking into our Community Centre,
getting a few of their meet needs. But more importantly, we
were able to just sit down and hear their stories. It was very,
very important to simply spend time with people and listen to

their stories. This event was such a traumatic experience for so
many.
I’d also like to mention one other thing. During the 2021
extreme weather event, one of the most rewarding things for
me was going out into the community and helping residents
get their water turned off to their homes. Whitney Laning, and
Blake Margolis, two of my fellow Councilmembers who are,
very, very active in CERT, spearheaded that effort and I jumped
at the chance to come along. We spent a day in zero-degree
weather turning off water at the meters for residents without
power so that their pipes didn’t freeze and burst, and it was so
wonderful to be able to get to help them in that way.

Sapphire Bay, our billion-dollar mixed-use
development on Lake Ray Hubbard, is currently
under construction. Your tenacious leadership has
helped guide the development and its amenities,
ensuring Sapphire Bay will bring visitors from
around the country.
First and foremost, Sapphire Bay will increase and diversify
Rowlett’s tax base. We have long been largely a residential
community. There is an inherent risk involved with that
type of singular focus regarding the ability to provide the
infrastructure and services needed by a growing community. So,
diversification of our tax base is absolutely critical. Additionally,
just the increase in the tax base alone will help provide
immeasurable resources that we need as a community. And

Near and dear to your heart is honoring our
veteran population. To answer that need,
you established a veteran recognition
program and advocated for the creation
of the Veterans Resource and Outreach
Center. I know YOU don’t like the word,
but your actions will leave a lasting legacy
in Rowlett, not only with our veteran
community but with their families and
friends as well as other veterans far and
wide.

finally, one of the things that early in my tenure on the City
Council that I felt Rowlett needed was an identity other than
that of a bedroom community. Sapphire Bay really gives us
an opportunity to have a very distinctive identity, as well as
bringing in tourism dollars and adding many, many jobs to our
local economy.

I did a lot of soul searching when I was deciding whether to run for Mayor.
Once I was elected, I did a lot more soul searching about where I wanted to
help take this City. And the Veterans Recognition Program was a priority.
Developed in partnership with City staff and (at that time, Rowlett PD
Detention Officer) Brian Wilburn, this quarterly program provides a way
to honor and respect the contributions of our community’s veterans. Many
of them were getting up there in age, we’ve even recognized some World
War II veterans, and I did not want our community to miss out on the
opportunity to honor them. I just thought it was a great way to celebrate
our very, very best residents, those who have served us so well. I would
like to say a special thank you to Brian Wilburn for his tireless efforts to
honor and assist our veteran community.

Even outside of Rowlett city limits, you’ve been an advocate for our citizens. You’ve served as a member
of the Executive Board of the North Central Texas Council of Governments. You also served as treasurer
of the Dallas regional mobility coalition and attended the US Conference of Mayors, just to name a few
accomplishments. But your advocacy for Rowlett residents with the North Texas Municipal Water District
(NTMWD) stands as the highlight and one of the most impactful of your tenure. Where does our journey
towards more equitable water rates stand today?
“Journey” is the operative word here. We have been engaged in some of our own Rowlett residents! I’m a little frustrated that
this ‘battle’ for a long time and its certainly good news that we it’s taken this long to get to where we need to go - but we have
have made some progress! The NTMWD Take-or-Pay contract a path now. We can see what the end will look like, and it’s
is a very difficult issue for Rowlett, as well as for some of the absolutely positive for the City and the citizens of Rowlett. We
other cities served by the district. But we finally made some have gone from having one of the highest water rates in the
headway. And we finally had our voice heard. We accomplished district to coming in at the middle now. This is very important
this in part by creating an advocacy coalition with other cities for our community and very important for our citizens.
facing the same issue. Additionally, we had some help from
Something I have been so appreciative of, particularly since the Great Recession, is the kind of questions
you ask during the City’s annual budget process. They reflect the recognition that this isn’t just a
numbers exercise. This is a policy document. This is the Council guiding where our scarce resources
are allocated to meet the challenges faced by our community. You did such a fantastic job with that and
brought real strength to the Council.
Do you think your finance background helps you to guide the City through the budgeting process?
Oh, no doubt. Budgeting is a complex process for a city. Even in advance. Having said that, there is another component of
with a career in finance, I didn’t know municipal finance when the budgeting process that has been so rewarding to observe
I came on to the City Council. So, you helped me through that and participate in – the City Council Finance Committee. The
learning curve, which was so helpful. Bringing that finance Councilmembers on this committee really get up to speed
background to the table, I think the City Council has had on this process, even when they may not have that finance
somewhat of a comfort level knowing that I was involved in background. I’ve been very proud to serve with this group, who
the budget process because they see the kind of questions I ask, are so dedicated to providing the best financial stewardship of
and they see the detailed analysis that City staff has prepared our community’s tax dollars.
In 2019, the city council established the Rowlett Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Commission, which was
formed to enhance our community by celebrating and fostering mutual respect, integrity, and fairness for
all.

