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March is Clean-up Month in Rowlett!

MARCH CLEAN-UP
CAMPAIGN
The City of Rowlett
is excited to welcome
Mary Wilson, one of the
original Supremes, to
perform as the headliner
of the 2013 Fireworks on
Main event on Thursday,
July 4, 2013.
At their peak in the mid1960s, the Supremes
rivaled the Beatles in
worldwide popularity
and their family-friendly
music crosses the
boundaries of cultures,
genders and generations.
Fans of Wilson can hear
her smoky voice in the latest Supremes collection, Diana Ross & The
Supremes: The No.1’s, re-mastered original recordings of their charttopping hits. This year also marks the 50th anniversary of the Supremes
and will be a focal point of the show. Radio One-Dallas (Old School
94.5 FM) has come on board as a sponsor and will broadcast live from
Downtown Rowlett on July 4.
continued on page 2

March 1 - 31, 2013
Dumpsters located at 1409 Castle Drive
Open Daily 10:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.
Trim those trees and bushes, increase your property value and
get a jump on spring cleaning! The annual March Clean-up
Campaign allows Rowlett residents to dispose of brush and
nonhazardous bulk items free of charge and without limits on
the number of
visits.
The program
runs every
day in March,
including
weekends,
weather
permitting.
The site will
be closed if it
is raining. A
driver’s license
or ID is required as proof of residence. Those with a Wylie
address and an East Fork water bill are acceptable.
continued on page 2

continued from page 1

(continued from page 1)

Attendance for this hometown celebration of
our nation’s freedom has increased steadily
through the years with 8,000 residents and
visitors in 2010 growing to 12,000 last year.
The Fireworks on Main event also features
lots of children’s activities, your favorite fair
foods and shopping opportunities from local
vendors.

MARCH CLEAN-UP
CAMPAIGN

“Since 2010 the attendance has consistently
grown,” said Jermel Stevenson, Rowlett
parks and recreation director. “We anticipate
that with DART Light Rail now available
to bring folks in from around the Metroplex
and the caliber of entertainment booked, this
year we will have 20,000 visitors!”

Hazardous Waste Disposal
Hazardous and Unacceptable Materials
Include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

This is an exciting event for our
Downtown businesses, as based on
a conservative formula, the City
garners approximately $7.50 in
economic impact per attendee from
70 percent of the attendees.

“

Televisions, computer components
or monitors
Tires, batteries or automobile parts
Any chemicals or liquids such as
paint, motor oil or solvents
Dirt, rock or concrete
Construction, demolition or roofing
materials
Herbicides, pesticides, fertilizers or
pool chemicals
Freon or Freon-containing
appliances (such as air conditioners,
freezers, or refrigerators)
Commercial contractor discards

now available to bring
folks in from around
the Metroplex and the
caliber of entertainment
booked, this year we will

”

have 20,000 attendees!
Jermel Stevenson
Parks & Recreation Director

Bring them to the Dallas County
Home Chemical Collection
Center, located at 11234 Plano
Road in Dallas. ALL residents of
Rowlett, including those residing
in Rockwall County, may use
this facility at no charge. Driver’s
license AND a current utility bill
are required as proof of residence.

DID YOU KNOW...

We anticipate that
with DART Light Rail

Dispose of household
chemical products the
responsible way:

If the urge to spring clean hits
you in April (or any other month
of the year!), instead of during
the March Clean-up Campaign,
unlimited brush and bulky
waste pickup is included at no
extra charge in your weekly
trash service! Simply place
brush and bulky items next to
trash and recycling polycarts
and they will be picked up on
the normal trash day. If it is an

extraordinarily large pile of
brush, a second truck may be
required and the pickup will
occur within the same week.
This service has significantly
improved customer service
to our citizens and aids in
reducing the amount of time
Code Enforcement Officers
must engage to manage piles of
junk and debris throughout our
community.

For more information on the March Clean-up
Campaign, please call the City of Rowlett Action
Center at 972-412-6100!

City Volunteer Organization Hosts Two Clean-up Events in April

Keep Rowlett Beautiful
Reuse, Recycle and Clean-up!

Electronics Recycling Roundup
Saturday, April 27
9:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Rowlett Home Depot parking lot
Clean out the garage and safely get
rid of the old, outdated electronics!
Items will be reused, recycled, or
safely disposed of. Acceptable items
include printers, copiers, phones, faxes,
computers, monitors, scanners, TVs,
games, batteries…and much more.
Almost anything that runs on electricity
or batteries and the accessories that
go with them will be recycled. For
information, contact Keep Rowlett Beautiful, 972 463-3929 or
info@keeprowlettbeautiful.org.

Great American Clean-up
Saturday, April 13
9:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
Various Locations Around Rowlett
Join your friends and neighbors, both
young and the young at heart, in this
one-day effort to clean up designated
areas around the lake and around the
City of Rowlett. Scout groups, school
clubs, church groups, corporate teams
and families are welcome! KRB will
host a Volunteer Thank You Lunch in the
Pavilion at the Wet Zone after the work
is done where everyone can compare
their haul and share bragging rights! To register your group or just
yourself, contact Keep Rowlett Beautiful at 972 463-3929 or info@
keeprowlettbeautiful.org.

Two Local Groups Give Back!

Community Service Days

A group of employees from the Rowlett
Raising Cane’s location donated their Saturday
morning to water proof the docks at Lakeside
and Paddle Point Parks. This was their second
community service day volunteering for the
City and we sure appreciate their help!

Alex Hart managed his Eagle Scout project
at Katy Park as 20 volunteers scraped and
painted the wrought iron fence.

THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT OFFERS TIPS FOR YOUR SPRING LANDSCAPE

MARCH IS TEXAS SMARTSCAPE MONTH
IT’S PLANTING SEASON
AGAIN! TO USE WATER
RESPONSIBLY AND
BE ECOLOGICALLY
FRIENDLY WE HAVE
SOME ADVICE FROM
TEXAS SMARTSCAPE.

and they look great with less
a beautiful garden using
effort. They also attract the
over 200 landscaping plants,
hummingbirds and butterflies
shrubs, grasses and trees that
that call
are native
North
or adapted
SmartScape is a regionally coordinated
Central
to our
effort to promote water conservation,
Texas
regional
pollution prevention, recycling,
their
climate
composting, and waste reduction.
home.
and local

T

conditions.

exas SmartScape’s goal
is to conserve local water
and improve water quality by
reducing the amount of water,
fertilizer and pesticides used in
landscaping. Their interactive
website, www.txsmartscape.
com, walks property owners
step-by-step through designing

T

hese plants will stand up
to the hot dry summer much
better than many species
commonly planted. Using
these plants keeps your water
bill down, conserves water
during drought conditions

S

martScape was
specifically designed
for this region by
a collaboration
of organizations
including the North
Central Texas Council
of Governments,
Tarrant County Health

TOOLS

D

esign

While the site can’t design your
backyard for you, it will point out
aspects such as sun and drainage
to consider. Most importantly, it
lays out the steps to take to ensure
a successful garden.

