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a monthly newsletter for the Rowlett community

On the Move

North Texas
Municipal Water
District Eases Water
Restrictions
Weekly landscape watering
depending on the last number in an
address is among the changes.

Due to recent heavy rains, the District has adjusted the Stage 3
Water Restriction requirements to better reflect the lake levels.
As has been discussed in this newsletter for the past few months, the North Texas
Municipal Water District (NTMWD) is no longer facing the challenge presented
by last summer’s record-setting drought, but still is experiencing a water supply
issue. 28% of their supply is
unavailable as Lake Texoma
cannot be utilized because of
the invasive Zebra Mussel
infestation; therefore we
must remain in Stage 3 Water
Restrictions with a continued
10% reduction goal.
However there is good news to
report! Due to the extremely wet
winter North Texas experienced,
lake levels are back to normal
and, in the case of Lake Lavon, even overly full. The Army Corps of Engineers
has required the release of water from the lake to keep the area from flooding. But,
continued on page 2
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City Welcomes new
Police Chief

Former DeSoto Police Chief Mike
Brodnax will take over beginning
April 9
The City of Rowlett would like to welcome William
M. “Mike” Brodnax as our new Chief of Police. Chief
Brodnax will take over the reins from Chief Matt Walling,
who retired on March 31 after 25 years of service to the
City.
A nationwide search was conducted and over 80 applications
were received. Interviews were conducted with candidates
literally from coast to coast. The search for a new chief was a
very participatory process with over 150 people included in the
final interview process!
Chief Brodnax has over 34 years of law enforcement experience
and has served as Chief of Police for DeSoto, TX for the past 17
years. He has a Masters of Arts in Organizational Management
from Dallas Baptist University; Bachelor of Applied Science/
Criminal Justice from Dallas Baptist University; graduated
from the 212th FBI National Academy; State of Texas Certified
Public Manager; and is a certified mediator. The Chief worked
his way through the ranks including being a Patrol Officer,
Corporal, Sergeant, Lieutenant, and Chief of Police. He has
supervised and worked in most divisions including Patrol,
Criminal Investigations, Narcotics, Internal Affairs and Tactical.
He also served as a Field Training Officer and supervised
continued on page 2

continued from page 1

because of the ongoing supply
issue, the NTMWD has mandated
we remain in Stage 3 Water
Restrictions, although those
restrictions have been adjusted
and are even less restrictive than
their ‘normal’ level.
Going forward citizens may now
perform landscape watering once
a week, the day to be determined
by the last number of the address.

“

A weekly watering
schedule using address
numbers allows the
water system to better
ensure adequate water
pressure for everyone.

”

Tim Rogers
Utility Operations Manager

Other Stage 3 Restrictions now
include:
•
No landscape watering
between 10:00 A.M. and 6:00
P.M.
•
Foundations, new
landscaping and new
plantings (first year) of
shrubs and trees may be
watered for up to two hours
on any day by a hand-held
hose, a soaker hose or a
dedicated zone using a drip
irrigation system.
•
Existing swimming pools
may be drained and refilled.
•
Public athletic fields used for
competition may be watered
twice per week.
•
Operation of ornamental
fountains is allowed if treated
water is used.
•
Hydroseeding,
hydromulching and sprigging
is allowed.
•
No washing or rinsing of
vehicles by hose except with
a hose-end cutoff nozzle.
Please click on these links for
more information on Stage 3
Water Restrictions and the City’s
Water Management Plan.

City of Rowlett Welcomes New Police Chief Mike Brodnax
(continued from page 1)
the Dallas County Auto Theft Task Force (multiagency) from 1994 – 1996. He served as Tactical
Commander of SWAT for 9 of the 11 years he served
on SWAT prior to being promoted to Chief.
Chief Brodnax has demonstrated a real talent for
innovation throughout his career. DeSoto was one
of the first police agencies in Texas that initiated
the policy of towing vehicles that were not covered
by minimum liability insurance, which has now
been adopted by most Texas Police Departments.
He introduced the “Force Multiplier” to the
citizens of DeSoto, which is a program designed
to partner police and citizens in an effort to reduce
crime and strengthen code enforcement efforts
within the community; encourages homeowner
associations to be formed within neighborhoods;
and involve citizens to be the “eyes and ears” for
the police regarding suspicious activities when
they are occurring. He is also very supportive of
regional initiatives including: being instrumental
in the forming of a Special Response Team (SRT),
which is a highly trained and effective tactical team
that responds to critical incidents within the SRT
agencies, that utilizes federal and state grants to
fund programs; and being instrumental in bringing
Southern High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area
(Southern HIDTA) to south Dallas County and Ellis
County, which partners with the IRS to support this
initiative.
The Chief is also very cognizant of our role
as conscientious stewards of taxpayer dollars.
He initiated the Public Service Officer (PSO)
program that hires non-certified individuals to take
specifically identified police reports along with
performing other non-police duties which allowed
certified police officers more time to address
community concerns. He was also instrumental in

When Can I Water?

