Adopted: February 20th, 2018

Letter From the Mayor
Dear Friends,
It is my pleasure to present the City of Rowlett’s 2018 Parks, Recreation, Trail Master Plan. This
master plan provides long-range guidance for our City on park utilization, park redevelopment,
potential future park space, operations management, revenue sources and maintenance plans. As
with our parks system, this plan’s development was supported by our outstanding citizen partner
organization, the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. This document would not have been possible
without the contributions of you, the citizens of Rowlett, through participation by your Park’s Board
representatives, your input during the Master Plan open house, and your responses to the Parks
Master Plan Survey. I especially want to highlight the support to our parks system and the development
of this plan by our hardworking members of the Rowlett Parks and Recreation Department for their
leadership on this effort!
Having raised my family in Rowlett, I have long treasured our City’s parks and recreation resources.
I hear from people throughout Rowlett who hold the same appreciation for our parks, green spaces,
Community Centre, Wet Zone Waterpark, athletic facilities, and recreation programs— all described
in detail in this 2018 Parks, Recreation, Trail Master Plan. Recreation and park facilities and programs
promote neighborliness and social inclusion by providing a venue for special events and daily
interaction. These spaces and places are anchors in the community they serve, creating a destination
for visitors and residents alike. In many ways, our City’s health is reflected in the health of our parks
system!
So thank you to the Parks and Recreation staff who work tirelessly to keep our parks clean, our facilities
welcoming and safe, and our programs vibrant and relevant; and to those who mentor our youth,
provide social and recreational connections for our seniors, and help our families to make lasting
memories. Most importantly, thank you to the citizens of Rowlett who participate in the planning for
our great community!

Mayor Tammy Dana-Bashian

4

CITY OF ROWLETT

Acknowledgments
City Council

Tammy Dana-Bashian - Mayor
Robert Blake Margolis - Place 1
Brownie Sherrill - Place 2
Matt Grubisich - Place 3
Debby Bobbitt - Place 4
Pamela Bell - Place 5
Martha Brown - Place 6

Parks and Recreation Board
E.C. Umberger III - Regular Member, Chair
Mike DeLatte- Regular Member, Vice Chair
Bernadette Hagmeier - Regular Member
Gregory Craig - Regular Member
Dolores Henning - Regular Member
Ken Romaine - Regular Member
Nancy DeVelde - Regular Member
Alan Hogan - Regular Member
Lonnie Cornwell - Regular Member
Sean McGrew - Alternate Member
Diana Moore - Alternate Member
Donna Ferguson - Alternate Member

City Staff

Brian Funderburk - City Manager
Angie Smith - Director of Parks and Recreation
Aaron Cleaver - Parks and Recreation Business Manager
Richard Harris - Parks and Recreation Operations Manager

Consultant Team

Brad Moulton, ASLA - la terra studio - Project Lead
Michael Black, ASLA - la terra studio - CEO
Kris Brown - CLARB, ASLA, ISA - President
Jeff Slater - la terra studio - Project Planner
Abra Nusser - Ideation Planning

CITY OF ROWLETT

5

TABLE OF CONTENTS

01 INTRODUCTION.....................................................................9
02 PARKS AND COMMUNITY GATHERING SPACES......................26
03 TRAILS AND PATHWAYS........................................................53
04 RECREATION AND PROGRAMMING....................................85
05 IMPLEMENTATION..............................................................91
06 APPENDIX..........................................................................105

CITY OF ROWLETT

7

INTRODUCTION

01

Introduction
Rowlett is a growing city with community members wish to be
more connected by trails of multiple types and to have a stronger
relationship with one of its biggest assets, Lake Ray Hubbard. This
Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and Trails Master Plan includes bold
steps with an economic development lens to make these goals
a reality. Rowlett has the opportunity to provide a destinationcentered parks and recreation system that showcases the city’s
character and provides for healthy and fun lifestyles.
The community has a strong level of satisfaction with the parks
and recreation amenities that are currently provided, but there is
a desire for the parks and recreation system to grow and evolve, in
addition to improving and maintaining existing assets. Rowlett has
an innovative and diverse array of offerings, and this action-packed
Plan provides a fresh approach to take the system to the next level
while accommodating continued growth and development.
Purpose:
The City of Rowlett is the primary governmental entity that provides
recreational facilities for community members in Rowlett. Ancillary
recreational facilities are provided by the State of Texas through the
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD), Garland ISD, Rockwall
ISD, Dallas County, Rockwall County, and various homeowners
associations within the community. This Plan follows the general
guidelines for local park master plans established by TPWD, but
those guidelines do not address recreation specifically and this Plan
does. This document is also intended to meet the requirements
of the Department of Interior for the Urban Parks and Recreation
Recovery Program.
Per planning requirements issued by the TPWD, the Parks,
Recreation, Open Space, and Trails Master Plan should be updated
after a five-year period or before if any major developments occur
that significantly alter the needs of the city to remain eligible for
the project priority program for TPWD grant funding. It has been
approximately seven years since the last update, and Rowlett has
undergone major development in that timeframe. This 2017 Parks,
Recreation, Open Space, and Trails Master Plan serves as an entirely
new Plan.
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Last but not least, this Plan serves as a component to implement the
vision of the City’s comprehensive plan. The comprehensive plan
takes a big-picture glimpse of the community’s needs and provides
high-level recommendations to address them, but this Plan takes the
subject of parks, recreation, trails, and open space and develops a
more focused action plan to evolve the City’s parks and recreation
system specifically.
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Plan Development Process

The planning process for the Parks, Recreation, Open Space, and
Trails Master Plan began in early 2017. From then, a series of
interactive meetings were held to gather feedback and provide
direction to the Plan. In general, the main objectives of this
update process were as follows:
•
•
•
•

Assess and analyze existing parks and recreation-related
topics and conditions
Evaluate existing goals and strategies for accomplishments
and future relevancy
Establish an updated approach to the parks and recreation
system’s growth and improvement
Listen to and collaborate with the community to determine
an updated list of needs and desires relating to parks,
recreation, and open space
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Engagement and Feedback:
A survey was made accessible to citizens through Rowlett’s
website. The responses yielded valuable information to assist in the
development of this Master Plan.
Survey Analysis
•

The survey gathered 180 respondents over the course of 6
weeks.

•

Over half of respondents were between the ages of 46 and
65. The survey had a good distribution of respondent ages
overall.

•

67 percent of respondents were female. The difference
in gender response rate could be due to word of mouth
for this particular effort reaching more women than men.
Typically online surveys are free of gender bias due to their
availability to everyone, but in this case, there may be a skew
toward female responses due to the significant difference in
respondent gender percentages.

•

Over half of respondents did not have any children under the
age of 19 in their home.

•

Over 57 percent of respondents had been a resident of
Rowlett for less than three years. This is representative of a
growing city. Typically residents who are new to a city have
higher expectations for new amenities than long standing
residents.

•

Almost half of respondents use a City park or recreation
facility at least once a week. Approximately one third of
respondents use one at least once per month.

•

The following three reasons were the top responses for why
the respondent or their family utilize the City’s park and
recreation facilities:
1. Children’s recreation (52%)
2. Adult recreation (48%)
3. Senior recreation (33%)
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•

Respondents typically visit Kenwood Heights Park (28%),
Isaac Scruggs Park (25%), and Katy Railroad Park (15%) most
often. All three of these parks are neighborhood parks, and
the rate of utilization likely reflects proximity to respondent
homes. Typically, there would be a higher rate of at least one
community- or regional-scaled park, such as Pecan Grove
Park or Herfurth Park. The lack of utilization rate of the
community or regional-scaled parks represents a potential
need for additional improvements to improved major parks
and recreation destinations.

•

The following adult outdoor recreation activities received the
most responses for participation by the respondents or their
families within the past year:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

•

The following children’s outdoor recreation activities received
the most responses for participation by the respondents’
children or their families within the past year:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

•

Walking, running, strolling, rollerblading/skating (73%)
Special events (concert, festival) (39%)
Picnicking (39%)
Fishing/boating (32%)
Bicycling (road) (25%)
Swimming/diving (24%)

Walking, running, strolling, rollerblading/skating (46%)
Special events (concert, festival) (28%)
Picnicking (27%)
None (27%)
Swimming/diving (22%)
Fishing/boating (19%)
Field sports (soccer, football) (18%)
Watching outdoor sports activities in person (18%)

The following adult indoor recreation activities received the
most responses for participation by the respondents or their
families within the past year:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Cardio training/workout (36%)
Exercise classes (34%)
None (33%)
Yoga/aerobics (23%)
Bowling (22%)
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Based on the responses, the most popular adult indoor recreation
activities center on fitness. Of note, in responses were a third
of respondents reporting not participating in any adult indoor
recreation within the past year. With the heat present for
approximately a third of the year in the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex,
the lack of participation in indoor recreation by adults likely
represents a lack of convenient options that interest them.
In a different but directly related survey question, the highest
priority among respondents for park and recreation expenditures,
recognizing limited funding available, was to “develop new indoor
recreation opportunities (e.g. recreation center, indoor swimming).”
Although outdoor opportunities and activities, such as trails and
renovations to existing parks, were important to respondents, new
indoor recreation opportunities were most important (first or second
priority out of six priorities) for approximately half of respondents.
•

The following children’s indoor recreation activities received
the most responses for participation by the respondents’
children or their families within the past year:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

None (56%)
Swimming/diving (13%)
Bowling (13%)
Watching games/spectator (13%)
Gymnastics/tumbling/cheerleading (12%)

Considering over half of respondents did not have any children under
the age of 19 in their home, the 56 percent having no involvement
with children’s indoor recreation activities is not abnormal.
•

Approximately 84 percent of respondents utilize the City’s
trail system, which is a very high rate of utilization. The top
reasons for utilization of the City’s trail system were the
following:
1.
2.
3.
4.

•
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Exercise (e.g. running, walking, bicycling, skating) (71%)
Leisure (e.g. strolling) (54%)
Communing with nature (32%)
I/we do not use the City’s trail system (16%)

Most respondents reported being satisfied or very satisfied
with recreational activities provided by the City across all
age groups. Each age group did contain a small percentage
of respondents who reported being dissatisfied or very
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dissatisfied with recreational activities provided in each age
group which typically represent avid users of the activities in
that age bracket. There were significant levels of neutrality in
satisfaction of each age group, which can represent not being
in that age group and/or not being aware of the offerings in
each age group.
•

Approximately half of respondents reported they were
satisfied or very satisfied with the quality of maintenance
of Rowlett park and recreation facilities. However, 28
percent, of respondents reported they were dissatisfied
or very dissatisfied with the quality of maintenance. 20
percent of respondents indicated a mid-rating. These
responses in levels of satisfaction are low and reflect
some areas of opportunity in terms of maintenance of
park and recreation facilities. Written comments relating
to maintenance relate to poor maintenance of Wet Zone
(especially its restrooms), poor maintenance of the disc golf
area(s), and poor maintenance of the Community Center
and its exercise equipment, but one written comment stated
that “Rowlett has the best parks and maintenance of any city
where [they] have lived.”