P

Department, Texas Extension
Service, Tarrant Regional
Water District, Texas Parks
and Wildlife and Weston
Gardens.

SOLUTIONS

I

nstead of Red-Tip Photinias try
American Beauty Berry. It’s a native
plant that flowers in the summer and
does well in sunny to shady conditions!

F

or a shade tree try a native Pecan
or Shumard Oak.

lant Selection

The site has a robust plant database
that is searchable by plant type, water needs, size, color and/or light
requirement. All the plants are native or adaptive species and more
likely to thrive in the hot, dry north Texas summer!

C

are and Maintenance Guidelines

This includes information on pruning, watering and fertilizer
needs. With a SmartScape plant, the need for water and fertilizer
is reduced so time and money are saved while benefiting the
environment. It’s a win-win!

F

or some color try Mexican
Dwarf Petunia or Black Eyed
Susan’s!

T

here are many gorgeous and
native plant species you can choose
from. Reduced water consumption
and potion from runoff fertilizers
benefits everyone. So before heading
to the garden store, take a look at
www.txsmartscape.com for some
great planting tips!

Community Services Officer

Citizen / Police Partnership

Meet
Chad
Caldwell
The Community Services
Division of the Police
Department would like to
introduce Officer Chad
Caldwell as the new Community Services Officer. The community
services officer oversees crime prevention programs for the city of
Rowlett and coordinates programs such as Crime Watch, National
Night Out, Volunteers in Police Service (VIPS) and the Citizen’s Police
Academy.
Officer Caldwell has been a police officer for over 13 years, 10 of
those with Rowlett. He has served as a training officer in patrol,
bicycle patrol member, and is currently a physical fitness instructor
and a Texas Commission on Law Enforcement Officer Standards and
Education (TCLEOSE) certified instructor for in service training. Since
2008, Officer Caldwell has been a School Resource Officer and was
responsible for the elementary schools on the west side of Rowlett.
Through his law enforcement experience, Officer Caldwell has gained
extensive knowledge of crime prevention which will aid him well as
he begins this next chapter of service to the citizens of our community
with the Rowlett Police Department.

Crime
Watch
Summit
The Rowlett Police
Department had the honor
of hosting the City’s first
Crime Watch Summit on
January 31 at the Rowlett Community Centre. Over 35 representatives
from Rowlett neighborhood Crime Watch groups were in attendance.
This gathering was held so citizens could share strategies that have
improved safety within their neighborhoods. Representatives from
the Crime Watch groups interacted with one another to offer feedback
and advice and received in-depth information from the police officers
in attendance. Enhancements to current programs were discussed and
lots of crime prevention tips were shared! One such tip was the launch
of RowlettPD Tip, a free app that can now be downloaded to any smart
phone allowing citizens to anonymously report crime to the Rowlett
police.
Plans are underway to make this a bi-annual event to assist the police
in their goals of further reducing crime in Rowlett and empowering our
citizens to make a difference within their communities.

Great Texas Warrant Roundup
Rowlett Police Department joins 160 law enforcement agencies
throughout North Texas in an effort to clear open warrants.
Beginning Saturday, March 2 and running through Saturday, March 9, more than 160 law
enforcement jurisdictions throughout the greater North Texas area will conduct the Great
Texas Warrant Roundup. In this wide ranging effort, officers will seek out and arrest people
with outstanding warrants pending before their respective Municipal Courts.
An amnesty period for those with Failure to Appear Warrants will be offered beginning
Saturday, March 2 at 7:30 a.m. and continuing through Saturday, March 9 at 5:00 p.m.
Citizens will have the opportunity to have their Failure to Appear (FTA) warrant dismissed
upon payment in full of the originally charged warrant offense. This provides a savings of
nearly $300 to those with an FTA warrant in addition to their original charge. No special
court date or hearing is required, those wishing to have their FTA’s dismissed may come to
the Municipal Court during normal business hours to pay their original charge, or contact the
Warrant Clerk at 972-463-3938 to pay via telephone. Online payments are also accepted.
There are options available to warrant offenders which will keep them from being arrested
during the roundup, but the time to discuss those options is before officers arrive at the
door. By that time it’s too late and offenders will be posting a bond, paying their fine, or
immediately going to jail. Those with outstanding Rowlett Municipal Court warrants who
wish to avoid being contacted by law enforcement and jailed on their warrants should
contact the Rowlett Municipal Court at 972-412-6222 or the Police Department Warrant
Section at 972-463-3938.

“

While we normally focus on
those with multiple warrants
and higher bond amounts,
during a warrant roundup
every single warrant will be
pursued. Persons who think
that we will not seek them
out because they have only
one warrant should not be
comfortable with that idea.
Lt. Leroy Brantley
Rowlett Police Department

”

Monthly Financial Update
The City of Rowlett’s monthly financial report is provided
as one element in the City’s effort to ensure financial
transparency for its citizens and policy makers.
The Finance Department prepares the
The purpose of this effort is two-fold.
report and presents it to the City Council
First, the report informs the City Council
at a regular City Council
and public regarding the
“The net surplus from
meeting each month. While
status of the City’s financial
the presentation made at the
position. In other words,
operations is $12.5
Council meeting usually
where are we versus where
provides a high level
did we project we would
million. This is $1.5
overview, the report itself
be at this time of the fiscal
is very detailed, providing
year. Second, it informs
million better than
information on each of the
the staff and City Council
City’s funds, key local,
about significant variances
expected at this point
state and national economic
in projected versus actual
in the year. The figures revenues and expenditures.
indicators, and “dashboard”
information about the City’s
This allows the Council
for December project a to monitor and make
primary operating funds,
major revenue sources and
and to make
positive trend so far this adjustments,
overall fund performance.
decisions appropriately for
future budgets. You could
fiscal year”
This report is prepared in a
say that this report serves as
way as to provide financially
Alan Guard an early warning system!
relevant information that is
Director of Financial Services
easy to read and understand.
The report provided to
Staff uses a forecasting model
Council in February
based on historical data in order to provide
includes financial information through
a framework for comparing projected
December. We are now one quarter, or
performance to actual performance.
three months, through our fiscal year.