Rowlett Police Chief Mike Brodnax

forming and managing a regional jail that averages
7000+ prisoners per year.

“

I am excited, delighted
and can’t wait to begin
my journey serving the
citizens of Rowlett!

”

Mike Brodnax
Police Chief

Please join us in welcoming Chief Mike Brodnax to
the City of Rowlett!

Weekly watering schedule is determined by the last number of the address.

City Celebrates our volunteers!
National Volunteer Week
is April 15-21
In Fiscal Year 2011, City of Rowlett volunteers
donated 26,606 hours at a cost-savings to taxpayers
of $538,777! City staff and citizens alike say a
collective “Thank-you!!”
National Volunteer Week is about inspiring, recognizing and
encouraging people to seek out imaginative ways to engage in
their communities. It’s about demonstrating to the nation that
by working together, in unison, we have the fortitude to meet
our challenges and accomplish our goals.
National Volunteer Week is about taking action, encouraging
individuals and their respective communities to be at the center
of social change—discovering and actively demonstrating
their collective power to foster positive transformation.
Established in 1974, National Volunteer Week has grown
exponentially in scope each year since, drawing the support
and endorsement of all subsequent U.S. presidents, governors,
mayors and other respected elected officials.

Mayor Gottel, along with City Manager Lynda Humble,
recognized several City volunteers as he proclaimed National
Volunteer Week in Rowlett at the April 3 City Council Meeting.

National Volunteer Week is not only our moment in time
to celebrate our volunteers, but to enable a nation to share
ideas, practices, and stories, wherever they happen, and
shaping a movement to re-imagine the notion of citizenship
for the 21st century!
If you are interested in Volunteering for YOUR community,
please contact Denise Perrin at 972-412-6192, via email, or
visit the Volunteer Program page of www.rowlett.com!

Rowlett Honors Communications Officers

National Public SafetyTelecommunications Officer Week is
April 8-14
The City of Rowlett recognizes the pivotal role played by our telecommunication staff.
These vital members of our public
safety staff utilize telephones,
radios, computers and their
technical skills to provide support
to Law Enforcement, Fire Services,
Emergency Medical Services and
other governmental field personnel.

Mayor Pro Tem Phillips, along with City Manager
Lynda Humble and Acting Police Chief David
Nabors, recognized Rhonda Wilson and Beth English
as representatives of the City’s Communications
Officers as he proclaimed National Public Safety
Telecommunicators Week in Rowlett at the April 3
City Council Meeting.

As in most communities across
the nation, the Rowlett Police
Department Communications
Officers are the voice of 9-1-1.
They are the first public safety
officials a citizen speaks to in a
moment of crisis. Communications
Officers are highly trained

specialists capable of quickly and
efficiently getting a citizen the
necessary police, fire, or medical
assistance. They are on duty
24-hours a day, seven days a week,
365 days a year, providing rapid
access to Police and Fire services,
as well as a calm, reassuring voice
to citizens in distress.
The Police and Fire Departments
of the City of Rowlett, as well as
its citizens, are very fortunate to be
served by such professionals.

Oncor Tree Trimming to Occur
in April

Regular tree trimming is necessary as trees,
lightning and wildlife are the three major
causes of power outages.

One overgrown tree can cause an electrical fault that
might interrupt an entire circuit from the substation
and cause a loss of service to homes, schools,
businesses and traffic signal lights. Oncor utilizes
the highest pruning and safety standards, in fact they
have been a Tree Line USA Award recipient every
year since 2001.
Oncor Electric Delivery’s contractor, Wright Tree
Service, will be trimming trees in Rowlett during
April. All persons affected will be notified prior
to the trimming taking place by means of a door

hanger. Oncor trims to industry
standards and will be trimming
those affected trees 7 ft. as a rule;
however, cuts could go back to the
trunk in some cases so as not to
jeopardize the health of the tree.
Oncor uses directional pruning
methods and it is normal procedure
for the cuts to be in the shape of
“V”, “L” or “C” depending on the
proximity of the trees to the lines,
the type of tree, etc.