•

Approximately 47 percent of respondents reported being
satisfied or very satisfied with the recreational programming
provided by the City. 29 percent of respondents reported
a mid-rating of satisfaction. Approximately 24 percent of
respondents reported being dissatisfied or very dissatisfied
with the recreational programming provided by the City.
Written comments relating to recreational programming
relate to issues with limited space (in participation and area)
for SAIL and PACE classes; recreation center high cost, lack of
space, need for training of staff, and lack of senior activities;
and need for more information regarding recreation activities
on the City website.

•

Respondents provided the following top reasons for what
prevents them from participating or using the parks or
programs offered by the City:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Don’t know where all the parks/trails are (17%)
Don’t know what programs are available (13%)
Lack of options (13%)
Lack of time (13%)

CITY OF ROWLETT
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The responses to this question, paired with the responses in some
other areas, reflects the need to improve content and presentation
on the City’s website and social media regarding the City’s facilities
and programming.
•

When choosing to participate in a recreation activity, the
following criteria are most important to the respondents’
household:
1.
2.
3.
4.

•

Over half of respondents (56%) see the need for additional
parkland in Rowlett, and 29 percent responded “Maybe.”
The top responses for the purpose of additional parkland are
the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

•

Ease of access (36%)
Convenience of time (23%)
Quality of facility (21%)
Location (18%)

More park area devoted to lake front
Dog park(s) and associated amenities
Recreation facilities (pools, trails, courts, etc.)
Green space/open space
Nature preservation

A significant majority of respondents (52% yes, 38% maybe)
see the potential need for additional greenbelts/hike and
bike trails in Rowlett. A sampling of responses for the
location of new greenbelts or trails are the following:
1. Around the lake
2. Environmental Learning Center property on Chiesa Road
3. Rowlett Park & Ride/DART Rail Station to the Community
Center
4. Along/in floodplain areas
5. To and from Bayside
6. Connections to Community Park from surrounding
neighborhoods
7. Muddy Creek Greenbelt
8. Lakes of Springfield to Rowlett Community Park
9. Library to Main Street
10. Across Miller Road and Highway 66 over the lake
11. Rowlett Creek to Pecan Grove area
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Throughout the survey and planning process, many locations of trails
have been suggested, and it is clear that trails are very important to
residents of and visitors to Rowlett. All feedback has been considered
for the creation of the Trail Plan.
•

Recognizing limited funding available, the following ranking
of park and recreation expenditures were the highest priority
for respondents:
1. Develop new indoor recreation opportunities (e.g.
recreation center, indoor swimming)
2. Restore and preserve natural areas
3. Renovate and upgrade existing parks
4. Develop new outdoor recreation opportunities (e.g.
athletic fields, trails)
5. Parkland acquisition
6. Develop new neighborhood parks

CITY OF ROWLETT
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Of note, however, is that the top scoring number one priority,
“Develop new indoor recreation opportunities,” also received one
vote shy of the next six priority responses. This reflects a “love-hate”
dynamic with this expenditure in that it is very important to some
people (69 first priority votes) and least important to approximately
half as many people (36 sixth priority votes).
•

Recognizing limited funding available, the following park and
recreation facilities were selected to be added in the City of
Rowlett:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Hike and bike trails, soft surface (nature trail) (41%)
Indoor recreation center/aquatic center (41%)
Splashpads (sprayground) (40%)
Natural area preservation (37%)
Dog park (37%)
Picnic facilities (tables, pavilions) (36%)
Hike and bike trails, hard surface (33%)
Playgrounds (31%)

•

In terms of preferred trail surface, over 60 percent of
respondents either have no trail surface preference or prefer
a combination of gravel/natural and hard surface trails.

•

42 percent of respondents use social media the most as a
source for information on recreational activities. Following
social media is the City website at 23 percent and emails or
email newsletters at 18 percent. These three methods of
online communication make up approximately 83 percent
of the source where respondents get information on
recreational activities.

Preference for receiving information related to parks and recreation
activities and programs in Rowlett were related but show a key
finding with 74 percent social media, 63 percent emails or email
newsletters, and 59 percent City website preferred. The key
finding points to a potential desire of respondents to receive more
information through online sources than they currently get. For
example, 42 percent of respondents use social media to get their
parks and recreation information, but 74 percent of respondents
prefer to get their information through social media—this represents
an unmet need to provide more information on social media that
is strategic and communicates to respondents regarding parks and
recreation offerings and activities.
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Meeting Feedback Analysis:
Ideas and discussions at the April 12, 2017 Park Board meeting and
the May 18, 2017 public meeting are summarized below:
Participants were asked to list the “Likes” and the “Wants” of their
community and the Parks and Recreation System.
Strengths/ “Likes”:
1. There was a wide variation of responses for this category,
which could be interpreted in many ways. In this case, it
appears to represent an overall lack of branding, marketing,
and communication to end users/residents regarding the
parks and recreation system and what it has to offer.
2. Certain existing parks, trails, and the recreation center were
all listed as strengths of the current parks and recreation
system.
3. Pecan Grove, Kids Kingdom, and Wet Zone were the parks
most mentioned in the strengths feedback.
4. Pickleball and the Rowlett Community Centre are strengths of
the recreation system.
5. Trees, shade, nature, and green spaces are consistently
important to end users.
Top Likes
Pecan Grove Park & Trails
Trails
Kids Kingdom
Recreation Centre
Trees/Shade
Wet Zone
Community Park
Nature Trail/Woods
Open/Green Spaces
Pickleball

Count
5
5
4
3
3
3
2
2
2
2

* All feedback has been utilized for the plan - not just top counts.
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Opportunities/ “Wants”:
1. Trails were the most cited “want” of the Parks and Recreation
System. This category includes desires for longer trails, trail
amenities (such as water fountains, restrooms, trailheads
and maps), and for trails to make connections between
destinations (such as parks, transit stops, neighborhoods, and
special areas).
2. While the existing parks and trails are strengths of the
community, residents also listed improvements, such as
additional bathrooms, shade, signage, and safety measures
for existing parks and trails. Some participants also wanted
more variety in the sports fields constructed.
3. Niche/non-Traditional parks were a highly cited opportunity
for the Parks and Recreation System. Niche parks like skate
parks, dog parks, pickleball courts, and nature-focused parks/
centers were listed in the feedback.
Top Wants
Trails/Connections/Water Trails
Dog-Related Parks/Trails
Bike Facilities/Trails/Lanes
Nature/Environmental Parks/Trails (Including
Educational)
Pickleball Courts (Indoor and Outdoor) and Lighting
Boat/Kayak Related Facilities/Amenities
Park and Trail Amenities (E.g. Water Fountains, Picnic
Tables, Seating, Restrooms, etc.)
More Public Art
Skate Park
More Covered Spaces/Shade
Soccer Fields
Improved Lake Access
Improved Signage/Wayfinding (Including Educational)
Outdoor Entertainment/Concerts
Tennis Center/Courts
Water/Splash Related Parks/Amenities/Expansions
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Count
42
19
17
14
11
9
9
8
8
5
5
4
3
3
3
3
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City Collaboration:
A meeting between the Parks and Recreation Department and
Rowlett’s Parks Advisory Board was held on November 8, 2017. This
review session assisted in fine-tuning this Master Plan. It is with all
this cooperation and information gathered that this document is
able to succeed. This development process allows the collaborative
efforts mentioned to achieve a successful update to the Rowlett
Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan.
Parks and Recreation System Vision
Realize Rowlett 2020, Rowlett’s Comprehensive Plan, establishes a
strong vision for the future of Rowlett. In that vision, it discusses the
future of the parks and recreation system stating that “Rowlett will
become a community of the lake, not just on the lake. Existing active
water activities on Lake Ray Hubbard will be enhanced with lower
intensity activities such as birding and kayaking. The community will
be connected by high and low intensity recreational trails, as well
as water taxis and trolleys that make it easy to reach recreation and
entertainment.” The vision is complemented by a market analysis
that cited the following as assets which poise the city for growth:
transit improvements, waterfront amenities, a healthy quality of life,
and policy and financing commitments to the same.
Realize Rowlett 2020 set the foundation for the waterways
in Rowlett, including Lake Ray Hubbard and Muddy Creek, to
be utilized as potential transportation options, connections,
recreation opportunities, destinations, ecotourism areas, aesthetic
contributors, and amenities. The comprehensive plan and its
associated amendments also provide concepts that have led to a
new hierarchy of parks and recreation destinations and connections
as detailed in this Parks and Recreation Master Plan that include
seven Primary Destinations, two types of Secondary Destinations,
and four types of Connections (see Chapter 2).
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Vision:
Rowlett is a lakefront city of connected Parks and Recreation
destinations, showcasing the character of Rowlett and
providing opportunities for healthy and fun living.
Community Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Destinations:
•
City Center at Herfurth Park
•
Rowlett Nature Preserve
•
Signature Recreation District
•
Signature Gateway
•
Scenic Point Park
•
Lakeside Park
•
Bayside
Neighborhood PROS Destinations:
•
Pocket Plazas
•
Pocket Parks
Special Use PROS Connections:
•
Sidewalks
•
Multi-Use Trails
•
Paddling Trails
•
Regional Veloweb
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PARKS AND
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02

PARKS AND COMMUNITY
GATHERING SPACES

Parks and Community Gathering Spaces
Rowlett has high quality parks and community gathering spaces,
and the community is interested in expanding the city’s parkland.
As the city continues to develop and grow, it will be imperative to
reserve space through acquisition and requirements from private
developments for additional parkland consistent with the strategies
set forth in this Plan.
The Rowlett Parks and Recreation Department manages and
maintains approximately 807 acres of parkland, nature preserve, and
City grounds. Developed facilities include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Herfurth Park
Isaac Scruggs Park
Katy Railroad Park
Kenwood Heights Park
Lakes of Springfield Park
Lakeside Park
Paddle Point Park
Pecan Grove Park
Kids Kingdom
Wet Zone Waterpark
Rowlett Community Centre
Rowlett Community Park
Rowlett Nature Trail
Scenic Point Park
Shorewood Park
Twin Star Park
Veterans Park

This chapter will focus on the parks and open spaces in Rowlett.
Trails and Sidewalks and Recreation and Programming are discussed
in, subsequent chapters in the Plan. A goal with policies and
associated actions for Parks and Open Space are detailed below.