SPOTLIGHT ON:
FY 2013 $2.2 million
Utility Fund gain
provided through the
October, 2012 increase
to water and sewer rates.

On the revenue side of the equation, overall,
the City has earned or received $28.0 million
for all funds in Fiscal Year 2013 (FY 2013).
This amount is 35.2% of the approved
operating budget of $79.6 million and is 2.1%
higher than the forecast projected through the
month of December!
Expenditures have totaled $15.5 million
for FY 2013. This amount is 19.5% of the
approved operating budget of $79.6 million
and is 5.7% lower than forecast through the
third month of the fiscal year.
View the December Monthly Financial Report.

The Utility Fund
Water Line Replacements
Lift Station Repairs and Pump Replacements
Manhole Replacements
Sewer Line Replacements
This year’s budget included an
increase to water and sewer rates.
These increases were needed in
order to address increases in the
cost of water from the North Texas
Municipal Water District, the cost of
sewer service which is provided by
the City of Garland, and to to begin
to address deferred maintenance to
the water and sewer infrastructure
throughout the city. By making these
upgrades to the water and sewer
systems, the citizens of Rowlett can
be assured of superior water quality
when they turn on the faucet.

After the first two months of
this fiscal year Utility Fund
revenues are $6.4 million,
which is $300,000, or 4.2%
higher than expected.
Utility Fund expenditures
total $5.4 million, which
is $100,000 more than
projected, or 2.4% higher.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

NEW URBANISM AND THE LOCAL ECONOMY

T

THE ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT IS
WORKING WITH THE
PLANNING DEPARTMENT
TO BRING NEW URBAN
DEVELOPMENTS THAT
WILL CREATE A SENSE
OF PLACE FOR THE
ROWLETT COMMUNITY.

I

Over the past decade, many
cities around the country
he new urbanism not only
have implemented new urban
creates a sense
design
The Realize Rowlett 2020 vision of place for a
standards.
community, it
describes a future for our City
These
also promotes
wherein residents stay connected health and
standards
to friends, doctors, schools,
reduce
wellness. This is
dependence
shopping and entertainment
achieved through
on cars,
by offering walkable
the availability
creating
of desirable
neighborhoods with different
both
destinations
housing choices resulting in a
livable and
within walking
great place to call home!
walkable
or bicycling
distance. It also
neighborhoods with an array
comes from providing parks
of housing, employment and
where children play and
commercial sites. These new
exercise. In addition, the focus
design standards are related
on street trees and reducing the
to the New Urbanism design
necessity of traveling by car
movement that began in the
can improve local air quality,
United States in the early
reducing breathing related
1980’s.
health issues such as asthma.

n years to come, Rowlett
will become a place where
people can choose from
diverse lifestyle choices for
living, working, playing and
learning. Housing options will
be available for individuals
and families that desire homes
requiring less maintenance
and have a more urban feel.

Finally, a sense of community
and stronger social networks
are linked to both
mental and physical
health.

Economic Impact
There’s also a strong
economic impact

KEY IDEAS OF NEW URBANISM

by supporting
local businesses
in the new urban

W

alkability

No resident should need
a car to get anywhere
in the community and
they should be no more
than a five minute walk
from any basic goods
or services. To achieve
this, communities invest in wider sidewalks, street
trees for shade, street lighting, benches or other
“street furniture” and narrower streets where
appropriate.

M

ixed-use
Buildings

This includes style,
size, price and function.
Those containing
commercial space with
apartments over them
are an ideal setting.
These buildings have
been shown to hold
their value over time as they are flexible and
can accommodate a variety of uses as market
conditions change.

developments. By supporting

S

ense of
Community
Creating a sense of
place by maintaining
connections between
people with parks, open
spaces and community
gathering centers like
a neighborhood square. Providing a variety of
housing choices so that young singles, families
and retirees can all stay in the community they’ve
made their home.

D

local businesses our
local economy increases,
diversifying our tax base and
creating a unique community
identity.

A good example of this type
of community is Palmer
Square in Princeton, New
Jersey. Palmer Square
boasts a unique collection

e-emphasis on

Cars

Achieved by placing
garages and parking
lots behind homes or
buildings. On-street
parking provides
convenience parking for
shopping and reduces
traffic speed, instead of large parking lots.

of shopping, dining, offices
and residential spaces. The
square attracts a variety of
visitors and residents enjoy a
vibrant place where they can
shop, eat, play and connect.
For more information on
Palmer Square, please visit:
www.palmersquare.com.

ROWLETT PARKS &
RECREATION
Eggstaordinary Egg Hunt!
Saturday, March 23
10:00 A.M. - Noon
Main Street
Join us in downtown Rowlett on Main
Street for the Eggstraordinary Egg
Hunt.
Kids, grab your Easter basket and
hippity-hop on over to hunt for 20,000
treat-filled Easter eggs! Enjoy face
painting, bounce houses, music, photos

with the Easter Bunny and much more.

The hunt is divided by age group:

Dress up your stroller or wagon for
the best decorated wagon or stroller
contest. Line up for the contest at
11:15.

Babies to age 3
10:30

Parking is available at Coyle Middle
School and Herfurth Park

Easter Pup-a-Palooza
Sunday, March 24
2:00 – 4:00 P.M.
Herfurth Park
$10 per dog
Our four-legged fur babies have fun
hunting for treat-filled eggs! Remember
to bring your Easter basket, leash and
proof of rabies vaccination.

Park of the Month
Lakeside Park

Angel Kids
11:15

Ages 4 to 6
10:45
Ages 7 to 10
11:00

Mother Son
Bowl
Friday, March 15
7:00 – 9:00 P.M.
Bowl-a-Rama
$30 per couple
Moms, spend an evening with your little prince! Enjoy
a fun night of bowling, gaming, pizza and a keepsake photo. Please pre-register by calling the Rowlett
Community Centre at 972-412-6170.

