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Get a progress
report on the City’s
Comprehensive
Plan update process.

Register now for
the fall session of
the Citizens Police
Academy!
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Animal Shelter
Adopt-a-thon...
come find your new
best friend Saturday,
August 13!
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a monthly newsletter for the Rowlett community

On the Move
City of Rowlett Budget

Fiscal Year 2012 Begins October 1

City Manager Lynda Humble presented the City of Rowlett
proposed budget for Fiscal Year 2012 (FY2012) to the City Council
on Tuesday, August 2
Last year, economists suggested that there is a “new normal” and our current economic
challenges are here to stay for the next five to ten years. Because this economic prediction
seems the most reasonable and likely, it became obvious to City staff last year that it was
no longer prudent to make decisions in one-year increments hoping next year gets better.
Therefore, the budgeting process was approached
from a much different and more strategic
perspective. The City developed a definition of
sustainability. Simply translated, our definition
of sustainability is providing services that we
can maintain and afford - this year, next year,
and the year after. In preparation of the FY2012
budget, staff identified $667,000 in reductions
in expenditures in February of this year. Of the
$667,000 in reductions made, approximately
$361,000 went toward offsetting the loss in
property tax revenue due to a 1.5% decline in
property valuations. The remaining portion of
these reductions was reallocated to achieve a more
affordable level of sustainability throughout the organization.
The City has had time to plan, which is the most critical resource needed, to make the
difficult, yet necessary decisions regarding our future. We believe the proposed FY2012
and FY2013 planning budgets represent 24 months of stability. This will result in an
effort to protect the quality level of programs and services provided to our citizens for as
long as possible. Further service reductions may be needed in FY2014, if revenues continue
continued on page 2
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Town Hall
Meeting

Thursday, August 25
7:00 pm
Rowlett Community Centre
Mayor Todd Gottel and members of the Rowlett
City Council will be hosting a Town Hall meeting,
which is designed to be an informal setting with
members of the City Council allowing citizens to
freely and informally speak to them about what’s
going on in the City of Rowlett.
“This meeting is a chance for Rowlett residents to
come and speak to us in a very casual setting about
their concerns, suggestions and hopes for the future
of our City,” said Mayor Todd Gottel. “Most of the
time, we are face to face with our citizens in a very
formal public setting and we don’t get a chance to
sit down, converse freely and just get to know one
another.”
The City Council will share their goals and
objectives for the future of Rowlett and the City
Manager will give an operational update on road
construction, the budget, volunteerism and other
programs.
Please bring your family, friends and neighbors and
join us for this opportunity to visit with and get to
know your City Council and City of Rowlett staff!

continued from page 1

Update Realize Rowlett 2020
Open House Held
July 18

to fall or remain flat. Employees will be
encouraged to continue to evaluate annually
services offered to ensure best value and utilize
technology effectively to work smarter not
harder. In addition, we will involve citizens
in developing a strategy to make the right
decisions regarding what services are offered
based on what the City can afford to provide.

“

Simply translated, our
definition of sustainability is
providing services that we can
maintain and afford - this year,
next year, and the year after.

”

Lynda Humble
City Manager

The FY2012 budget continues to remain
focused on “citizen-centered” government,
while continuing to create a level of affordable
sustainability for the organization.
•
•
•

•

•

There will be no tax increase in FY2012.
Working fund balances and minimum
fund balances, as directed by Council, will
be met and maintained at all times.
Managed competition and/or outsourcing
will be considered on a limited basis
in FY2012, as determined by the City
Manager.
Enterprise funds will stand on their own.
If fees for service do not provide a positive
contribution margin at a minimum,
such programs will be considered for
elimination or privatization.
Perception by the citizens of Rowlett is
important. Every City employee will be
centered on customer service at all times.