28

CITY OF ROWLETT

2 - Parks And Community Gathering Spaces
Accomplishments
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Scenic Point Park – Phase 1
Katy Railroad Park – Phase 1
Rowlett Community Park Improvements – 2018 Bond
Rowlett Community Centre Improvements – 2016 Bond
Lakeside Park Improvements – 2016 Bond
Veterans Park Improvements – 2018 Bond
Wet Zone Water Park Improvements – 2016 Bond
Kid’s Kingdom Replacement – 2016 Bond
Scenic Point Park – Phase 2
Coyle House Utilization Plan – Spring 2016

Needs Assessment
The planning process for the Parks and Recreation Master Plan
identified common themes that relate to the topic of parks and open
spaces. The following list represents the updated needs, generally, as
assessed in the community engagement for this planning effort:
•

Expand the City’s parkland area by focusing on underserved
parks and recreation areas

•

Expand the City’s parkland area by partnering with developers
and other individuals and groups

•

Evolve the City’s parks and recreation areas into
branded destinations that can be marketed and thereby
communicated to residents and visitors in ways that create a
branded sense of place

•

Ensure maintaining existing parks and recreation facilities,
including providing a minimum set of improvements, is a
higher priority than developing new parks and recreation
amenities and areas

CITY OF ROWLETT
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Standards
In order to evaluate the parks, recreation, and open space facilities
provided for the City’s residents, a set of standards and criteria was
used to develop a Level of Service (LOS) for the system. For the
purpose of this planning effort the parks in Rowlett were categorized
and classified based on park design concepts and standards
identified by the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA):
• Neighborhood Parks
• Community Parks
• Natural Areas and / or Open Space
• Special Use Parks
Park Type
Neighborhood Parks
Community Parks
Natural Area/ Special Use Parks
Green Belts

Existing LOS
122.64 Acres
397.7 Acres
273 Acres
14.39 Acres

Neighborhood Parks
The Neighborhood Park remains the basic unit of the park
system and serves as the recreational and social focus of the
neighborhood. Generally designed with a focus on informal active
and passive recreation that serves neighborhood recreation needs,
area is provided for recreational activities such as field games, court
games, picnicking, and playground areas. Many neighborhood parks
may also contain athletic fields that are used by community athletic
organizations, thus serving the community as a whole. Safe and
convenient pedestrian access (sidewalks or hike-and-bike trails) is
important to a neighborhood park location.

30

NRPA Recommended LOS
2017 Population Estimate
2017 Target LOS
2017 Provided LOS

1.5 Acres for every 1000 residents
60,219
90.32 Acres
122.64 Acres

2030 Population Projection
2030 Projected Target LOS

70,000 (1.25% annual growth) * ESRI)
105 Acres
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2 - Parks And Community Gathering Spaces
Community Parks
A Community Park is a large and much more versatile type of park
developed to serve the community. These parks can be oriented to
provide both active and passive recreational facilities for all ages.
A community park can serve several neighborhood areas and can
typically be conveniently accessed by automobile.
NRPA Recommended LOS
5 Acres for every 1000 residents
2017 Population Estimate
60,219
2017 Target LOS
302 Acres
2017 Provided LOS
397.7 Acres
2030 Population Projection
2030 Projected Target LOS

70,000 (1.25% annual growth) *
ESRI)
350 Acres

Natural / Open Space
These areas are natural and are generally left undisturbed but are
not necessarily characterized as land preservations. No organized,
active recreational uses are usually accommodated in these areas;
they are primarily intended for passive recreational use.
NRPA Recommended LOS
2017 Population Estimate
2017 Target LOS
2017 Provided LOS

1.5 Acres for every 1000 residents
60,219
180.6 Acres
273 Acres

2030 Population Projection
2030 Projected Target LOS

70,000 (1.25% annual growth * ESRI)
210 Acres

Special Use Parks
Special Use Parks cover a broad range of specialized park and
recreation facilities, often with a single major use. Golf courses,
historical sites, community center sites, theme parks, water parks,
and other special use facilities fall into this category. These parks
may also include neighborhood or community park elements but
with amenities that have a regional appeal to visitors from outside
the boundaries of the city.
Because special use parks vary by size and type from city to city,
there is not a specific recommended level of service.

CITY OF ROWLETT
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Inventory

The department manages and maintains 807 acres of park
land, nature preserves, and all city grounds. Facilities
include the Rowlett Community Centre.
The map to the right documents the current parks and open spaces
in Rowlett. A detailed inventory of each park is located in the
appendix of this master plan.

Developed Parks
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
13
14

Park:
Herfurth Park
Isaac Scruggs Park
Katy Railroad Park
Kenwood Heights Park
Lakeside Park
Paddle Point Park
Pecan Grove Park
Rowlett Community Park
Shorewood Park
Lakes of Springfield Park
Twin Star Park
Veterans Park
Schrade Bluebonnet Park
Scenic Point Park
Rowlett Nature Trail Park

Classification:
Size (Acres)
Community Park
24
Neighborhood Park
5.5
Neighborhood Park
16
Neighborhood Park
3.6
Neighborhood Park
11.08
Neighborhood Park
1.4
Community Park
27
Community Park
137
Neighborhood Park
14
Community Park
117
Neighborhood Park
4.18
Neighborhood Park
0.54
Neighborhood Park
4.9
Community Park
4.93
Natural Area/Open Space
-

Undeveloped Parks
1
2
3
4
5
7
8
1
2
32

Park:
Cedar Bridge Park
Columbia Park
Environmental Learning Center
Mayors Park
Muddy Creek Nature Preserve
R. Arnold Edwards Park
Sunset Park
Greenbelt:
Highland Meadows
Lake Highland
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Classification:
Size (Acres)
Neighborhood Park
4.4
Neighborhood Park
3.8
Neighborhood Park
4
Neighborhood Park
5
Natural Area/Open Space
268.30
Neighborhood Park
8
Neighborhood Park
6
Open Space
Open Space

4.2
10.43
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Service Area Map

The map on the following page illustrates the service areas for
Neighborhood and Community Parks, found within the Rowlett
Parks System. Service areas are consistent with the guidelines
established by the National Recreation and Park Association.
The Special Use Parks and Facilities do not have defined service areas
as they are considered to offer amenities and services that appeal
to the entire resident population of the District. In some cases, the
actual service area of any park may be larger if the park includes
amenities of regional appeal. Smaller service areas are also possible
where major roadways act as barriers to park access. The general
service areas identified are as follows:
• Neighborhood Park - 1/4 Mile (5 Minute Walk)
• Community Park - Up to 3 Miles
Areas that fall outside of the pedestrian shed analysis are considered
to be undeserved areas of the city. Residents that live in these
areas are more than a five-minute walk away from a City park. This
does not mean there are not other providers of open space and
recreational amenities in these areas. Some school campus and
HOAs are providing for these areas. Although this still benefits the
general public, these areas may not be open to the general public as
a park would.
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Sports Field Analysis

The City of Rowlett is the primary provider of most athletic fields for
not only Parks and Recreation programs but also for the youth and
adult sports associations that are recognized by the City.
The following is an inventory of the existing athletic fields that the
City owns, maintains or, schedules for field sports activities including
practices, games, and tournaments.
Current Athletic Fields Inventory: The City and County does not
currently classify its fields into categories but rather schedules and
assigns use based on the appropriateness of the field for games,
practices, or both. For this inventory, fields will be classified as
diamond fields or rectangular fields.
Diamond Fields
Park/ Location
City Fields
Herfurth Park
Rowlett Community Park
Lakes of Springfield Park
Shorewood Park
Sub Total
School District Fields
Rowlett High School
Sub Total
Total Diamond Fields
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Number of Fields
4
10
1
1
16

2
2
18

* Exclusive High School Use Only

2 - Parks And Community Gathering Spaces
Rectangular Fields
Park/ Location
City Fields
Rowlett Community Park
Lakes of Springfield Park

Katy Railroad Park
Main Street (Pecan Grove)
Sub Total

* Exclusive High School Use Only

School District Fields
Rowlett High School

Coyle Middle School
Dorsey Elementary
Back Elementary
Liberty Grove Elementary
Keeley Elementary
Vernon Schrade Middle School
Steadham Elementary School
Pearson Elementary School
Cullins Lake Point Elementary School
Herfurth Elementary
Rowlett Elementary School
Stephens Elementary School
Sub Total
Total Rectangular Fields

Number of
Fields
12
3
2

Open Areas

1

1
18

1

5
1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

6
24

12
13
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Current and Future Field Demands

Utilizing the information gathered from the demographic summary,
plus the analysis of existing fields and the input from the various
stakeholders and user groups, the following summarizes the current
and future field demands.
Trends
The City of Rowlett is in a similar situation as most cities in the
United States where the demand for youth athletic fields is greater
than the supply. However, the demand for fields tends to peak in
the spring and early summer for diamond fields and in the fall for
rectangular fields (football and soccer competing for the same
fields). There are virtually no communities that have more developed
athletic fields than they can schedule and use.
Sports field development is trending to more “multi-purpose” field
types, where space is limited, areas are not reserved for only one
sport. The way a field area can be engineered and designed can
lend to more multi-purpose use by paying close attention to light
placement, grading and drainage, and sun angles. Multiple sports
such as lacrosse, soccer, football, cricket, and ultimate frisbee can all
be played on multipurpose field types.
Standards
There is no actual standard but many communities use a range of
one diamond field and, rectangular field per 2,000 to as much as
6,000 of population. With this ratio, the City of Rowlett sits in the
middle with a ratio of 1 diamond field per 3,100 of population and
1 rectangular field per 2,952 of population (counting only organized
fields and not open areas) based on a 2017 City population of
approximately 62,000.
In most communities the primary concern is finding enough
locations for youth field sports teams to practice more than it is
having enough game fields.
Recommendations
Moving forward it is a recommendation of this Plan that the City of
Rowlett conduct an in-depth Athletic Field Use and Demand Study
with thorough user group participation. This study will go beyond
the scope of this Plan and should explore current utilization rates,
potential growth, tournament potentials, and financial implications
of sports field development.
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Future study should consider and further develop recommendations
on the following:
•
•
•

Sports field design and maintenance standards
Relocation of fields at Herfurth park as new Downtown Park
concept is realized
Development of clear and open areas available for team
practices (potential partnerships with school, church, and
third-party sites)

Athletic Fields
• Improve existing fields – The top priority should be to
improve the condition of the existing athletic fields in the City
of Rowlett. Although many of the fields are in exceptional
shape, it should be noted that field rejuvenation should be
included on a regular Capital Improvement Project schedule.
•

School District Open Space- These open spaces may be the
most critical to allow for additional area for practice space
as well as some younger age-group game play. Typically,
the conditions of these open areas are not to the standard
of general sport field play. To develop these areas to an
acceptable playable condition may require the City to work
with the School District to fund capital improvements and
assist with maintenance.

•

New Planned Fields- As stated previously, The City of Rowlett
does not currently suffer from a deficit of playing fields as
current demands are being met for game play. Practice field
availability has become an issue and can be addressed with
the organization and identification of areas throughout the
city acceptable for future development of additional fields.

The followings areas have been identified as potential diamond
and rectangle field development areas.
• Shorewood Park
• Springfield Park
• Rowlett Community Park
• Twin Star Park
• Sunset Park
When possible, new fields should be developed as multi-purpose
fields to accommodate the most potential user groups.

CITY OF ROWLETT
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Strategies

Goal: To create a destination-centered
Parks System complemented by high quality
maintenance and amenities.
Policy: Expand the City’s parkland area by focusing on underserved
parks and recreation areas.
•

Action: Provide a park within walking distance of all
homes in the city.

•

Action: Acquire parkland in areas of the city with
significant parkland needs.

•

Action: Identify, purchase if necessary, and preserve
unique natural and open space areas, habitat, and plant
and wildlife within the community.