Streets involved:
Rowlett Rd.
Big A Rd.
PGBT (West side of highway from Toler
to Industrial & East side of highway from
Flamingo to Hwy 66)
Lakewood Pkwy. - Hwy 66 (South side from
PGBT to Edgewater & North side from
Edgewater to the lake)
Edgewater Dr.
Please contact Oncor at 972-985-2066 with
any questions or concerns.

City Advocates for Springfield Residents
Regarding Flood Insurance
Public Works and Development staff springs into action when posed with a
question that did not have a satisfactory answer!
plain and the associated risks to properties and the loaning institutions. While
there are sometime changes to the flood plain that either occur naturally, through
development or other public improvements, the process to verify, document and
then convince FEMA to change the requirements can be lengthy, cumbersome
and even costly, particularly for just one homeowner to pursue.

When several Rowlett residents living in the Springfield
subdivision came to the Public Works Department
asking “What can we do about our high flood insurance
rates?” and “Why do we even have to have this?”, City
staff’s only answer could be “Our hands are tied, this is
the National Flood Insurance Program, not something
that the City of Rowlett can control. It’s a Federal
mandate administered by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).”
Not satisfied with this answer, the Public Works staff
decided to look into this as a way to advocate for our
community and these citizens.The FEMA requirements
are typically required by mortgage holders and loaning
institutions to secure their investments from any
potential loss from flooding hazards. FEMA manages
this entire process and determines the limits of the flood

“

This is just another fine example of
the “behind the scenes” work that the
staff in the Public Works Department
does for our community, getting a return
on your investment in our community.

”

Jim Proce
Your Friendly Neighborhood Public Works Director

Navigating the FEMA process and supplying the necessary documentation, the
Public Works staff was successful in getting the appropriate review completed in
a timely fashion. The application was completed at no cost to the City of Rowlett
and resulted in FEMA’s reconsideration and eventual reclassification of many
of these properties. This resulted in their exemption from the flood insurance
requirements and a considerable cost savings! Of 177 properties evaluated, all but
five were exempt.

Keep Rowlett Beautiful
City Volunteer Organization Hosts Two Events in April

Great American Cleanup

Electronics Recycling Roundup

Saturday, April 28
9:00 A.M.
Various Locations Around Rowlett

Saturday, April 14
9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Rowlett Home Depot parking lot

Clean out the garage and safely get rid of
the old, outdated electronics! Items will
be reused, recycled, or safely disposed of.
Acceptable items include printers, copiers,
phones, faxes, computers, monitors,
scanners, TVs, games, batteries…and
much more. Almost anything that runs on
electricity or batteries and the accessories
that go with them will be recycled. For
information, contact Keep Rowlett
Beautiful, 972 463-3929 or info@keeprowlettbeautiful.org.

Join your friends and neighbors, both young and
the young at heart, in this one-day effort to clean
up designated areas around the lake and around
the City of Rowlett. Scout groups, school clubs,
church groups, corporate teams and families are
welcome! KRB will host a Volunteer Thank You
Lunch in the Pavilion at the Wet Zone after the
work is done where everyone can compare their
haul and share bragging rights! To register your
group or just yourself, contact Keep Rowlett
Beautiful at 972 463-3929 or info@keeprowlettbeautiful.org.

Walk to london 2012

Saturday, May 5
10:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Pecan Grove Park (5300 Main Street)
Rowlett residents, and former Olympians, Sammy Walker
and Janine Bowman, along with the Texas Chapter of the
U.S. Olympians & Paralympians Association, host this
event celebrating the 2012 Olympics in London!
Participate in rapid fire Nerf Gun shooting
at targets prepared by Olympic Shooter
Janine Bowman and five-time Shooting
Olympian John McNally from Rockwall.
Other activities include Olympic sport
demonstrations by former Olympians from
around the Metroplex, a celebratory walk

on Pecan Grove Trail and guest Olympians
autographing photos for the kids. First 500
people get free Walk to London T- shirts!
The Walk to London 2012 program is a series
of 20 walks held in communities around
the United States to celebrate the Olympic
and Paralympic Movements and highlight

Did you know...
The Pecan Grove Trail at Pecan Grove Park
was recently designated an Official Walking
Trail by the American Heart Association!

the importance of regular exercise and a
commitment to lifelong fitness ahead of
the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic
Games. The Rowlett event is an advance
celebration for the Dallas leg of the Walk,
which will take place at the Cotton Bowl on
June 22.