Enjoy a tranquil picnic and watch
the sun set over the water, or grab
the kids for an activity-packed day!

This beautiful 6 acre park, located at 6601
Miller Road, is right on the lake and offers
something for everyone! Amenities include
a fishing pier, 5 BBQ grills, direct pedestrian
access to the lake for fishing, kayaking or
canoeing, a boardwalk, two small pavilions,
2 covered picnic tables, 5 uncovered picnic
tables, a playground for the kids and a sand
volleyball court for the adults! The trail
at Lakeside Park is a total of 1/2 mile. No
reservations are needed to use this park...all
features are first come, first served.

ROWLETT PARKS & RECREATION
Activities for the Whole Family!
Fun Time Live

Basketball Hot Shots and Little Athletes

Every Saturday Night
7:00 – 11:00 P.M.
$10 per child

Thursday evenings in March

Parents, enjoy a date night knowing the kids are safe and sound
and having a great time! This program provides a fun, SAFE
environment for children in 3rd – 8th grades to be able to express
themselves and gain valuable social skills under adult supervision.
Children can expect age appropriate activities, a DJ, concession
area and FUN! An off-duty police officer is onsite and trained
staff will interact and supervise throughout the night! For more
information call 972-412-6170.
SAT Prep Class

Saturday, March 9 – Saturday, April 6
Rowlett Community Centre
$75
Does your student need to improve his or her chances of getting
into the college of their choice? This program consists of 24 hours
of classroom instruction in math, writing and grammar to help kids
increase their SAT score.

These programs geared for 3-5 year olds focus on basic skills,
teamwork, coordination and motor skills. Basketball Hot Shots
will help them learn the basics of shooting, passing, dribbling and
defense. Little Athletes gives them exposure to 3 sports: Soccer,
baseball and football. Little Athletes is designed so that not only do
kids learn basic athletic skills, but parents get tips to keep working
with children at home when the class is over.

Personal Training Available at the Rowlett
Community Centre
Paramount Fitness can help you reach your fitness goals!
• Accelerated Fat Loss Program
• Buddy Program
• Small Group Training
• Express Training
• Intro to Weight Training
• “Jump Start” fitness program
Class and training times are set up on an individual basis. For more
information and pricing, please call Paramount Fitness at
214-918-5720 or paramountrcc@msn.com.

Art Classes at the
ROWLETT COMMUNITY CENTRE!
Art Zone

Zentangle

Every Other Saturday
Beginning March 9
9:30 -10:30 A.M.

Tuesday, March 12 @ 6:00
P.M.
Friday, March 15 @ 9:30 A.M.

Need a fun activity for your
little one while you work out
on Saturday mornings? Then
we have the program for you.
Instructor Joan Radicchi will
have the creative genius pouring
out of your child while they
learn to paint, create, mold and
doodle!

Zentangle is an easy-to-learn,
relaxing and fun way to create
beautiful abstract art images by
drawing structured, repetitive
patterns.

Jewelry

Beginning Pastels
Tuesday, April 2
6:00 P.M.
Friday, April 5
9:30 A.M.

Tuesday, March 19 @ 6:00 P.M.
Friday, March 22 @ 9:30 A.M.
Making jewelry with polymer clay opens up all sorts creative
possibilities using common household tools.

Get Creative this Spring!

Rowlett Parks & Recreation

Spring Break!
Make Plans Now to
Attend Rowlett Parks and
Recreation Activities at
the Community Centre!
March 11 – 15
7:00 A.M. – 6:30 P.M.
Kids ages 6-12
$15 per day
Looking for fun, safe Spring Break activities? Drop the kids off at the
Rowlett Community Centre (RCC) where Parks and Recreation staff
will be providing entertaining, themed based activities to keep them
up and moving all day long. Games, gym time, fitness activities and
cultural activities including paper airplane folding and origami and
more! Kids need to bring water bottles, snacks and a sack lunch.

5

RCC Spring Break
Activities

Manic Monday

In addition to all of the physical activities kids will have “free play”
every afternoon when can choose an activity for 30-45 minutes.
Choose from game room activities including pool, ping pong and air
hockey, Wii mini-tournaments, cup stacking, crafts or reading
time.

1
2
3
4
5

Team work activities with themes such as
“Survivor,” “Surf’s Up,” “Amazing Race” and
others are featured. Participants work to build huts for
stuffed animals, learn cooperation by crossing a hot
chocolate river, thawing a frozen t-shirt, untangling a
human knot and other team-related activities.

RookieTuesday

Different activities every
day will keep kids active
and entertained!

For more information or to register your
child, stop by the Rowlett Community
Centre or call 972-412-6170.

Participants are taught the basics of sports such as
basketball, golf, volleyball, floor hockey, tennis,
whiffle ball, softball, football and Frisbee golf. After
the participants are exposed to game basics, the sports
will then be played indoors and outdoors!

Crafts and Art
Craft sessions will take place throughout the week
to foster creativity. Art will include paint, sand, pipe
cleaners, balloons, origami, wooden clothes pins, and
paper bags and plates. Kids will take home a variety
of projects they complete throughout the week.

Tidal Wave Thursday
Water is the name of the game! Kids will play
individual and team water-related games using water
balloons, water buckets and shaving cream.

Science and Nature Friday
Science and Nature incorporated into game shows like
“Minute to Win it” and “Let’s Make a Deal”, science
challenges, nature scavenger hunts and mini contests
all make learning fun!

SPRING BREAK AT THE LIBRARY
Come to the library to play games and make crafts designed to test
your skills and expand your knowledge while having fun too!

Mind
storm
2:00 P.M.
ages 10-18

American
Girl Party!
2:00 P.M.
ages 5-12

LEGOS!
2:00 P.M.
ages 5 - 12

Angry
Birds

Monday, March 11
Do you remember Lincoln Logs, Legos, or
Tinker Toys? Now there is something even
better! Learn how to assemble machines and
robots with the innovative MINDSTORM kits, a
building system from Lego that incorporates
machinery and moving parts to construct robots
very similar to the Mars Rover!

Tuesday, March 12
Celebrate the American Girl Doll
phenomenon. Bring your doll and make
crafts and items specifically for her – and be
prepared to introduce your doll and tell a bit
about her.

Wednesday, March 13
Come and show your mad Lego-building
skills! No need to bring your own, the library
will supply the building blocks.

Thursday, March 14
Children, tweens and teens, come play
Angry Birds in REAL-D!