Policy: Expand the City’s parkland area by partnering with
developers and other individuals and groups.
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•

Action: Encourage the preservation of open space by
individuals, companies, non-profits, and public agencies
to enhance the livability, aesthetic value, and natural
beauty of the city.

•

Action: Require improved and activated parkland from
new development through revised zoning regulations and
through discretionary zoning requests by developers.

•

Action: As Bayside and other areas continue to develop,
ensure that connections and access to the beach
are provided with access easements and applicable
wayfinding and on-site signage where feasible.

CITY OF ROWLETT
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Policy: Evolve the City’s parks and recreation areas into branded
destinations that can be marketed and thereby communicated to
residents and visitors in ways that create a branded sense of place.
The City’s branded destinations can generally be classified as major
and minor. Major destinations are those that currently are or have
the potential to be regional and/or community-wide attractions
and amenities. People within the city and in cities within the
greater Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex will view these destinations
as somewhere they would be willing to travel a moderate amount
of time to visit. These major destinations should be viewed as an
economic development showcase of Rowlett’s excellent quality of
life. When branded, the community can have the opportunity to
clearly and distinctly understand the significant parks and recreation
assets that their City provides and maintains.
Minor destinations are those that currently are or have the potential
to be locally-utilized parks and recreation attractions and amenities.
These minor destinations are neighborhood-scale and serve as
complementary linkages and open space between the City’s major
destinations. The main goal of the minor destinations is to provide
all residents in Rowlett with a park or open space within walking
distance of their home.
Throughout this section, branding and marketing is a prominent
theme. Through community collaboration and analysis of the
meeting and survey feedback, it became clear that many residents
either did not know which amenities were already available to them
or were interested in learning more about the park and recreationrelated offerings of the City. The park and recreation system is on
the brink of a new chapter. This new chapter will create a sense of
place within the city by communicating these significant assets in a
coordinated and strategic fashion.
Branding of a park can include elements such as monument signage,
wayfinding, educational exhibits, and/or public art centered on
a common aesthetic theme. Branding and marketing often get
overlooked as implementation strategies but are essential to taking
this park and recreation system to a higher level.
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Major Destinations:
Lakeside Park
•

Action: Combine Lakeside Park South, Lakeside
Park North, and Paddle Point Park into a larger
“Lakeside Park,” served by a marked and
designed connection across Miller Road.

•

Action: Design and market the larger Lakeside
Park as a lakefront and paddling destination.

•

Action: Improve the paddling launch area at
Paddle Point Park as an access point for the
Central Paddling Trail (detailed further in Trails
and Sidewalks).
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Signature Recreation District
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•

Action: Design and market Pecan Grove Park, Wet Zone,
Kids Kingdom, and the Rowlett Community Centre as the
City’s “Signature Recreation District”.

•

Action: Design and market the Signature Recreation
District as a lakefront, boating, and paddling destination.

•

Action: Prepare and implement a master plan for the
Signature Recreation District.

•

Action: Improve the paddling launch area at the Signature
Recreation District as an access point for the Rowlett
Paddling Trail (detailed further in Trails and Sidewalks).

CITY OF ROWLETT
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City Center at Herfurth Park
•

Action: Design and market Herfurth Park as the “City
Center at Herfurth Park”.

•

Action: Prepare and implement a master plan for the City
Center at Herfurth Park.

•

Action: Design and market the City Center at Herfurth
Park as the City’s main event and community gathering
space, which includes provisions for food trucks, niche
sports, trails, and multipurpose spaces.

CITY OF ROWLETT
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Rowlett Nature Preserve
In the feedback gathered during the planning process, a
nature preserve with an associated environmental facility
and education opportunity were repeatedly desired by the
community. Although Rowlett already has a nature preserve,
the Muddy Creek Greenbelt, it does not appear to have
adequate improvements, access, and programming to be
recognized by residents as such. By master planning the area,
changing the name, and adding some of the aforementioned
features, it can begin to live up to its potential as a major
destination and amenity within the community.
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•

Action: Connections to adjacent parks.

•

Action: Design and market the Muddy Creek Greenbelt as
the Rowlett Nature Preserve.

•

Action: Prepare and implement a master plan for the
Rowlett Nature Preserve.

•

Action: Provide designated access points with wayfinding
and on-site signage as applicable.

•

Action: Provide a complete looped trail system within the
Rowlett Nature Preserve utilizing soft surface nature-type
trails with trail amenities such as educational features,
off-spots with water and restrooms, and seating. Special
areas should contain elevated boardwalks for scenic views
and natural interactions.

•

Action: Connect Chiesa Road location to Rowlett Nature
Preserve.

CITY OF ROWLETT
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Signature Gateway
•

Adopted- November 7, 2012

Proposed use of Type 2 New Neighborhood building
types due to the restricted depth of the lots
Proposed townhouses fronting the Take Area
and lake (to supply attached units per the market study)
Proposed use of Type 1 New Neighborhood building types
to transition to the existing single-family residential development adjacent to the site
Proposed green to act as a Terminated
Vista

Proposed multi-unit homes to supply attached units per the market study
Proposed preservation of existing vegetation

Proposed neighborhood scale Civic
Building (i.e. post of¿ce, church, etc.)
Proposed pedestrian passage
anchored by column screens or
gates
Proposed townhouses to
transition to existing singlefamily residential adjacent to
the site

Proposed preservation of existing
vegetation for natural stormwater
drainage and to serve as a natural buffer between New Neighborhood and
the existing single-family residential
neighborhood adjacent to the subject
area

Proposed
urban
square to divert
traf¿c deeper into
site
Proposed surface parking

For park dedication and provision in this area from
private development, focus should be placed on lake
access, multi-purpose plazas, and visual and physical
interaction with the lake.
•

Add a temporary paddling launch area to the
Signature Gateway to comprise an access point
for the Central Paddling Trail (detailed further in
Trails and Sidewalks). As the area develops, a more
permanent and improved paddling launch area
should be provided.

•

Trail connections.

Possible marina site
Proposed focal point at converging streets

Proposed parking structures off of
PGBT with liner buildings fronting
on interior pedestrian oriented streets

Proposed Civic Building and
paved urban plaza
Proposed sight lines to the lake
and Terminated Vistas

Sub-Area 3: These building footprints suggest three towers. This
area can be con¿gured in numerous ways. The provided con¿guration is demonstrating that the area
needs to be broken up using tools
in the FBC to allow for pedestrian
circulation (i.e. urban plazas, urban
squares and pedestrian passages)

Action: Prepare desired park and recreation-related
concepts for the City’s Signature Gateway area to
incorporate into potential new development. Per
the vision for this area established in Rowlett’s
Comprehensive Plan, the concepts should include,
but not be limited to, iconic gateway elements,
entertainment/events, plaza(s), an amphitheater,
public art, performing arts, and culture-related
features.

Figure 6: Sample Master Plan
Pr o v i d e d i s a Sa m p l e M a st e r P l a n b y w h i c h t h e S a m p l e Regulating Plan is keyed to. T he M aster Plan is in line with the
i n t e n t o f t h e Re al i z e Ro w l e t t 2 0 2 0 P l a n a n d t h e S i g n a t u re Gateway Sub- Ar ea Plan. T he M aster Plan also takes into acc o u n t t h e p r o v i d e d m a rk e t st u d y fo r S i g n a t u re G a t e w a y. T he City of Rowlett r ealizes that in or der to achieve the desir ed
i n t e n s i t y o f t h e M a st e r P l a n i n c e n t i v e s n e e d t o b e p ro v i d e d to r educe the inf r astr uctur e gap.
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Scenic Point Park
•

Action: Continue to implement the recommendations of
the Scenic Point Park Master Plan.

•

Action: Coordinate efforts with health and wellness
facilities and groups to partner in the development and
programming of future improvements at Scenic Point
Park.
Action: Add a paddling launch area to Scenic Point Park
to comprise the northern access point for the East Lake
Paddling Trail (detailed further in Trails and Sidewalks).

•

48
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Bayside
•

Action: Continue to foster partnerships with resort
developer to ensure public access to shoreline areas at
Bayside.

•

Explore options for special events and public gathering
spaces at Bayside.

•

Encourage lake front recreation opportunities in
partnership with the Bayside Resort e.g. regattas, kite
board demos and competitions, trail heads, viewing
areas, and paddle launches.

CITY OF ROWLETT
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Minor Destinations:
Neighborhood Parks
Neighborhood parks are neighborhood-scale green open
spaces with improvements such as picnic tables, shade,
and seating, and can include public art and/or playground
equipment. Pocket parks serve as opportunities to interact
with the outdoors/nature and also serve as recreation areas
for informal play and activity.
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•

Action: As parkland is acquired and developed, continue
to create a series of Neighborhood parks within the
community to serve both residential and commercial
neighborhoods with open space and modest, shaded
improvements.

•

Action: Provide opportunities for informal field/court play
(e.g. basketball hoop, backstop, etc.) and playground
equipment at pocket parks where possible.

•

Action: Provide/add picnic tables to all parks, pocket or
major, that do not have them currently.

•

Action: Design and market the City’s pocket plazas and
pocket parks in a way that instills a sense of branded
place throughout the community and that is clearly
communicated through the City website, wayfinding,
on-site signage, and improvements as applicable. Pocket
plazas and pocket parks should be considered as linkages
between the City’s parks and recreation destinations, all
connected by a common thread of sidewalks and trails
(both land and water).

CITY OF ROWLETT
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Pocket Parks and Plazas
Pocket parks and plazas are neighborhood-scale open
spaces located near/between buildings and/or homes
and incorporate sidewalks or trails, trees and landscaping,
seating, and can also include public art and/or retail
opportunities. Pocket parks and plazas can be community
gathering spaces for passive leisure or festivals, and can take
many forms. Although most people conceptualize plazas
as mainly hardscape, there are also examples of plazas that
incorporate grassed areas but are distinguished from pocket
parks by the location near buildings and/or homes and also
by some provision of hardscape or improved surfaces for
gathering.
•

Action: Build upon the existing downtown plaza to create
a series of pocket plazas within the city to function as
community gathering and multi-purpose event spaces.

•

Action: As parkland is acquired and developed, continue
to create a series of pocket plazas within the community
to serve both residential and commercial neighborhoods
with open space and modest, shaded improvements.

•

Action: Provide seating, shade, public art (interactive
if possible), and food truck parking spaces where
appropriate and feasible at pocket parks and plazas.

CITY OF ROWLETT
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Development and Maintenance:
Policy: Ensure maintaining existing parks and recreation facilities,
including providing a minimum set of improvements, is a higher
priority than developing new parks and recreation amenities and
areas.
•

Action: Maintain existing parks with current amenities to
a high level of quality, including restrooms and drainage
areas.

•

Action: Develop/add amenities to existing parks in
the city, scaled to the prioritization of park needs and
uses and as identified in associated park master plans
as applicable. Special attention should be paid to
the provision of boat and paddling-related launching
opportunities and amenities where feasible/applicable
and to providing and expanding restrooms where
possible.

Sports Fields:
Policy: Ensure City supported recreation sports teams are provided
with quality facilities to practice and play organized games within
Rowlett.
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•

Action: Preform an extensive Athletic field assessment and
survey to determine specific needs, utilization rates, and
improvement opportunities for the city sports fields.