National Library Week is
April 8-14

First sponsored in 1958 by the American Library Association,
National Library Week is observed in libraries across the
country each April. libraries and librarians and to promote
library use.
At the Rowlett Public Library, people of all backgrounds come together for
programs, lectures, research, homework help, and job hunting. Citizens visit for
leisure reading, book discussions, and story times with their children. Help us
celebrate National Library Week by visiting your library!

5

Ways YOU Use the
Rowlett Library

1
2
3
4
5

Books, DVDs and more

City Manager Lynda Humble took part as Councilmember Donna Davis recognized
Library Director Kathy Freiheit and members of the Library staff when she proclaimed
National Library Week in Rowlett at the April 3 City Council Meeting.

Annual Rowlett Arts &
Humanities Commission
Writing Contest

Entries Due at the Rowlett Library by Monday, April 23
Do you have a story inside of you just itching to get out? Are you convinced that you
are raising the next great American author? Do you write poems on every available
scrap of paper including the kid’s paper placemats at restaurants? Are you always
saying “Come on kids, let’s put on a show in the barn”?
Then here is your chance to prove you or your kids have what it takes, enter the Arts
& Humanities Writing Contest!
Categories:
Short Works (plays, essays, etc.) – 15-30 minutes in length
Short Story – 1-3 pages double spaced
Poem – 1-2 pages double spaced
Divisions:
Youth – Grades 1 through 12
Adult 18 – years and older
All first place winners will receive a cash award of $100 for each adult category and
$50 for each youth category. These awards will be presented at the Rowlett City
Council meeting on Tuesday, June 5, 2012. For entry forms and more information
please visit the Arts & Humanities page of www.rowlett.com.

The Rowlett Public Library offers 86,529 items for loan.
Last year, library cardholders borrowed 272,442 items
from the Rowlett Public Library.

Get Online!

The library is a vital technology center for people in
need of free Internet access to take a test, apply for a job,
and improve computer skills. Last year 35,289 citizens
used the Library’s PC lab for their Internet access.

Information

Last year, the Library answered 15,331 reference
questions.

There’s Always Something New

The Rowlett Public Library is the community center
of opportunity, education, self-help and
lifelong learning. On an average day, 656 of your
friends and neighbors visit the Rowlett Public
Library.

Entertainment

Last year your Rowlett Library entertained 15,534
citizens at its 595 programs.

April Activities at the Rowlett Library
Alice in Wonderland
Day

Senior Computer Class:
Internet Basics

Make crafts based on Alice in Wonderland characters,
including Mad Hatter hats! Bring your camera and take
a picture with the Mad Hatter! All ages.

Free computer classes for Rowlett seniors in conjunction
with the Rowlett Senior Advisory Board. This class is
limited to 18 participants. To register, call 972-412-6161.
Please plan to attend all three days.

Saturday, April 14
2:00 P.M.

April 17, 18 and 19
8:30 - 10:00 A.M.

City Manager’s Book Club
Finding connections in the most surprising ways!
Thursday, April 19
7:00 pm
Rowlett’s most popular book club meets in April to continue the discussion
of Team of Rivals: The Political Genius of Abraham Lincoln by Doris Kearns
Goodwin as Chapters 20 - Epilogue are reviewed.
A wide variety of book offerings followed by a lively review and conversation
are ensured in this monthly book club led by City Manager Lynda Humble.
Meetings are at 7:00 p.m. on the third Thursday of each month, September
through May.

Rowlett Police Department
to Participate in the National
Take Back Day
Saturday, April 28, 2012
10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre (5300 Main Street)
The Rowlett Police Department is
participating in the National Take Back Day,
a collaborative effort with state and local
law enforcement agencies coordinated by
the Drug Enforcement Agency focused on
removing potentially dangerous controlled
substances from our nation’s medicine
cabinets. A national take-back day provides

a unified opportunity for
the public to surrender
expired, unwanted, or unused
pharmaceutical controlled substances and other medications to law enforcement
officers for destruction.
This one-day effort will bring national focus to the issue of pharmaceutical
controlled substance abuse. The program provides an opportunity for law
enforcement, prevention, treatment, and the business community to collaborate and
establish a safe collection site for all Americans, regardless of where they reside.

Spring has Sprung in Rowlett!