2:00 P.M.
Ages 5 - 18

Little
House
on the
Prairie
2:00 P.M.
ages 5 - 12

Friday, March 15
Based on the beloved books, this program
will explore what it was like for families
to cross the plains to places like Texas in
covered wagons. Kids will get to make a
pioneer wagon from a shoebox.

ROWLETT LIBRARY GETS CREATIVE!
Young Artists Shine!

Arts and Humanities 12th Annual Young
Artists Contest
Winners Recognized at February 19 City Council Meeting

Rowlett Shore
2 Art

Unexpected
Call

Kindegarten
Amy Parks

Nika Szabo

Oziel Robles

2nd Grade
Dealy
Elementary

10th Grade
Rowlett High
School

Komodo Dragon

The Sinking
Titanic

Gabi Silva

Bouquet for Mom

Aubrey Robles

Jensen King

Summer
Fathke

8th Grade
Williams Middle
School

7th Grade
Williams Middle
School

I See You
9th Grade
Rowlett High
School

Categories

Arts & Humanities Commission

Annual Writing Contest
Entries Due by April 29

Short Works (plays, essays, etc.)
15-30 minutes in length
Short Story
1-3 pages, double spaced

Do you have a story inside of you just
itching to get out? Are you convinced
that you are raising the next great
American author? Do you write poems
on every available scrap of paper
including the kid’s paper placemats
at restaurants? Are you always saying
“Come on kids, let’s put on a show,” only
to make them perform the play you wrote
last fall?
Then here is your chance to prove that
you or your kids have what it takes, enter
the Arts & Humanities Writing Contest!

It is the goal of the Arts & Humanities Commission to
encourage appreciation of, and participation in, the arts in
the City of Rowlett!

Poem
1-2 pages, double spaced

Divisions
Youth – Grades 1 through 12
Adult - 18 years and older
All first place winners will receive a cash
award of $100 for each adult category and
$50 for each youth category. These awards
will be presented at the Rowlett City
Council meeting on Tuesday, June 18.
For complete rules and more information
please visit the Arts & Humanities page of
www.rowlett.com.

SPRING IS IN THE AIR!

at the Rowlett Library
Visit the library for a variety of
programs and activities to entertain
and educate audiences of all ages!
Saturday Crafts @ the Library
Decorate Easter Eggs and Baskets!
Saturday, March 9
10:00 A.M.
Learn the special art of weaving paper baskets and then fill those
baskets with decorated paper eggs.
Free for all ages.

A Day at the Farm with Rolanda Brigham
Saturday, March 9
2:00 – 3:00 P.M.
Ms. Brigham presents a barnyard-inspired program of music and art
and includes a craft to take home.

Rock Your Shamrocks
Saturday, March 16
10:30 A.M. – Noon
Faith ‘an begorrah, get your Irish goin’ and enjoy a morning of Irish
songs, dancing and crafts. Free for ages 5 to 18.

Spring Fest
Saturday, March 23
10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
Come on inside for some indoor activities during the Egg Hunt
on the library lawn! Play games, win prizes, make crafts and take
pictures with Dewey Duck! And don’t forget that everyone is a
winner when they check out great books, DVDs, CDs and more
from the library!

Saturday Movie at the Library: Brave
Saturday, April 6
10:30 A.M.
Families, kids, tweens and teens are invited to enjoy a free movie
and popcorn! BRAVE follows the heroic journey of Merida, a
skilled archer and headstrong daughter of a King and Queen.
Determined to carve her own path in life, she must discover the
meaning of true bravery.

STORY TIME!

The Library offers story times for all ages...
Preschool Story Time

Baby Story Time
Every Monday @ 11:30
March 4 - Shapes Around Us
March 11 - Colors Around Us
March 18 - Nite, Nite
March 25 - Bunny Time
An interactive story time between baby and caregiver which
includes board books, songs, nursery rhymes, baby sign language,
peekaboo, bubbles and parachute play.

Toddler Story Time
Every Wednesday @ 10:30 A.M.
March 6 - Blow, Wind, Blow
March 13 - Green Things
March 20 - Bunnies Are Sweet
March 27 - Happy Easter!
Toddlers will have lots of fun learning as they are introduced to
letters of the alphabet and new words to build their vocabulary.
Ages 18 months to 3 years.

Every Friday @ 10:30 A.M.
March 8 - The Wind Blew
March 15 - Don’t Bug Me
March 22 - Camping is Fun
March 29 - Let’s Hide Eggs
Continue your child’s introduction to letters and words through
stories, books, rhymes and much more!
For children 3 years of age and older.

Story Time at McDonald’s
Tuesday, March 12 – Highway 66 & Rowlett Road location
Tuesday, March 26 – Highway 66 near Dalrock location
10:30 A.M.
Books, songs, action rhymes, crafts and more on the second
Tuesday of every month.

Bilingual Story Time
Tuesday, March 19 @ 10:30 A.M.
Join us the third Tuesday of every month for books and songs in
Spanish and English to help young readers to communicate in both
languages.

ROWLETT LIBRARY OFFERS TECH ASSISTANCE!
Phil’s Technology Corner

Keep Your Computer Clean & Healthy!
Phil Barott, Technical Services Supervisor with the Rowlett
Public Library, offers a useful technology tip each month.

When you use the Internet a lot, your browser
may get bogged down and over time, it may not
run as fast as it did when your computer was
new. This can happen for several reasons, but
the most common culprit is malware, which can
slow down your computer’s processes. There are
several easy things you can do to alleviate this
issue and keep your computer running well.
Regularly run both a virus scan and a malware
scan.
Viruses generally cause more harm than just
slowing down your computer so it is important
to regularly run scans to remove them from
your computer. Some popular free virus
scanners are Avast, AVG Free, and Microsoft
Security Essentials. Some popular virus
scanners available for purchase, therefore
much more comprehensive, are Norton AntiVirus, Bitdefender Antivirus Plus and Webroot
Antivirus. Malware has become a very large

problem as well. In addition to bogging
down your computer, malware may
monitor your Internet surfing activities,
copying your passwords and reporting them
back to potential identity thieves. Many
antivirus programs also remove malware,
but if your chosen product doesn’t, make
sure to run a malware scan as well. Some
good examples include Lavasoft’s
Ad-Aware, Spybot Search and Destroy and
Microsoft Windows Defender. These scans
should be run weekly at the very least.
Adjust your Internet use habits.
Practicing better habits will help you
prevent malware and viruses from
getting on your computer. Never click
on suspicious emails and definitely
never download suspicious attachments,
even if they are from a friend or family
member. If you get something that seems
weird, your friend’s email may have been
hacked. If you think you’ve downloaded
a suspicious attachment, delete the file
then run a scan. Similarly, avoid web sites
that seem sketchy. If you visit a site and
get bombarded by popup ads or if it seems
suspicious in some way, close the browser
and run a scan.