For the seventh consecutive year, the
property tax rate will be unchanged at
$0.747173. Accommodating a flat tax rate
was a significant challenge given a projected
1.5% reduction in taxable property values,
which came on the heels of a 2.5% reduction
in FY2010 and a 2% reduction in FY2011. As
a result, the total FY2012 Proposed Budget is
$81,461,848. This is a decrease of $1,676,692
or 2% compared to the FY2011 Approved
Budget of $83,138,540.
FY2012 Proposed Budget Public Hearings
will take place during the City Council
meetings on Tuesday, August 16 and
Tuesday, September 6. If approved, the
proposed budget will be adopted at the City
Council meeting on Tuesday, September 20
and will go into effect on October 1, 2011.
View the FY2012 Proposed Budget

Realize Rowlett 2020 is a fast-paced, focused initiative to update the
City’s Comprehensive Plan, create a vision of our community’s future
and a set of action items to make that vision a reality.
An open house session was
held on July 18 as part of
the RealizeRowlett2020
process with presentations
addressing:
•
The purpose of the
RealizeRowlett2020
process and its
expected results;
•
The visions and area
concepts developed
during the Community
Charrette held in May;
•
Feedback from
June commmunity
meetings;
•
The Guiding
Principles that were
developed based
on this input and
approved by the City
Council on June 9th;
•
Refined concepts for
five subareas based on
research and analysis

of market demand,
infrastructure and other
technical issues.
At this meeting participants
were introduced to the draft
framework plans for each
of the Strategic Opportunity
Areas. Based on keypad
polling results, in general
there was support for the
framework plans and
scenarios presented at the
meeting. With the feedback
provided the consultants
will delve deeper into the
economic analysis and
formulate a prioritized list
of opportunity areas. A
detailed report summarizing
the July 18th Community
Open House can be read here.

Commission with an update and
facilitate a discussion regarding
proposed recommendations
to be included in the Realize
Rowlett 2020 Vision Plan on
Tuesday, August 9. The formal
public hearing process is
scheduled to begin on August
23 at the Planning and Zoning
Commission meeting. The
plan is scheduled for Council
consideration and adoption in
September 2011.

The consultant team will
provide the City Council
and Planning and Zoning

We need your help to create this
vision!

Citizen involvement and
participation has been and
continues to be a very important
part of this plan and process.
Please visit
www.realizerowlett2020.com and
follow the project on facebook
and twitter.

Election Results

A special election to fill City Council Place 4 and elect a Mayor was held
on Saturday, July 16.

Mayor Todd Gottel is
administered the oath of
office by Municipal Court
Judge Pam Liston and
witnessed by City Manager
Lynda Humble

Congratulations to Todd Gottel, who was
elected Mayor, and to Ron Miller, who
was elected to Place 4. Mayor Gottel
has been a Rowlett City Councilmember
since 2007 and has served as Mayor Pro
Tem. Learn more about Councilmember
Miller by watching his interview on the
latest Rowlett on the Water, on the Move
TV show, hosted by Mayor Gottel and
City Manager Lynda Humble. The show
airs daily at noon, 6pm, midnight and
6am on the City’s cable channel, RTN16,
and is also available to view online
anytime at www.rowlett.com.

Place 4 Councilmember Ron
Miller

Water’s Edge Project

You Spoke and We Listened...Rowlett is contemplating the
execution of a land lease for 100 acres of City-owned property
located behind Pecan Grove Park intended for mixed-use
development!
The City has had a letter of intent signed with the developer since November of 2008
and has now progressed to the point where a land lease is the next step. The City
Council will be discussing details of the lease at upcoming Council meetings.
The developer is interested creating a mixed-use development that could include
residential, office space, restaurants, a government center and a marina. This is
precisely the kind of development Rowlett citizens have expressed to the City
Council and City staff through the Realize Rowlett 2020 visioning process that
they would like to see happen in Rowlett and we are looking forward to exploring
this opportunity!
If executed, this lease will give the developer control of the property and they will
then engage the community through a planning Charette and other meetings designed

“

This exciting potential development
could include residential, office
space, restaurants, a government
center and a marina

“

to gather input on how Rowlett residents would like to see the property developed and
then evaluate what the market will support. At the conclusion of this public input/
data gathering process, which is anticipated to take several months, the City Council
will have to determine whether the proposed project meets with the community’s
vision and generates an appropriate return on investment for the City’s leased land.
Stay tuned for more details on this exciting development opportunity coming in the
near future!