•

Action: Develop and implement maintenance standards
for field sports to be used on existing and future field
development.

•

Action: Develop practice fields in the identified areas over
the next three years.

•

Action: Explore partnerships with school district
properties to assist in development of practice areas
available on a scheduled basis.

CITY OF ROWLETT
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Introduction

The most significant theme that was present throughout feedback
and collaboration with the community during the update process
was the need and desire for more trails and sidewalks of varying
types. Trails and sidewalks serve many functions relating to mobility
and connectivity, recreation, leisure, quality of life, and wellness—all
vital to achieve the vision of the Rowlett community. This Plan goes
to great lengths to honor the feedback received from the community
by providing specific and actionable strategies to encourage the
construction of additional trails and sidewalks within the City.
This chapter will focus on trails and sidewalks in Rowlett. Parks
and Open Space and Recreation and Programming are discussed in
separate chapters in the Plan. A goal with policies and associated
actions for Trails and Sidewalks are detailed below.

Needs Assessment

The following needs/themes emerged from community engagement
efforts in the update to the Parks and Recreation Master Plan in
terms of trails:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Need for better maintenance and amenities along trails
Need separated bikeways
Need more connections from residential neighborhoods to
parks and recreation destinations
Need more connections between parks and recreation areas,
Desire for more paddling/water trails
Need for better communication regarding locations of trails
Desire for more nature-centered activities

Inventory

The Rowlett trail system contains 14.75 miles of trails. The majority
of the trails are 8’ - 10’ wide reinforced concrete, whereas others are
soft surface trails. The majority of the system is comprised of loop
trails within a specific park.
Master Trail Plan Amendment - 11/16/2021: At the request of the Rowlett City Council, the Master Trail
Plan will not include future lakefront trails behind private homes.
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Standards
In order to plan for a connected system of trails for the future, the
following system guidelines was developed.

Regional Veloweb: 12’ Concrete
Trail
Defined and recognized by the
North Central Texas Council of
Governments (NCTCOG), the
purpose of this trail is to provide
regional and interregional routes.
The intention is to provide
access throughout the City, to
adjacent City destinations and
communities, and ultimately
connect to the D/FW metro
area. Trails designated as part of
the regional Veloweb should be
concrete and 12 feet in width.
Lake Trail: 10’ – 12’ Concrete Trail
This trail has one of the greatest
opportunities for use by
recreational users due to its scenic
qualities, but it will also serve to
link the future uses planned on
this large tract of land.

Public Road

4’-6’ Prefered

12’ Minimum

1’-2’
Prefered

Figure 3.2 - Regional Veloweb Trail

8’-12’

8’-12’

8’-10’
Where No Sea Wall

Seawall

Figure 3.2 - Lake Trail
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Public Road

4’-6’ Prefered

10’-12’

1’-2’
Prefered

Figure 3.2 - Community Trails

1’-2’
Prefered

5’-8’

1’-2’
Prefered

Figure 3.2 - Sidewalks

1’-2’
Typical Cross
1’-2’
Section
Preferred
Preferred

Figure 3.2 - Typical Cross Section

Community Trails: 10’ – 12’ Concrete
Trail
Community-wide spine trails, which
build from and are composed of the
regional Veloweb trails, can create
a city trail system connecting many
of the key city destinations while
establishing longer distance loops.
Trailheads will be located along
these trails along with a variety of
trail amenities. Community-wide
spine trails should be constructed of
concrete and typically are 10 feet in
width to accommodate the higher
user capacity. In some segments, these
trails may be up to 12 feet in width
where a significant volume of users is
anticipated.
Sidewalks: 5’-8’ Concrete
These local neighborhood walkways
typically follow the system of adjacent
neighborhood streets connecting
into larger street networks. They
connect neighborhood blocks and
communities together and ultimately
provide connection into area trails.
Neighborhood sidewalks typically
range anywhere from 4 feet to 6 feet
in width. At locations where sidewalk
connections to the trail system are
indicated, a 5-foot minimum walkway
is recommended.
Soft Surface Trail: 4’-12’ Multi-Surface
Trail
Soft or hard surface trails are generally
located in wooded areas or areas of
specific natural significance to the City.
These trails should connect into the
community wide trail system.
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3 - Trails and Pathways
This Trails and Pathways Strategy sets forth four different types of
connections: complete streets, multi-use trails, regional Veloweb
(i.e. bicycle-specific trails), and paddling trails (i.e. water trails with
designated launching and access areas).

Goal: To provide multi-modal mobility options
that connect destinations and provide for
recreation and leisure opportunities.
Policy: Provide new trails and sidewalks through the Capital
Improvements Program, partnerships, and/or grants.
•

Action: Design and construct the following trail connections
within the next 5 to 10 years:

Trail 1: Scenic Point Trail
Trail 2: Garner, Fuqua, Spinnaker Point Trail
Trail 3: Main Street East Trail
Trail 4: Lake Highland Trail
Trail 5: Schrade Road Trail
Trail 6: Lakeside North Trail
Trail 7: Long Branch Trail
Trail 8: Rowlett Road/Village Trail
Trail 9: Signature Gateway Trail
Trail 10: Muddy Creek Trail
Trail 11: Rowlett Paddle Trail
Provided on the following pages are conceptual connection
strategies for each of the trails proposed.

CITY OF ROWLETT
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Trail Segment Name

Garner, Fuqua, Spinnaker Point

Trail Type
Community and Lake Trail

Trail Length

Fuqua alignment - 1,650 Linear Feet
Spinnaker Point alignment - 3,350 Linear Feet

Recommended Width
10’-12’

Surface Type

Reinforced Concrete

Recommended Features

Road Buffer, Shoreline Improvements

Trail Description:

Connecting Lake Front Park with the future amenities at Bayside can
be done with either one of the alignment options shown here.
• The Fuqua alignment will extend along Garner Road to
the east then turn south along Fuqua to tie into the future
Bayside Community Trails.
• The Spinnaker Point alignment will extend south along the
shoreline of Lake Ray Hubbard and connect into the future
Bayside Community Trails.

Connect Rowlett:

Providing one of these alignments will connect the existing Lakeside
Park Trail to the currently planned and under design Bayside
community trails.

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•
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Neighborhood connections
Lake front access
Park-to-Trail connections
Linear parks amenities
Trail heads

CITY OF ROWLETT

Constraints:
•
•
•

Take line area leases
Shoreline erosion
Existing topography

3 - Trails and Pathways

Garner Road

Seascape Drive

Proposed Trail

Existing Trail

Future Trail

Study Area
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Trail Segment Name
Lakeside North Trail

Trail Type
Lake Trail

Trail Length

4,250 Linear Feet

Recommended Width
10’-12’

Surface Type

Reinforced Concrete

Recommended Features

Enhanced Shorelines, Rest Stops, Benches, Trail Head

Trail Description:

The Lakeside Park North Trail is an extension of the current Lakeside
Park and Paddle Point Park system. In the Parks chapter it is recommended to join the three areas into one branded park (see pg. 38).
This trail will provide views of the water and potentially add additional paddling rest stops for the Central Paddle Trail.

Connect Rowlett:

One of the last remaining take line areas to facilitate trail/park development. This area is critical to include in the parks system to achieve
a north/south connection along the lake edge.

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Existing open space
Non leased take line area
Lake front access
Park-to-Trail connections
Linear parks amenities
Trail heads

CITY OF ROWLETT

Constraints:
•
•

Shoreline erosion
Existing topography

Chiesa Road

3 - Trails and Pathways

Miller Road

Proposed Trail

Existing Trail

Future Trail

Study Area

CITY OF ROWLETT

63

Trail Segment Name
Lake Highland Trail

Trail Type
Lake Trail

Trail Length

6,800 Linear Feet

Recommended Width
10’-12’

Surface Type

Reinforced Concrete

Recommended Features

Pocket Parks, Trail Heads, Landscaping

Trail Description:

The Lake Highland Green Belt Trail will take advantage of
an underutilized green space that runs through an existing
neighborhood in the southwest portion of town. The trail will
provide an amenity for the home owners in the neighborhood as
well as an additional connection for the community system.

Connect Rowlett:

This trail provides one of the best opportunities for a north/south
connection from Scrade to a future Miller Road Trail and onto
Dalrock Road. The connection will also provide access to many areas
within the greenbelt that have the potential for small pocket parks
and neighborhood amenities.

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•
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Existing open space
City owned land
Neighborhood connections
Pocket parks
Trail heads

CITY OF ROWLETT

Constraints:
•
•

Existing topography
Existing utilities

3 - Trails and Pathways

Dalrock Road

Schrade Road

Miller Road

Proposed Trail

Existing Trail

Future Trail

Study Area
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Trail Segment Name
Signature Gateway

Trail Type

Lake Trail, Community Trail

Trail Length
6,70 Linear Feet (1.25 Miles)

Recommended Width
10’-12’

Surface Type
Concrete

Recommended Features

Neighborhood Connections, Lake Overlooks, Rest Areas, Trail Heads

Trail Description:

The Signature Gateway Trail will be an integral part of the future
development of one of the most significant lakefront properties in
the city. As plans for the property develop in accordance with the
city comprehensive plans concept, is very important to focus on how
a trail could be a focus of the development and not an afterthought.

Connect Rowlett:

The trail should be a common link through the new development
that occurs within the Signature Gateway district. Continuing north
to Miller Road will provide additional east/west connections as the
Miller Road Trail is developed in the future. Connections to areas to
the west under PGBT should also be explored.

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
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Existing undeveloped land
Future development with
connections as a theme
Lake front views
Trail heads

CITY OF ROWLETT

Constraints:
•
•

Existing topography
Private land

3 - Trails and Pathways
Miller Road
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Proposed Trail

Existing Trail

Future Trail

Study Area
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Trail Segment Name

Rowlett Road/Village Trail

Trail Type

Community Trail

Trail Length
2,700 Linear Feet (0.5 Miles)

Recommended Width
10’-12’

Surface Type
Concrete

Recommended Features

Neighborhood Connections, Rest Areas, Trail Heads

Trail Description:

The Village Trail is a north/south segment that is aligned through a
green space between two neighborhoods. This segment provides
an opportunity to deviate from the typical roadway right of way and
provide users a safer route away from vehicles.

Connect Rowlett:

The trail should be an important link from the future Miller Road
Trail to Downtown Rowlett.

Opportunities:
•
•
•
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Connections to downtown
Potential available land
Trail heads

CITY OF ROWLETT

Constraints:
•

Adjacent uses

Rowlett Road

3 - Trails and Pathways

Kyle Road

Proposed Trail

Existing Trail

Future Trail

Study Area
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Trail Segment Name
Main Street East Trail

Trail Type

Community Trail, Urban Trail

Trail Length
5,000 Linear Feet (0.95 Miles)

Recommended Width
10’-12’

Surface Type
Concrete

Recommended Features

Neighborhood Connections, Rest Areas, Trail Heads, Streetscape

Trail Description:

The Main Street East Trail is an important extension of the
Downtown Streetscape that will provide a clear and safe pedestrian
route from the Round-a-bout to Pecan Grove Park along Main Street.