Don’t install toolbars and delete those
installed.
Toolbars aren’t really malicious in the way
viruses and malware are, but they slow your
computer down. Many of them look like they
have a lot of useful features, but generally
they don’t do anything your browser can’t
already do.
Delete cookies and temporary Internet files.
Most websites will download temporary files
on to your computer. These aren’t usually
malicious. In fact, they often serve some
kind of purpose when you’re on a particular
website. However, they don’t need to remain
indefinitely and can accumulate to the point
that they are bogging down your computer.
With Internet Explorer, remove these by
going to Tools, then Internet Options and
clicking on the General tab. Under the
Browsing History heading, click the Delete
button.
Keep up with computer trends.
It’s not necessary to become a computer
expert but it is worth your time to keep up
with current news. Maybe subscribe to a
helpful blog or newsletter. Keep your toe in
the water, so to speak!

Technology Education Series
Free monthly class to educate Rowlett
residents on the various ways technology can
save us time, money and generally make our
lives easier!

Craigslist
Rowlett Library
Tuesday, March 5
6:30 P.M.
Friday, March 22
10:30 A.M.
Craigslist can be a great way to sell items and make some
extra money or find a good deal and save! It can also be
used to look for a job, discover community events and
meet new people. Learn how to use it at this free program
for adults.

The library is now offering FREE one on one
sessions to help you get the most from your
computers and personal devices such as cell
phones or tablets.

One on One
Tech Help
Every Friday
Rowlett Library
Flexible times
Two 30 minute sessions are available every Friday for
reservation. Contact Technical Services Supervisor Phil
Barott at 972-412-6161 or via email. Reservations are on
a first come first serve basis so call today!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
4th Annual Senior
Health Fair

Kid Fish Outdoor
Extravaganza

Tuesday, April 9
9:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre

Saturday, April 20
9:00 A.M. - Noon
Community Park
(8500 St. Andrews)

Join the Parks and Recreation
Department and the Rowlett Senior
Advisory Board for the 4th Annual
Senior Health Fair. Over 30 vendors
geared toward senior issues and
health care will be on hand to offer free screenings, refreshments and give
guests insights into the products and services available in Rowlett and
surrounding communities. This is a free event!
For more information please call (972) 412-6170.

National
Prescription Take
Back Day
Saturday, April 27
10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Rowlett Community Centre

City Council
Election
Saturday, May 11
Early Voting April 30-May 7
The City of Rowlett elects its
Councilmembers on the uniform
election date in May, this year that
will be Saturday, May 11. For this
election, there will be four positions
on the ballot: Mayor, Councilmember Place 2, Councilmember Place
4 and Councilmember Place 6. Are you a registered voter? If not, voter
registrations must be received no later than April 11 in order to vote in
this election.

The pond at Community Park will
be generously stocked with 500
pounds of catfish prior to this FREE
event sponsored by the Texas Junior
Anglers (TJA – Add link). The Kid Fish event is designed to promote
the sport of fishing to our youth. Prizes and trophies will be awarded to
winners in three age divisions. It is recommended that families bring their
own fishing equipment however TJA will provide loaner rods, reels, bait
and tackle to those who need them.

The Rowlett Police Department is participating in the National Take Back
Day, a collaborative effort with state and local law enforcement agencies
coordinated by the Drug Enforcement Agency focused on removing
potentially dangerous controlled substances from our nation’s medicine
cabinets. A national take-back day provides a unified opportunity for
the public to surrender expired, unwanted, or unused pharmaceutical
controlled substances and other medications to law enforcement officers
for destruction. This one-day effort will bring national focus to the issue
of pharmaceutical controlled substance abuse. The program provides an
opportunity for law enforcement, prevention, treatment, and the business
community to collaborate and establish a safe collection site for all
Americans, regardless of where they reside.

Why vote?
96 percent of registered voters in Rowlett did NOT vote in the last local
election. Did my water turn on this morning? Did my trash get picked
up today? Can I get to work driving on a road that is not chock full of
potholes? Will someone put out the fire if my or my neighbor’s house
catches on fire? Will someone apprehend the suspicious person lurking
in the alley?
Those questions are all answered by your city elected officials. The City
Council are the officials who set the property tax rate, which allows for
the budget that provides for water and sewer services, street department
staff and materials, public safety staff and training. The Council also
approves the trash collection and mowing contracts that ensure Rowlett
is a beautiful community. The Council determines the allocations that
provide for the services that happen without you having to think about it.
These are the things that affect you daily.

Spring Break Travel
The Rowlett Police Department wants everyone to
have lots of fun during spring break, but before the
festivities begin take a moment and make safety a
priority during travel and activities.
March means the cold days of winter are
fewer and farther in between, the sun
is up longer and the daylight savings
change is upon us. March also brings
Spring Break, a great time for the family
to get away and have some fun in the
sun!
•

•

•

•
•
•

•

Be well rested to ensure alertness
before vehicle travel to and from
your destination.
Take turns behind the wheel. The
front seat passenger should stay
awake and keep the driver company.
Prepare your vehicle for minor
emergencies; ensure the spare tire
is inflated properly and bring tools
appropriate for changing a flat.
Plan your travel with extra time so
you are not in a hurry.
Don’t drink and drive.
Share your itinerary. Someone not
travelling with you should know
your destination and return timing to
know if you are overdue.
When stopping at night look for well
lighted parking.

•

“

Everyone plans to have
a fantastic spring break
filled with memories
that last a lifetime. But
we must put safety first,
drive responsibly, use
defensive driving tactics
and don’t drink and drive.
Without proper planning,
those memories that last
a lifetime could be tragic
ones instead of enjoyable
memories. Be safe
and have a great spring
break!