Did you know...
Many citizens
Where Do My Taxes Go?
believe that all of
the taxes paid to
Garland ISD 47.8%
the Dallas County
Tax Assessor at
City of Rowlett 28.5%
the end of each
Parkland Hospital 10.5%
year are paid
Dallas County 9.6%
to the City of
Rowlett. The City
Dallas County Community
College 3.6%
actually receives
a small portion
of the taxes paid,
totaling 28.5%, based on the average taxable home value. The largest recipient of the
taxes paid is Garland Independent School District, receiving nearly half of the total
(47.8%).

For more information on brush & bulky waste
collection or to schedule a pick-up, please contact
IESI at 972-475-3600 or visit Rowlett.com

5

Brush & Bulky
Waste Tips

1
2
3
4
5

Brush & Bulky Waste Collection
The City of Rowlett, through IESI, provides weekly
brush and bulky item collection on a call-in basis by
contacting IESI at 972-475-3600. All collections will be
scheduled to be picked up within 14 days. Place items in
the same pick-up location as your poly cart.
Item Limitations

Up to five bulky items and up to ten cubic yards of
brush and corrugated cardboard (a pile equivalent to 8
feet by 8 feet by 4 feet) may be collected per residence
each week when a call is placed to schedule pickup.

Acceptable Items for Bulky Waste Collection
Refrigerators and freezers with certification that the
Freon has been removed. All other major household
appliances, furniture, TVs, microwaves, water heaters
and other small household appliances.

Unacceptable Items for Collection

Construction, demolition and roofing materials,
dirt, rock and concrete, automobile parts, tires and
batteries, liquids such as paint, motor oil and solvents,
other hazardous materials (e.g., herbicides, pesticides,
fertilizers, pool chemicals, etc.) are all considered
unacceptable items for collection.

Acceptable Items for Brush Collection

Group all brush into an organized no longer than
60” in length. Place leaves in bags. Only brush
generated by the individual resident will be collected.
Landscaping services and tree trimming companies
are required to remove and dispose of all brush waste
generated as a result of their work.

Parks and recreation news
Keep Fit and Stay Cool!

Check Out the Classes and Activities at the Rowlett
Community Centre in the Fall Lakeside Leisure Catalog

The Fall Lakeside Leisure has
information on over 50 ways to get
healthy and stay active...right here
in your home town!
Get fit with Zumba, Body Works,
Spin, Yogalates and many other
excersise classes. Sign the kids up
for raquetball, basketball, soccer,
hockey and swim team. Adults can
get in on the team sports action as
well with basketball, volleyball and

LEISURE

FALL 2011

Registration is now open for a full
slate of fitness classes, children’s
activities, sports teams and
activities for older adults offered
by the Parks and Recreation
Department at the Rowlett
Community Centre.

A publication of

softball. There are many activities
for older adults, too, such as bridge,
monthly lunch socials, fitness and
computer classes, and field trips to
the Dallas Arboretum, State Fair of
Texas and Choctaw Casino.
New offerings include Hip Hop and
Jazz for 6-12 year-olds and Stay
Active and Independent for Life
(SAIL), an exercise class designed
to improve strength, balance and
fitness for seniors.
Browse the Fall Lakeside Leisure.
and find a class or activity perfect
for you and your family! For more
information please contact the
Rowlett Community Centre at 972412-6170.

Re g i s t rat i o n fo r f a l l p ro g ra ms b e g i ns Aug ust 1 st !

Youth Basketball
Registration
November 1-30
Page 13

Downtown Event
YOGALATES
begins September 6
Series
8
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The Wet Zone

Rowlett’s family water park

School may be starting again soon but the Wet Zone is still
open and has a fun-filled calendar!

Don’t Fry Day – August 12
Show your sunscreen & get $1
off admission! We will have short
presentations throughout the day about
the importance of sunscreen, how often
to apply and fun trivia games for prizes!
BOGO Days - August 15, 17, 18
It’s the last full week the Wet Zone is
open so bring a friend out and enjoy the
park before summer ends and school is

back in session. Purchase one admission
and receive the second admission of
equal or lesser value for FREE!

copies of vaccinations to participate. All
proceeds will assist animals in the Rowlett
area.