Connect Rowlett:

The trail is essential in Connecting Downtown Rowlett east across
PGBT to Rowlett High School and Pecan Grove Park (Signature
Recreation District).

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
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Connections to downtown
Potential available land within ROW
Trail heads
Connection to lake

CITY OF ROWLETT

Constraints:
•
•

Adjacent uses
Vehicular crossings

President George
Bush Turnpike

3 - Trails and Pathways

Main Street

Main Street

Proposed Trail

Existing Trail

Future Trail

Study Area
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Trail Segment Name
Muddy Creek Trail

Trail Type

Community Trail, Nature Trail, Boardwalk

Trail Length
21,100 Linear Feet (4.0 Miles)

Recommended Width
10’-12’

Surface Type

Concrete, Soft Surface Nature Trail, Boardwalk

Recommended Features

Neighborhood Connections, Rest Areas, Trail Heads, Boardwalks,
Overlooks, Educational Areas and Signage

Trail Description:

The Muddy Creek Area provides an opportunity for the trail user to
experience the headwaters of Lake Ray Hubbard. The trail should
be developed as an educational experience and serve as both
connections to adjacent parks as well as an amenity and trail circuit
of its own.

Connect Rowlett:

Connecting the adjacent Community Park, Mayors Park, and Sunset
Park through a network of solid and soft surface trails is the goal of
the Muddy Creek Trail network.

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
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Connections to neighborhood parks
Educational signage
Trail heads
Connection to lake

CITY OF ROWLETT

Constraints:
•
•
•
•

Adjacent uses
Water crossings
Boardwalk Trail development costs
Water crossings
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Proposed Trail

Existing Trail

Future Trail

Study Area
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Trail Segment Name
Long Branch Trail

Trail Type

Community Trail

Trail Length
5,000 Linear Feet (0.95 Mile)

Recommended Width
10’-12’

Surface Type
Concrete

Recommended Features

Neighborhood Connections, Rest Areas, Trail Heads

Trail Description:

Long Branch Trail will utilize the ONCOR transmission corridor that
runs northeast from Rowlett Road to Miller Road. This trail will also
cross the Long Branch creek tributary.

Connect Rowlett:

Connecting the future Miller Road Trail to the south toward the
Nature Trail Park. Neighborhoods in the area will have a useful
connection to travel north toward downtown and other park areas
through- out Rowlett.

Opportunities:
•
•
•
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Connections to downtown
Potential available land in
transmission corridor
Trail heads

CITY OF ROWLETT

Constraints:
•
•

Adjacent uses
Vehicular crossings
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Existing Trail
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Study Area
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Trail Segment Name
Schrade Road

Trail Type

Community Trail

Trail Length
4,800 Linear Feet (0.9 Mile)

Recommended Width
10’-12’

Surface Type
Concrete

Recommended Features

Neighborhood Connections, Rest Areas, Trail Heads

Trail Description:

The Schrade Road Trail is planed to run along Schrade Road from
Chiesa Road to Sunny Brook Drive. This trail will occur within the
ROW and should provide connections into adjacent neighborhoods
and sidewalk networks.

Connect Rowlett:

This connection will allow users in the neighborhoods along the
Chiesa Road pathways to travel to Schrade Bluebonnet Park. The
future Lake Highlands trail will connect to this segment and also
provide connections to the south through the neighborhood open
space.

Opportunities:
•
•
•
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Connections to neighborhoods
Connections to parks
Trail heads

CITY OF ROWLETT

Constraints:
•
•
•

Adjacent uses
Topography
Existing drainage areas

Synny Brook Drive

Chiesa Road

3 - Trails and Pathways

Schrade Road

Proposed Trail

Existing Trail

Future Trail

Study Area
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Trail Segment Name
Scenic Point

Trail Type

Community Trail

Trail Length
1,200’

Recommended Width
10’-12’

Surface Type
Concrete

Recommended Features

Neighborhood Connections, Rest Areas, Trail Heads, Lake Overlooks

Trail Description:

An integral part of the Scenic Point Park that will provide access
to future park amenities as well as connections to surrounding
neighborhoods and areas of interest.

Connect Rowlett:

This park trail will also serve the community by offering connections
from Scenic Drive down to the existing trail and future park areas.
Connections to the boardwalk and two mile bridge will be realized
with this segment as well. Future extensions of this trail under the
Hwy 66 bridge will eventually connect to the commercial center and
hospital district south of the Highway.

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
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Connections to neighborhoods
Connections to parks
Connections to commercial areas
Trail heads

CITY OF ROWLETT

Constraints:
•
•
•

Adjacent uses
Topography
Existing drainage areas

Scenic Drive

3 - Trails and Pathways
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Existing Trail

Future Trail

Study Area
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Trail Segment Name
Rowlett Paddle Trail

Trail Type

Paddle Trail

Trail Length
6.4 Miles

Recommended Features

Paddle Launches, Lake Overlooks, Rest Areas, Trail Heads

Trail Description:

The Rowlett Paddle Trail is already recognized as a Texas Parks and
Wildlife paddle trail with beautiful scenery on Lake Ray Hubbard
including views of Great Blue Herons, Bald Eagles, and various other
wildlife.

Connect Rowlett:

By adding additional paddle launches to the existing paddle trail,
users will be given multiple areas to access the lake from as well
as respites along the trail. This trail will connect the Signature
Recreation District to Lakeside Park across the lake.

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
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Additional paddle launches –
including ADA accessible dock
Future development with
connections as a theme
Lakefront views
Trail heads

CITY OF ROWLETT

Constraints:
•

Private land

3 - Trails and Pathways

State Highway 66

Miller Road

Potential Access Point

Proposed Paddle Trail
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81

Policy: Begin a new Connected Rowlett Program to link parks and
recreation destinations and improve multi-modal accommodations
within the city.
•

Action: Within the Connected Rowlett Program, provide a
focus on sidewalks, which will provide new pedestrian and
bicycle connections from residential neighborhoods to parks
and recreation destinations and to connect major and minor
parks and recreation destinations.

•

Action: Design and market the City’s Connected Rowlett
Program in a way that instills a sense of branded place
throughout the community and that is clearly communicated
through the City website, wayfinding and on-site signage, and
improvements as applicable. Trails (including land and water)
and sidewalks should be a common thread that connects all
parks and recreation destinations and that provides access to
the destinations from residential neighborhoods.

Policy: Improve maintenance and communication regarding trails
and sidewalks in the city.
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•

Action: Maintain existing trails and associated amenities
at a high level of quality and safety.

•

Action: Utilizing resources from the Connected Rowlett
Program (recommended above), increase public
awareness of trails and sidewalks in the community by
organizing events on trails and sidewalks, either Citysponsored or neighbor-led. Naturalists or other interested
parties should be included in organizing and leading trailrelated events such as nature walks, running or races for
particular causes, and holiday-specific exhibits.

CITY OF ROWLETT

3 - Trails and Pathways

CITY OF ROWLETT

83

RECREATION AND
PROGRAMMING

04

The City of Rowlett offers a variety of indoor and outdoor recreation
and programming activities. For the purposes of this Plan, recreation
refers to physical activity for leisure, exercise, or competition.
Programming refers to the activities and events provided and
sponsored by the city to complement the park and recreation
system’s physical assets. There are multiple areas of opportunity
relating to recreation and programming within the city. Continuing
the objective of creating a destination-centered parks and recreation
system, strategies are provided below to enhance the destination
potential of the existing and future parks and recreation facilities in
the city by adding more activity and programming opportunities.
In addition to the findings in this report, the Parks and Recreation
staff has developed a Recreation Programming Plan for the FY 2017.
This plan outlines and defines:
•
•
•
•
•

Conceptual foundations of play
Community opportunities
Recreation programming division
Special events division
Athletics and aquatics services division

The Recreation Programming Plan should be referenced along with
this report as the implementation of the plan is being considered.
This chapter will focus on recreation and programming in Rowlett.
Parks and Open Space and Trails and Sidewalks are discussed in
separate chapters in the Plan. A goal with policies and associated
actions for Recreation and Programming are detailed in the follwing
pages.
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4 - Recreation and Programming
Goal: To create a destination-centered
Recreation System, consisting of both
facilities and programming that allow
opportunities for healthy and fun living.
Policy: Provide additional recreation facilities within the city.
•

Action: Acquire/provide new areas for specialty recreation
opportunities such as a skate parks, dog parks, areas
for racquet sports (e.g. pickleball, badminton, tennis),
and community gardening. Provide a new dog park at a
location with lake access if feasible.

•

Action: Construct/acquire/provide a new indoor aquatics
facility. Explore potential partnerships with school
districts.

•

Action: Consider providing a new splashpad and evaluate
the opportunity for two new outdoor neighborhood-scale
pools for additional aquatic recreation.

•

Action: Create a new community event space at the City
Center at Herfurth Park. Secondary event spaces, such
as an amphitheater, can be provided at the Signature
Recreation District and the Signature Gateway.

•

Action: Provide new areas for paddling launching, and
in some cases boat launching, with associated amenities
at Scenic Point Park, Paddle Point Park, Bayside, the
Signature Recreation District, and the Signature Gateway,
to correspond with new and improved paddling trails and
with a new focus on providing recreation access to the
lake.

•

Action: Complete a detailed analysis of what types of
sports fields and courts are desired, needed, and feasible
in Rowlett. Examples mentioned throughout the planning
process for the update to the Master Plan were pickleball,
tennis, hockey, basketball, and soccer, among others.

•

Action: Provide recreational programming and space for
racquet sports (e.g. pickleball, tennis, badminton).

CITY OF ROWLETT
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Policy: Expand and improve existing recreation facilities.
•

Action: Evaluate potential substantial renovations to the
Wet Zone facility for repairs, restroom improvements, and
potential expansion opportunities.

•

Action: Provide additional recreation classes for fitness
and exercise. The PACE and SAIL programs should be
evaluated for potential expansion in offerings and in
space (area).

•

Action: Provide public art in parks and along trails,
especially centered on the branding of the particular
destination (e.g. patriotic art at Veterans Park) and
around Rowlett character or heritage.

Policy: Enhance existing recreation programming and
communication.
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•

Action: Develop outdoor education programs in
conjunction with Texas Master Naturalists and school
systems.

•

Action: Communicate where recreation access,
especially beach access, is permitted to the public via
the City website, wayfinding and on-site signage, and
improvements as applicable. Public beach access areas
should be clearly designated.

•

Action: Continue special events.

•

Action: Add special events.

•

Action: Introduce trending recreational activities onto
the City website and in recreational programming. For
example, “hide and find games” are popular and can
get residents and visitors to different destinations within
the city. In 2017, the hide and find games popular are
Pokémon Go, painted rocks, and geocaching.

CITY OF ROWLETT

4 - Recreation and Programming
•

Action: Introduce Nature Tourism on the City website, in
recreational programming, and in the City’s economic
development efforts. Nature Tourism can include bird
watching, photography, camping, hiking, hunting, fishing,
and stargazing

•

Action: Introduce recreation specific to designated groups
on the City website and in recreational programming.
These groups should include children, teens, adults,
seniors, people with special needs, athletes, and dog
owners.