”

Lt. Leroy Brantley
Rowlett Police Department

•

•

Before leaving your vehicle, or
returning to it, always do a 360
degree scan of the environment
around you looking for suspicious
people or activities.
Take as few valuables as possible
with you and keep them out of sight
and secure to avoid theft.
Drive the speed limit and use your
seatbelt.

If your spring break activities will
involve being outdoors, especially on the
beach, remember:
•
•
•

•
•

Use sunscreen (SPF 15 or higher)
and reapply often.
Drink water and lots of it to stay
hydrated.
If alcohol is part of the festivities,
drink responsibly, the sun can
intensify the effects of alcohol.
When swimming, stay in areas
designated for it.
Never swim alone.

An early Spring Message from the Rowlett Code Enforcement Department

Mow those Shamrocks!

CODE
ENFORCEMENT
TIP

March brings High Grass and Weeds
The Rowlett Code Enforcement
Department would like to
remind everyone to take a look
at their yards! Due to the warm,
wet winter we just experienced
the grass and weed growth have
exploded in the past few weeks.

Remember, City ordinance
requires you keep your grass
and weeds under 12” to avoid a
citation!

For more info
please call Rowlett Code Enforcement at
972-412-6283 or visit Rowlett.com

Prevent Springtime Crimes
of Opportunity
While spring is a great time to clean up the yard,
it’s also a time for would-be thieves to prowl our
neighborhoods looking for easy targets.
One of their favorites is open
garage doors! The Rowlett
Police Department wants
to remind citizens to keep
garage doors and storage
sheds secured. Burglaries
such as these are crimes
of opportunity and are not
limited to the overnight
hours. Seeing a garage door
open during the day or night
can tempt a thief to not only enter the garage but also the house through
an unlocked entry door.
Although the Rowlett Police Department has is already proactively
addressing the issue with patrols through neighborhoods, we still need
your help by ensuring that your doors remain closed and locked at all
times in order to deter these thieves.

These crimes can be prevented!

Another way to deter crime in your community is to join, start, or revisit
your Neighborhood Crime Watch Group. These groups are essential
in fighting and deterring crime. Neighborhood Crime Watch Groups
are extra eyes and ears to the Rowlett Police Department and your
community. Keeping a watchful eye and open ear to what is
happening in your neighborhood and reporting unusual or
suspicious activities 24 hours a day – 7 days a week
enhances the Police Department’s ability to provide
security to your neighborhood. Neighborhood
Crime Watch Groups make a
difference!

For these and other Crime Prevention tips
or to start a Crime Watch program contact
Crime Prevention Officer Chad Caldwell
at 972-412-6242 or via email.

5

Spring Crime
Prevention Tips

1
2
3
4
5

Never leave your garage door open
while working in your yard
Thieves may see your open
shed and/or garage, hear the mower running,
and take the opportunity to steal the contents.

Always close and lock garage doors
and storage sheds at night

Do not leave your garage door
opener in a vehicle that will be
parked outside overnight
Most of us do not lock the door that leads
from the garage into our homes and a garage
door opener then becomes a ‘key’ to our
homes!

Always lock entry doors leading to
the house from the garage

Install motion detector security
lighting around storage sheds and
garages
Would-be thieves will pass up a well-lit area!

March 18 - 22, 2013

National Flood Awareness Week
Floods are the most common and widespread of all natural disasters, except fire.
As we move into the spring storm season here are some tips to assist you in
developing a family plan and ensuring you are ready to act in the case of flooding
in our community.
Floods can be slow or fast rising but generally
develop over a period of days. Flash floods
usually result from intense storms dropping
large amounts of rain within a brief period.
They occur with little or no warning and can
reach full peak in only a few minutes.
Neighborhoods located in low-lying areas
are especially at risk for flooding, those near
creeks, lakes and other bodies of water are
vulnerable, too. If it has rained hard for several
hours or rained steadily for several days,
prepare for the possibility of flooding.

Flash floods can take only a few minutes or
a few hours to develop. Be alert to signs of
flash flooding and be ready to evacuate on
a moment’s notice.If you think flooding has
begun, evacuate immediately. You may have
only seconds to escape. Act quickly!

Prepare a Family
Disaster Plan
Keep insurance policies, documents

Closely monitor a local radio station,
television or NOAA Weather Radio for flood
information.
A flood or flash flood watch means a
flood is possible in your area.

→
→

A flood or flash flood warning means
flooding is already occurring or will
occur soon in your area. If told to 		
evacuate, do so immediately.

and other valuables in a safe-deosit
box.

Identify where you could go if told to
evacuate. Choose several
places - a friend’s home in another
town, a motel or a shelter.

Assemble a disaster supplies kit
containing:

Get
Prepared!

Flood Awareness Web Resources
National Weather Service Preparedness
FEMA: www.fema.gov
Red Cross: www.redcross.org

First aid kit and essential medications.
Canned food and can opener.
At least three gallons of water per
person per day.

TURN AROUND,
DON’T DROWN!
Do not drive through water running
across the road ... you have no way of
knowing how deep it is. If your car stalls
in rapidly rising waters, abandon it
immediately and climb to higher ground.

For more information contact Fire Marshal Bryan Beckner at
972-463-3940 or via email.

Protective clothing, rainwear and
bedding or sleeping bags.
Battery-powered radio, flashlight and
extra batteries.
Special items for infants, elderly, or
disabled family members.
Written instructions for how to turn off
electricity, gas and water if
authorities advise you to do
so (remember, you’ll need
a professional to turn them
back on).

“Spring Forward” and Change Smoke
Detector Batteries
Daylight Savings Time begins on Sunday,
March 10 at 2:00. A.M.
More than 3,000 people die in home fires each year in the United
States; most of whom are in homes without a working smoke
alarm. A working, properly installed smoke alarm lowers your
chances of dying in a fire, in fact reports from the National
Fire Protection Association show that people have nearly a 50
percent better chance of surviving a fire if their home has the
recommended number of smoke alarms.
How much does a smoke detector cost?
A smoke detector may be purchased at
most retail stores for prices ranging from
$5 to $20. Consider buying a long-life
(lithium) battery-powered smoke alarm,
which may last up to ten years with no
battery change.
What kind of smoke detector should I
buy?
Get smoke alarms that can sound fast. The
U.S. Fire Administration recommends
that every residence and place where
people sleep be equipped with both
ionization and photoelectric smoke
alarms or dual sensor smoke alarms.
Both battery-powered and house current
powered smoke detectors do a good job.
How many smoke detectors do I need?
There should be at least one detector on
every floor of the house except attics,
unless the attic space is used for sleeping.
Additional detectors will increase the
chance of early detection.Interconnected
smoke alarms are best, because if one
sounds, they all sound.
Where should I place a detector?
Smoke detectors should be placed near
bedrooms either on the ceiling – at least
6 to 12 inches away from the wall – or
on the wall, 6 to 12 inches down from
the ceiling. This allows the detector to
sense the smoke as it approaches the
sleeping area.