August 21 - Pooch Plunge
It’s time to “let the dogs out” during this
annual doggie swim day co-hosted by
the Friends of Rowlett Animals. Cost is
$5 per dog, humans get in free! Each
dog will need their Rabies tags or paper

For more information including hours of
operation and admission pricing, please
visit the Wet Zone page of Rowlett.com

While You Wait Program Returns

Hosted by Rowlett Parks and Recreation, this popular after-school
program returns after Labor Day.
The Rowlett Parks and
Recreation Department has
developed the While You Wait
afterschool program for local
middle and high school students.
This successful initiative, which
kicked off last spring, is an
drop-in outdoor program with
supervised activities for youth

waiting for their rides in the
from Coyle Middle School &
Rowlett High School. The core
curriculum includes components
of nutrition, physical fitness, and
civic awareness and is measured
against the Center for Disease
Control’s recommendation
for physical activities. The

program, held on Mondays
and Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m.
at Herfurth Park served over
100 youth each day last school
year, and will return shortly
after Labor Day. Please contact
the Parks and Recreation
Department at 972-412-6145
for more information.

Animal Shelter
Adopt-a-Thon

Saturday, August 13
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Rowlett Animal Shelter
4402 Industrial St.
Come find your new best
friend at the Pet
Adopt-a-Thon and Low
Cost Vaccination and
Microchip Clinic
Vaccination Clinic
Dr. David Shirley of
Affordable Vet Care
12:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Microchip Clinic
Dr. Lori McKelroy of
Four Paws Animal
Hospital
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
$20 microchipping,
includes lifetime
registration.
For more information, please
contact the Animal Shelter
972-412-6219.

Citizen’s Police Academy

Fall session begins August 25 - registration now open!
Is CSI your favorite television
show? Are you interested in
the inner workings of your
police department? Then the
Citizens Police Academy is
for you! Registration for the
Rowlett Police Department’s
Fall Citizens Police Academy
(CPA) is now open through
August 18. The CPA an exciting
11-week course held one night
per week that is designed to help
you, the Rowlett resident, better
understand what a police officer
encounters while on duty.
Each week you will have a
qualified police instructor
explain how each section of
the Rowlett Police Department
operates.

You will learn about the:
Code Enforcement Department
Communications
Crime Scene Unit
Criminal Investigations Division
Crisis Negotiation Team
Detention Services
Patrol Division
Records Section
SWAT Team
Traffic Division
There is an evening at the
shooting range with hands-on
instruction in the use of police
firearms and a driving course
where students are able to drive
a police squad car. You will also
do a ride along with an officer on
patrol.

Upon graduation, participants
are eligible to join the
Volunteers in Police Services
(VIPS). The Rowlett Police
Department’s Citizens Police
Academy held its first session
in the Spring of 1998 and has
been held twice yearly since
inception with participation
from over 300 citizens to date.
For more information or to
register please contact Kristin
Harris at 972-412-6283 or by
email.

Rowlett Road Phase 2

an update on the year-long project
subsidized by federal grant money,
watch for the project to begin soon.

On May 3 the City Council awarded
a $3.64 million contract to Tri-Con
Construction, a Rowlett construction
company, to improve Rowlett Road.
The City really appreciates that we are
all suffering from ‘construction fatigue’
and would have preferred to wait until
the completion of the President George
Bush Turnpike (PGBT) and the DART
Light Rail Blue Line Extension before
starting this project. However, the
community received almost $4 million
in federal funds, approximately 80% of
the cost, because it was ‘shovel ready’
so we must start now. Rowlett Road
Phase 2 construction will begin the first
of September and is expected to last 18
months.
A neighborhood meeting was held on
Wednesday evening, July 20 to not only
update the community on the status
of the project, but to emphasize how
important it is to City staff, Tri-Con,

and the project engineer (Grantham
& Associates) that every reasonable
consideration be given to the citizens of
Rowlett and the travelling public during
the construction.
Phase 2 will replace the existing fourlane divided road, which is in poor
condition, with a new six-lane divided
road between Century Drive and just
north of Miller Road. Currently, Rowlett
Road is a six lane divided road on either
end of Phase 2. The north end was
improved with Rowlett Road Phase 1
and the south end was improved with
the Miller Road intersection.
In addition to the new road, this project
includes the following improvements:
•
•