CITY OF ROWLETT
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IMPLEMENTATION

05

The Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Master Plan is intended to
guide the future of the parks and recreation system for the City of
Rowlett with a forward-thinking vision for the next 10 to 15 years.
The Implementation Strategy brings together the past, present, and
future to create a prioritized and action-oriented roadmap to bring
forth significant accomplishments.
In addition, an annual review workshop by the Rowlett Parks and
Recreation Advisory Board and Parks and Recreation Department
staff will be conducted to review progress over the last year, and
biannual updates by city staff will also be prepared by the Parks
and Recreation staff of Rowlett, or on a more frequent basis if
special needs or occurrences require modifications to the plan. In all
cases, public involvement through citizen meetings, interviews, and
workshops will be included in any updating process.
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Potential
Recommended Action
Time
Cost
Frame
GOAL 1: Create a destination-centered Parks System, complemented by high
quality maintenance and amenities.
Policy
No.

A) Policy

B) Policy

C) Policy
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Action
No.

Expand the City’s parkland area by
focusing on underserved parks and
recreation areas.
Provide a park within walking distance of
i) Action
all homes in the city
Acquire parkland in areas of the city with
ii) Action
significant parkland needs.
Identify, purchase if necessary, and
preserve unique natural and open space
iii) Action
areas, habitat, and plant and wildlife
within the community.
Expand the City’s parkland area by
partnering with developers and other
individuals and groups.
Encourage the preservation of open
space by individuals, companies, noni) Action profits, and public agencies to enhance
the livability, aesthetic value, and natural
beauty of the city.
Require improved and activated
parkland from new development
ii) Action through revised zoning regulations and
through discretionary zoning requests by
developers.
As Bayside and other areas continue
to develop, ensure that connections
and access to the beach are provided
iii) Action
with access easements and applicable
wayfinding and on-site signage where
feasible.
Evolve the City’s parks and recreation
areas into branded destinations that can
be marketed and thereby communicated
to residents and visitors in ways that
create a branded sense of place.

Ongoing

$$$

Short-Term

$$

Ongoing

$$

Ongoing

$$$$

Ongoing

$$$$

Short-Term

$

5 - Implementation
Major Destinations:
Lakeside Park
Combine Lakeside Park South and Paddle
Point Park to a larger “Paddle Point
i) Action
Park,” served by a marked and designed
connection across Miller Road.
Design and market the larger Paddle
ii) Action Point Park as a beach front, boating, and
paddling destination.
Improve the paddling launch area at
Paddle Point Park as an access point for
iii) Action
the Central Paddling Trail (detailed further
in Trails and Sidewalks).
Signature Recreation District

Short-Term

$$

Short-Term

$$

Short-Term

$$$

Design and market Pecan Grove Park,
Wet Zone, Kids Kingdom, and the Rowlett
i) Action
Community Center as the City’s “Signature
Recreation District”.
Design and market the Signature
ii) Action Recreation District as a beach front,
boating, and paddling destination.
Prepare and implement a master plan for
iii) Action
the Signature Recreation District.
Improve the paddling launch area at
the Signature Recreation District as an
iv) Action
access point for the Central Paddling Trail
(detailed further in Trails and Sidewalks).
City Center at Herfurth Park

Long-Term

$$$$

Mid-Term

$$

Short-Term

$

Short-Term

$$

Long-Term

$$$$

Short-Term

$

Long-Term

$$

Design and market Herfurth Park as the
“City Center at Herfurth Park”.
Prepare and implement a master plan for
ii) Action
the City Center at Herfurth Park.
Design and market the City Center at
Herfurth Park as the City’s main event
iii) Action and community gathering space, which
includes provisions for food trucks, niche
sports, trails, and multipurpose spaces.
i) Action

CITY OF ROWLETT
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Rowlett Nature Preserve
Design and market the Muddy Creek
Long-Term
Greenbelt as the Rowlett Nature Preserve.
Prepare and implement a master plan for
Short-Term
ii) Action
the Rowlett Nature Preserve.
Provide designated access points with
Long-Term
iii) Action wayfinding and on-site signage as
applicable.
Provide a complete looped trail system
Mid-Term
within the Rowlett Nature Preserve
utilizing soft surface nature-type trails
with trail amenities such as educational
iv) Action
features, off-spots with water and
restrooms, and seating. Special areas
should contain elevated boardwalks for
scenic views and natural interactions.
Tie Chiesa Road location to Rowlett Nature Long-Term
v) Action
Preserve.
Signature Gateway
i) Action
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$$$
$
$$

$$$

$$$$

Prepare desired park and recreationrelated concepts for the City’s Signature
Gateway area to incorporate into
potential new development. Per the
vision for this area established in Rowlett’s
i) Action Comprehensive Plan, the concepts
should include, but not be limited to,
iconic gateway elements, entertainment/
events, plaza(s), an amphitheater, public
art, performing arts, and culture-related
features.
Scenic Point Park

Ongoing

$$

Continue to implement the
i) Action recommendations of the Scenic Point Park
Master Plan.
Coordinate efforts with health and
wellness facilities and groups to partner
ii) Action
in the development and programming of
future improvements at Scenic Point Park.
Add a paddling launch area to Scenic Point
iii) Action Park to comprise the northern access point
for the East Branch Paddling Trail.

Ongoing

$$$

Ongoing

$

Long-Term

$$

5 - Implementation
Bayside
Continue to foster partnerships with
i) Action resort developer to ensure public access to
shoreline areas at Bayside.
Explore options for special events and
ii) Action
public gathering spaces at Bayside.
Encourage lake front recreation
opportunities in partnership with the
iii) Action Bayside Resort e.g. rgattas, kite board
demos and competitions, trail heads,
viewing areas, paddle launches.

Ongoing

$

Ongoing

$$

Ongoing

$

Ongoing

$$

Ongoing

$$

Ongoing

$$

Minor Destinations:
Neighborhood Parks
As parkland is acquired and developed,
continue to create a series of
“Neighborhood Parks” within the
i) Action
community to serve both residential and
commercial neighborhoods with open
space and modest, shaded improvements.
Provide/add picnic tables to all parks,
ii) Action pocket or major, that do not have them
currently.
Design and market the City’s
neighborhood parks in a way that
instills a branded sense of place
throughout the community and that
is clearly communicated through the
City website, wayfinding and on-site
iii) Action
signage, and improvements as applicable.
Neighborhood parks should be considered
as linkages between the City’s parks and
recreation destinations, all connected by
a common thread of sidewalks and trails
(both land and water).

CITY OF ROWLETT
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Pocket Parks
Build upon the existing downtown plaza
to create a series of “pocket plazas”
i) Action
within the city to function as community
gathering and multi-purpose event spaces.
As parkland is acquired and developed,
continue to create a series of pocket
plazas within the community to serve both
ii) Action
residential and commercial neighborhoods
with open space and modest, shaded
improvements.
Provide seating, shade, public art
(interactive if possible), and food truck
iii) Action
parking spaces where appropriate and
feasible at pocket parks and plazas.
Development and Maintenance
D) Policy

i) Action

ii) Action
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Ensure maintaining existing parks and
recreation facilities, including providing
a minimum set of improvements, is a
higher priority than developing new
parks and recreation amenities and
areas.
Maintain existing parks with current
amenities to a high level of quality,
including restrooms and drainage areas.
Develop/add amenities to existing parks
in the city, scaled to the prioritization of
park needs and uses, and as identified
in associated park master plans as
applicable. Special attention should
be paid to the provision of boat and
paddling-related launching opportunities
and amenities where feasible/applicable
and to providing and expanding restrooms
where possible.

Ongoing

$$

Ongoing

$$

Ongoing

$$

Ongoing

$$

Ongoing

$$

5 - Implementation
E) Policy

Ensure City supported recreation sports
teams are provided with quality facilities
to practice and play organized games
within Rowlett.
Perform an extensive Athletic Field
assessment and survey to determine
i) Action specific needs, utilization rates, and
improvement opportunities for the city
sports fields.
Develop and implement maintenance
ii) Action standards for field sports to be used on
existing and future field development.
Develop practice fields in the identified
iii) Action
areas over the next three years.
Explore partnerships with school district
properties to assist in development of
iv) Action
practice areas available on a scheduled
basis.

Short-Term

$

Short-Term

$

Short-Term

$$$

Short-Term

$
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Potential
Recommended Action
Time
Cost
Frame
GOAL 2: Provide multi-modal mobility options that connect destinations and
provide for recreation and leisure opportunities.
Policy
No.

Action
No.

Provide new trails and sidewalks through
the Capital Improvements Program,
partnerships, and/or grants.
Design and construct the following trail
connections within the next five to ten
years:

A) Policy

Trail 1: Scenic Point Trail
Trail 2: Garner, Fuqua, Spinnaker Point
Trail
Trail 3: Main Street East Trail
Trail 4: Lake Highland Trail
i) Action

Trail 5: Schrade Road Trail
Trail 6: Lakeside North Trail
Trail 7: Long Branch Trail
Trail 8: Rowlett Road/Village Trail
Trail 9: Signature Gateway Trail
Trail 10: Muddy Creek Trail
Trail 11: Rowlett Paddle Trail
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Ongoing

$$$

5 - Implementation
Potential
Recommended Action
Time
Cost
Frame
GOAL 3: Create a destination-centered Recreation System consisting of both
facilities and programming that allow opportunities for healthy and fun living.
Policy
No.

Action
No.

Provide additional recreation facilities
within the city.

A) Policy

i) Action

ii) Action

Acquire/provide new areas for specialty
recreation opportunities such as a skate
parks, dog parks, areas for racquet sports
(e.g. pickleball, badminton, tennis), and
community gardening. Provide a new dog
park.
Construct/acquire/provide a new indoor
aquatics facility. Explore potential
partnerships with school districts.

Consider providing a new splashpad and
evaluate the opportunity for two new
iii) Action
outdoor neighborhood-scale pools for
additional aquatics recreation.
Create a new community event space
at the City Center at Herfurth Park.
Secondary event spaces, such as an
iv) Action
amphitheater, can be provided at the
Signature Recreation District and the
Signature Gateway.
Provide new areas for paddle launching,
and in some cases boat launching, with
associated amenities at Scenic Point Park,
Paddle Point Park, Bayside, the Signature
v) Action Recreation District, and the Signature
Gateway to correspond with new and
improved paddling trails and with a new
focus on providing recreation access to the
lake.