Why is this commission important to you and how are their activities are making a difference in Rowlett?
There’s no doubt that encouraging the formation and activities wants to go through. But it’s an important process. We all know
of the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Commission is probably what happened last summer when I did the Pride proclamation
one of my proudest accomplishments, they have done such and lit the water tower. So many residents came forward to
incredible work. I was extremely involved at the beginning, support us who had never felt like they were a part of this
but they’re running with it all themselves now! It’s been a community. And these actions helped them finally feel like they
maturation process, but it’s been really rewarding to see where were a part of this community. That was the most rewarding
they’ve come and where they want to go, and what a difference thing about that time, helping people feel seen and giving them
they’re making. With the quality work that they’re doing with a sense of belonging in their own hometown. I look forward to
diversity, equity, and inclusion - this community is changing. many, many more years of successful work by the RDEIC, and
And they’re helping our residents understand that. And it can be am certain that this community will continue to benefit from
painful. And it can be a process that not everybody necessarily their efforts.

If you could be remembered for one thing as Mayor of Rowlett, what would it be?
I think I represented all citizens of Rowlett and that I was able to help facilitate a voice for
citizens who felt they never had one before my tenure.
And I think that’s what I’d like to be remembered for.
What are some of the future challenges you see for this community?
Certainly, we have infrastructure challenges and tax base this beautiful community that so many love and want to retain
challenges, but those are answerable challenges. I think the all the best small-town parts of that community. When we’re
biggest challenge today is no different than the challenges this in the moment, we think this has got to be the most difficult
community has faced for decades. Growing pains - maintaining time for Rowlett. But Rowlett has faced many growth-related
our culture in a high-growth environment is difficult. It’s challenges and has and come out ahead on the other side. So
growth in the DFW metroplex, it’s being a suburb so close to currently, I feel that our biggest challenge is being able to grow
Dallas that we get that growth, but we have a need and a desire and grow at a pace that is manageable. At a pace that doesn’t
to not necessarily change as fast as the changing environment alienate our current residents and doesn’t cause us to lose the
around us. And so, you get that tug-of-war wherein we must character of our community. And that’s why we work so hard to
evolve, we must be available to meet the times, but we have make sure we retain the hometown feel in Rowlett.
You’ve left a lasting legacy of exemplary leadership, individual involvement,
community growth and economic development progress in Rowlett.
What does the future hold for you? What is your next step?
As I’ve shared on p.1, I have tendered my resignation. I’m going to say that differently. I have
announced my retirement two months early, I have bought a residence in a resort retirement
community in Arizona and am relocating. I almost made it all the way to May, but I will miss
the last four City Council meetings during my tenure as Mayor. As of the end of February, I
will no longer have Rowlett residence so I must resign/retire because one must have a Rowlett
residence to serve as Mayor or on the City Council. I’m going to stay in touch, but I’m going
to do something that I’ve always dreamed of - I’m going to go play the rest of my life. It was
shortly after my mother died and my husband died when I ran for my second term as Mayor. At
that time, I needed to take the next two or three years to heal and serve this City. And figure out
my next stage of life. And my next stage of life is going to involve playing a lot of pickleball,
playing a lot of golf, spending time with my grandchildren, hanging out with the rest of the
retirees in my new retirement community, and hopefully enjoying the rest of my life.

“

In closing...
I’m going to miss this community so much, but I’ll be watching and keeping up with Rowlett.
Together, we have built a strong foundation, and I’m really looking forward to how this community
builds upon that foundation. And, I’d better be the first one to jump in when the Sapphire Bay
fountain is completed!
To my fellow City Councilmembers - it’s been quite a ride and I’m so proud to have served
alongside all of you. We’ve had a lot of stability in the City Council during my tenure and we’ve
developed great working relationships. You only want one thing: what’s best for Rowlett, and you
work tirelessly for our residents.
Finally, I would like to say thank you to you – the citizens of Rowlett. You have provided friendship
and support for so many years. There is a lot of trauma and stress in our world right now. And this
is very understandable. I hope and pray for grace in our community as we move forward.
Take care of yourselves and each other, Rowlett.
Tammy Dana-Bashian

“