Replacement of water and sanitary
sewer lines in poor condition.
Adding new sidewalks; 10-foot on
the west side and 5-foot sidewalk

Construction Corner

street construction projects around town
Dalrock Road Improvements
The City recently made concrete repairs on Dalrock Road between SH-66
and I-30. As part of this project, the northbound left turn lane at SH-66
and Chiesa was extended to increase the capacity by 3-5 cars. The left turn
lane at Sh-66 was also extended and increased capacity by 14-20 cars.
These improvements were made to reduce the number of vehicles impeding
through traffic.

•

•
•

on the east side.
Extending turn lane lengths where
necessary and closing the median
opening at Christine Street due to
safety considerations.
Installing a new median irrigation
system and new street lights.
Installing stamped concrete
throughout the narrow sections of
median and replacing the existing
trees with crape myrtles, whose
roots are less likely to damage the
adjacent pavement.

During most of the construction,
traffic will be reduced to a minimum
of one lane in each direction. The
first major sequence of construction
has traffic being moved to the
existing southbound lanes while the
northbound lanes are replaced. Once
the northbound lanes are completed,
traffic will be moved to them while the
southbound lanes are replaced.

Fireworks on Main Celebration
Over 8,500 Rowlett residents enjoyed Fireworks On Main, Rowlett’s
annual celebration of our nation’s freedom on Sunday, July 3

2nd Annual
Volunteer Fair
a Success!

Rowlett residents were
given the opportunity
to learn about positions
available on all the City
Boards and Commissions as
well as the various volunteer
opportunities throughout
City departments.
Thank you to all the
engaged citizens who
attended, and to our
wonderful volunteers!
If you were unable to attend
the fair, but are interested
in more information about
volunteering for your City,
please visit the Volunteer
Program page of www.
rowlett.com or contact
Denise Perrin at 972-4126192 or by email.

“

Fantastic event and
fireworks!! Thanks for having
grand events where families can
make memories.

“

The 2nd Annual
Boards and
Commissions
Volunteer Fair was
held on July 28 at the
Rowlett Community
Centre.

Feedback from an
appreciative Rowlett family

Thank-you Vernon &
Lorene Schrade

Their generous donation makes a big difference in
the preservation of the historic Coyle House.
A celebration was held recently
to thank Vernon and Lorene
Schrade for their incredibly
generous donation of $150,000
to the City for the preservation
of the historic Coyle House, now
located in Pecan Grove Park.
The NTTA moved the house
from its original location at the
corner of Main and Kirby Road.
Mrs. Schrade, along with her
twin sister, was born in the home
and was moved to learn that
the City did not have available

funding to make the immediate
improvements necessary to
prevent it from being boarded
up.
The Schrade’s donation will be
used to stabilize the exterior
of the home and surrounding
buildings, apply a new roof and
demolish and replace the porch,
windows, and rotten siding on
the exterior of both the garage
and home. Old lead paint will be
removed and new paint applied,
the garage will be straightened

Mayor Todd Gottel (r) presents Mr.
& Mrs. Schrade with a replica of the
plaque which will be mounted to the
Coyle House

and the milk shed rebuilt.
Watch the wonderfully
moving video shown at the
celebration, which includes an
interview with the Schrade’s
and details about their family’s
long history in Rowlett.

this month’s success story

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar
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City Council
Meeting
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9
10
Joint P&Z/
City Council
Meeting
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12
13
Don’t Fry
Adopt-aDay @ The Wet thon

7:30 pm @ City
Hall

7

8

Zone

5:30 @ City
Hall

14

10am-5pm @
Rowlett Animal
Shelter

18
15
16
17
19
BOGO
@
BOGO @
City Council BOGO @
The Wet Zone Meeting
The Wet Zone The Wet Zone

20

26

27

7:30 pm @ City
Hall

21
Pooch
Plunge @
The Wet Zone

22
First Day of
School
GISD &
RISD

23

28

29

30

(972) 463-CITY

24

25
Town Hall
Meeting

7:00 @ Community Centre

31

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088
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