Ongoing

$$$

Long-Term

$$$$

Mid-Term

$$

Long-Term

$$$

Ongoing

$$$
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Complete a detailed analysis of what types Short-Term
of sports fields and courts are desired,
needed, and feasible in Rowlett. Examples
vi) Action mentioned throughout the planning
process for the update to the Master Plan
were pickleball, tennis, hockey, basketball,
and soccer, among others.
Provide recreational programming and
Ongoing
vii) Action space for racquet sports (e.g. pickleball,
tennis, badminton).
B) Policy

C) Policy
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$

$$

Expand and improve existing recreation
facilities.
Evaluate potential substantial renovations
to the Wet Zone facility for repairs,
i) Action
restroom improvements, and potential
expansion opportunities.
Provide additional recreation classes
for fitness and exercise. The PACE and
ii) Action SAIL programs should be evaluated for
potential expansion in offerings and in
space (area).
Provide public art in parks and along
trails, especially centered on the branding
iii) Action of the particular destination (e.g. patriotic
art at Veterans Park) and around Rowlett
character or heritage.
Policy: Enhance existing recreation
programming and communication.
Develop outdoor education programs in
i) Action conjunction with Texas Master Naturalists
and school systems.
Communicate where recreation access,
especially beach access, is permitted to
the public via the City website, wayfinding
ii) Action
and on-site signage, and improvements as
applicable. Public shoreline areas should
be clearly designated.
iii) Action Continue special events.
iv) Action Add special events.

Mid-Term

$$$

Ongoing

$$

Ongoing

$$

Short-Term

$$

Short-Term

$$

Ongoing
Ongoing

$
$$

5 - Implementation
Introduce trending recreational activities
on the City website and in recreational
programming. For example, “hide
and find games” are popular and can
v) Action
get residents and visitors to different
destinations within the city. In 2017, the
hide and find games popular are Pokémon
Go, painted rocks, and geocaching.
Introduce Nature Tourism on the City
website, in recreational programming,
and into the City’s economic development
vi) Action
efforts. Nature Tourism can include bird
watching, photography, camping, hiking,
hunting, fishing, and stargazing.
Introduce recreation specific to designated
groups onto the City website and in
recreational programming. These groups
vii) Action
should include children, teens, adults,
seniors, people with special needs,
athletes, and dog owners.
viii) Action Add programming.

Short-Term

$

Short-Term

$

Ongoing

$

Ongoing

$
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APPENDIX

06

Parks Inventory
An inventory of all current and future parks was taken to assess the
conditions of each site to determine a future course of actions. Items
noted were the current state of the park property, park size, park
location, and all current amenities in operation.

Developed Parks
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
13
14

Park:
Herfurth Park
Isaac Scruggs Park
Katy Railroad Park
Kenwood Heights Park
Lakeside Park
Paddle Point Park
Pecan Grove Park
Rowlett Community Park
Shorewood Park
Lakes of Springfield Park
Twin Star Park
Veterans Park
Schrade Bluebonnet Park
Scenic Point Park
Rowlett Nature Trail Park

Classification:
Size (Acres)
Community Park
24
Neighborhood Park
5.5
Neighborhood Park
16
Neighborhood Park
3.6
Neighborhood Park
11.08
Neighborhood Park
1.4
Community Park
27
Community Park
137
Neighborhood Park
14
Community Park
117
Neighborhood Park
4.18
Neighborhood Park
0.54
Neighborhood Park
4.9
Community Park
4.93
Natural Area/Open Space
-

Undeveloped Parks
1
2
3
4
5
7
8
1
2
106

Park:
Cedar Bridge Park
Columbia Park
Environmental Learning Center
Mayors Park
Muddy Creek Nature Preserve
R. Arnold Edwards Park
Sunset Park
Greenbelt:
Highland Meadows
Lake Highland

CITY OF ROWLETT

Classification:
Size (Acres)
Neighborhood Park
4.4
Neighborhood Park
3.8
Neighborhood Park
4
Neighborhood Park
5
Natural Area/Open Space
268.30
Neighborhood Park
8
Neighborhood Park
6
Open Space
Open Space

4.2
10.43
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Location Map

UNDEVELOPED

Cedar Bridge Park
Location: 4001 Bermuda Circle
Size: 4.4 Acres

Current Amenities:
•

Open Space

Opportunities:
•
•

108
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Trail
Neighborhood Park
Feature
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Location Map

UNDEVELOPED

Columbia Park
Location: 6300 Port Aransas Dr.
Size: 3.8 Acres

Current Amenities:
•

Open Space

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•

Trails
Kayak Launch Area
Benches
Pavilions
Lake Front Amenities
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Location Map

UNDEVELOPED

Environmental Learning Center
Location: 6301 Chiesa Rd.
Size: 4 Acres

Current Amenities:
•

Open Space

Opportunities:
•
•
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Assist in Completion
of the Facility
Development
of Dan Roberts
Environmental
Learning Center
Facility
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Location Map

Herfurth Park
Location: 4601 Centennial Dr.
Size: 24 Acres

Current Amenities:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baseball Fields
Basketball Court
Concession Building
BBQ Grills
Hockey Rink
Pavilion

•
•
•
•
•

Picnic Tables
Playground
Restrooms
Tennis Courts
Wiffle Ball Field

•

Open Space

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•

Renovate Tennis/
Pickleball Courts
Dog Park
Event Space
Trail Additions
Pavilions

CITY OF ROWLETT
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Location Map

UNDEVELOPED

Highland Meadows Greenbelt
Location: 9108 Shearer St.
Size: 4.2 Acres

Current Amenities:
•

Open Space

Opportunities:
•
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Trails
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Location Map

Isaac Scruggs Park
Location: 7813 Garner Rd.
Size: 5.5 Acres

Current Amenities:
•
•
•
•
•

Basketball Courts
BBQ Grill
Picnic Tables
Playground
Pavilion

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•

Park Irrigation
Signage
Fencing
BMX Bicycle
Playground
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Location Map

Katy Railroad Park
Location: 2600 Lawing Lane
Size: 16 Acres

Current Amenities:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pavilion
Baseball Backstops
Soccer Fields
Playground
Detention Pond
Concrete Trail

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•
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Picnic Pads
Irrigation
Restrooms
Playground Shade
Multi-Use Athletic Fields
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Location Map

Kenwood Heights Park
Location: 5701 Kenwood Dr.
Size: 3.6 Acres

Current Amenities:
•
•
•

Playground - Shaded
Picnic Tables
Art

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•

Pavilion
Signage
Basketball Court
Irrigation
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Location Map

Lakeside Park
Location: 3101 C.A. Roan Drive
Size: 6.4 Acres

Current Amenities:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Fishing Pier
BBQ Grills
Lakes/Ponds
Picnic Tables
Playground
Concrete Trail

Opportunities:
•
•
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New Playground
Amenities
Restrooms

•

Volleyball Court
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Location Map

UNDEVELOPED

Lake Highland Greenbelt
Location: 1 Dalrock Road
Size: 5.2 Acres

Current Amenities:
•

Open Space

Opportunities:
•

Trails
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Location Map

UNDEVELOPED

Muddy Creek Nature Preserve
Location: 8000 Liberty Grove
Size: 378 Acres

Current Amenities:
•
•

Creek
Open Space

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Trails
Boardwalks
Natural Education
Signage
Parking
Water access
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Location Map

UNDEVELOPED

Mayors Park
Location: 8600 Dalrock Rd.
Size: 5 Acres

Current Amenities:
•

Open Space

Opportunities:
•
•

Trails
Picnic Tables
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Location Map

Pecan Grove Park
Location: 5300 Main St.
Size: 27 Acres

Current Amenities:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Playground
Soccer Field
Picnic Tables
Exercise Equipment
Picnic Tables
Aquatic Facility

•

Concrete Trail

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Lakefront Master
•
Plan
Kayak Launch Area
Paddling Trails
Kids Kingdom Shade
1/2 Basketball Court
Skate Park
Athletic Fields

Wet Zone • Feature Slide
• Event Feature
• Lighting Sensor
Replacement
• Sound System
Replacement
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Location Map

Paddle Point Park
Location: 6301 Miller Rd.
Size: 1.4 Acres

Current Amenities:
•
•

Non-Powered Boat
Launch
Picnic Tables

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•

Parking Lot
Shade Pavilion
Picnic Tables
Improved Launch
Area
ADA Launch Area

•

Trail Connections
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Location Map

UNDEVELOPED

R. Arnold Edwards Park
Location: 5600 Azalea Dr.
Size: 8 Acres

Current Amenities:
•

Open Space

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Parking
Trails
Shade Structure
Picnic Tables
Benches
Signage

•

Spray Park
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Location Map

UNDEVELOPED

Peninsula Greenbelt
Location: 4001 Bermuda Drive
Size: 13.4 Acres

Current Amenities:
•

Open Space

Opportunities:
•
•
•

Trail Connections
Benches
Neighborhood
Connections
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Location Map

Scenic Point Park
Location: 9501 Lakeview Parkway
Size: 19 Acres

Current Amenities:
•
•
•

Concrete Trail
Lookout Point
Bridge

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Trail & Trail Head
Overlook
Kayak Access
Canoe Launch
Terraced Seating
Wetland

•
•
•
•
•
•

Bridge
Pavilions
Boardwalk
Restroom
Pier
Signage
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Location Map

Rowlett Community Park
Location: 8700 St. Andrews
Size: 137 Acres

Current Amenities:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Basketball Courts
Fishing Piers
Horseshoe Pits
Pavilion
Picnic Tables
Playgrounds

•
•
•
•

Soccer Fields
Softball Fields
Concrete Trails
Volleyball Courts

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•

Sports Field
Additions
Baseball Scoreboards
Roller Hockey
Picnic Tables/Grills
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Location Map

Shorewood Park
Location: 5104 Williams Way
Size: 14 Acres

Current Amenities:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baseball Backstop
Basketball Court
BBQ Grill
Hockey Rink
Pavilion
Picnic Table

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Restrooms
Improved Parking
Irrigated Open Space
Soccer Field
Shaded Playground
Spray Park

•
•
•
•
•

Playground
Restrooms
Soccer Fields
Concrete Trail
Footgolf
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Location Map

Schrade Bluebonnet Park
Phase 1

Location: 4701 Sunnybrook
Size: 4.9 Acres

Current Amenities:
•
•
•

Art
Sidewalk
Benches

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•

Parking
Pavilion
Trails
Sprayground
Mitigated Open
Space
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Location Map

UNDEVELOPED

Sunset Park
Location: 6301 Alissa Dr.
Size: 6 Acres

Current Amenities:
•

Open Space

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•
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Trails
Kayak Launch Area
Picnic Tables
Benches
Shade
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Location Map

Lakes of Springfield
Location: 5501 Antioch Dr.
Size: 6 Acres

Current Amenities:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Baseball Field
Disc Golf Course
Football Field
Soccer Field
RC Airstrip
Ponds

•
•
•

Playground
Pavilion
Walking Trails

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•

Irrigated Multi-Use •
Open Space
Fitness Equipment
Signage
Playground Updates
Erosion Control

Retaining Walls
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Location Map

Veterans Park
Location: 3900 Main St.
Size: 1 Acre

Current Amenities:
•
•
•

Gazebo
Fountains
Sculptures

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
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Art
Benches
Additional Shade
Signage
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Location Map

Twin Star Park
Location: 19 Armstrong Ln.
Size: 5 Acres

Current Amenities:
•
•
•
•
•

Hockey Rink
Picnic Table
Concrete Trail
Playground
Soccer Fields

Opportunities:
•
•
•
•
•

Playground Updates
Signage
Irrigated Open Space
Restrooms
Spray Park
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