The Rowlett Parks Department Offers
Events For Everyone!
3rd Annual Senior
Health Fair

Annual Kid Fish
Outdoor Extravaganza

Join the Rowlett Senior Advisory Board for the 3rd
Annual Senior Health Fair. Over 40 vendors will be on
hand to give guests insight into the products and services
available to senior citizens in Rowlett and surrounding
communities.

The pond at Community Park will be generously stocked
with 500 pounds of catfish prior to this FREE event
sponsored by the Texas Junior Anglers (TJA). The Kid
Fish event is designed to promote the sport of fishing to
our youth. Prizes and trophies will be awarded to winners
in three age divisions. It is recommended that families
bring their own fishing equipment however TJA will
provide loaner rods, reels, bait and tackle to those who
need them.

Saturday, April 14
9:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre

For more information please call the Community Centre
at (972) 412-6170.

Saturday, April 21
9:00 A.M. - Noon
Community Park (8500 St. Andrews)

Diversity Day

Saturday, April 28
1:00 - 4:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre
Rowlett Diversity Day is an exciting community
event highlighting the various cultures and
heritages of Rowlett residents. The
Community Centre will be
transformed into a global
exploration featuring
live cultural
entertainment, food tastings, art and craft displays and demonstrations
and so much more!

The Rowlett Code Enforcement
Department would like to remind everyone
to take a look at their yards! Due to the warm, wet winter
we just experienced the grass and weed growth have exploded in the
past few weeks. Remember, City ordinance requires you keep grass
and weeds under 12” to avoid a citation!

Get your Rowlett news in many ways...
City News and Information is
Available Daily on the Rowlett
Television Network

Tune into RTN16 (Cable Channel 16) to keep up with what’s
going on in your community!
City Manager Lynda Humble and Mayor Todd
Gottel host “Rowlett on the Water, on the Move!”

Rowlett Television Network (RTN16) features
the City of Rowlett’s national and state awardwinning programming and broadcasts 24 hours a
day, seven days a week.
Watch City Council and Planning and Zoning
Commission meetings live or rebroadcast
multiple times daily. See interviews with
longtime residents and learn about Rowlett’s
past by viewing Hometown History. Keep up

with all that’s going on in our community by watching Rowlett on the Water, on the
Move! hosted by Mayor Todd Gottel along with his co-host City Manager Lynda
Humble. Airing four times daily at 12:00 and 6:00 a.m. and p.m., this fun, fastpaced and informative monthly show features interviews with members of your City
staff and community, police and fire department equipment demonstrations, updates
on DART Light Rail, Rowlett Road Phase II and other street construction projects.
Viewers are also introduced to, and receive updates on, all the projects City staff is
working on such as Realize Rowlett 2020, the City budget, along with Library and
Parks and Recreation programming.
RTN16 can be seen on Time Warner Cable channel 16 or Verizon Cable channel
16 and all programming may also be viewed at your convenience online at www.
rowlett.com. View the complete RTN16 schedule and join us!

Rowlett News - Delivered to You
Sign Up Today!
Click on Notify Me at www.rowlett.com to
have City news delivered right to your inbox!

Did you know...The City of Rowlett
has a YouTube channel?
Watch the Mayor’s recent State of the
City Address, the monthly Rowlett
on the Water, on the Move! television
show featuring the Mayor and City
Manager Lynda Humble, special
event wrap-ups, Realize Rowlett
2020 presentations and more!
Subscribe and receive notifications
when new videos are added.

News and Information at your
fingertips...updated daily at
www.rowlett.com!

this month’s success story

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.
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Weekly Watering Schedule
Begins

National Public
Safety Telecommunications
Officer Week

City Council Meeting
7:30 pm @ City Hall

Realize Rowlett
2020 Downtown
Mtg.
6 pm @ RCC

National Library Week

National Volunteer Week

(972) 463-CITY

Senior Computer
Class 8:30-10am @
Library
City Council Meeting
7:30 pm @ City Hall

Senior Computer Class
8:30-10am @
Library

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

Senior Computer
Class 8:30-10am @
Library
City Manager’s
Book Club
7pm @ Library

Senior Health
Fair 9-1 @ RCC
KRB’s Electronics Recycling
Roundup
9-1 @ Home
Depot
Alice in Wonderland Day
2 @ Library
Kid Fish 9-12 @
Comm. Park

Diversity Day
1-4 @ RCC
KRB’s Great
American
Cleanup 9am
Nat’l Take Back
Day
10-2 @ RCC

www.rowlett.com