How often should I replace my smoke
detectors?
Replace all detectors, including those
that use 10-year batteries and hard-wired
detectors, when they are 10 years old or
sooner if they do not respond properly.

“

Know what
to do after a
detector sounds
off, plan a home
escape route in
the event of a
fire.

”

Bryan Beckner
City of Rowlett Fire Marshal

How do I install a smoke detector?
Battery-operated detectors can be
attached directly to the ceiling or wall.
Wired-in electric detectors are somewhat
more difficult to install and may require
an electrician.

test button. Vacuum the dust from alarm
air vents annually. Change the batteries
when you change your clocks in the
spring and fall for Daylight Savings
Time.
Why doesn’t my smoke detector
work?
The biggest reason that smoke detectors
don’t work is because people remove the
batteries - either to stop the low battery
signal or a nuisance alarm - and forget
to replace them. When a battery reaches
the end of its service life, the alarm
will give a short beep every minute or
so. It is easy to remove the battery and
then forget to replace it. The best way
to prevent this is to replace batteries at
the same time each year before the low
battery signal begins.
Is there anything else I should do with
my smoke detector?
Yes! Hold practice drills with your
whole family so they will know what to
do if your detector ever alerts you of an
emergency.

What maintenance do smoke detectors
require?
Test the detector monthly by pushing the

Please contact Bryan Beckner, Fire Marshal,
at 972-463-3940 with any questions about smoke
detectors or home safety.

Construction Corner
Monthly Public Works Update

Larry Street Reconstruction
is part of the downtown
revitalization efforts. Funding
to construct concrete streets,
sidewalks and add storm
sewers has been provided by a
Community Development Block
Grant (CDGB) program through
the Federal Government.

Larry Street - digging trench for line

Installing Line A wastewater line

new PVC water pipe, replacing the
existing sanitary sewer line, adding
underground storm sewer piping with
inlets, replacing the asphalt streets with
concrete paving with curb and gutter, and
adding sidewalks on both sides of the
street.

Field work began with the Notice to
Proceed January 22. The utility crew
has installed the wastewater Line A and
Line B and set two manholes at the east
end of Larry. The Line A manhole at the
west end will be placed this week. Line A
storm pipe installation began February 13
at the east end of Larry.

The original contract amount
for the project is $12.7 million
with 80% of the roadway funding
being provided from the Regional
Tollway Revenue Fund.

Installation of utilities and additional
roadway paving is ongoing.

Merritt Road manhole installation.

The completed roadway will be configured
as 4-lane divided pavement with the median
landscaping functioning as an environmentally
friendly storm water conveyance. Currently, the
construction of a 36” transmission water line (at
Merritt Road and Castle) has been completed and
is in service. The new 16” distribution water line
(along Merritt Road, north of E. Hickox) has also
been completed and is in service. Both of these
water lines will be replacing an aging system in
this quadrant of the city as well as provide the
capabilities to provide “more” than adequate

service for the anticipated growth that
will come with the PGBT. The roadway
paving has been completed north of
Castle to the City of Rowlett north City
Limits. The second phase of traffic
control has been implemented, north of
Castle, allowing motorist to travel, both
ways, on the “new” northbound main
lanes while the installation of utilities and
additional roadway pavement is ongoing.
The proposed sanitary sewer line is still
under construction from the south end

of the project north to Castle Road and
is on schedule. This line will provide
City sewer service to the residents south
of Castle to the PGBT. Paving is 39%
complete, Storm drain facilities are 53%
complete, water and sanitary sewer lines
are 80% complete and the overall project
is currently 55% complete and ahead of
schedule.

Included in the CDBG projects are Dennis Street,
Oliver Street, Christine Street, Delia Street, Larry
Street and Commerce Street. The final project
in the series is Larry Street from Rowlett Road
east to the end of the current roadway, and the
remaining portion of Commerce Street from Delia
Street to Larry Street.
The Larry Street/Commerce Street project will
consist of replacing the aging water lines with

Merritt/Liberty Grove Road
Interconnector
Merritt Road is a CIP being built
as an interconnector for the
PGBT. It will be the northern
gateway into the City and serve
the future development of the
City’s North Shore District.

continued on page 21

Construction Corner (cont.)
Lakeview Parkway Force
Main Failure
On January 13, a citizen called
the City’s Utilities Division and
reported a hole in the ground next
to the DART bus stop on Lakeview
Parkway just west of Main Street.
The hole was near the odor control vault at
the last few segments of a 36-inch force main
where the pumped sewage flow from the area
begins gravity flow.
City staff investigated and determined the
hole opened up into a large void below

ground level above the pipe
line. Soil was removed to
evaluate the pipe and an outside
contractor was brought in due
to a lack of internal manpower
and equipment. Tri-Con
Services Inc., a local business,
was engaged to excavate the
area and perform the necessary
emergency repairs.
The pipe line could only be
replaced when flow from the
City’s main lift station was
stopped. This is only possible
for short periods of time and

City staff worked diligently to
manage flows being pumped
through coordinated “shut down”
times with the contractor. As
sections of pipe were excavated,
it was revealed that more than
195 feet of pipe had deteriorated
to the point of numerous holes in
the pipe wall, or having collapsed
completely. Due to City staff
formulating an organized plan
with the contractor, these efforts
resulted in a repaired pipe line
that averted what could have
been a major sewer overflow
situation.

Pennridge & Chiesa
Erosion Control &
Drainage
CIP to stabilize the erosion
which has occurred at the
culvert under Chiesa Road
near the intersection of
Pennridge Circle.
The original contract amount
is $499,600.

Pennridge & Chiesa Storm Drainage
Improvements.

Existing box culvert was severely
undermined by erosion.

The project involves constructing gabion
walls (rock baskets) at the downstream end
of the culvert to rehabilitate the culvert and
wingwalls. The stabilization will ensure the
long term integrity of Chiesa Road at this
location.

As part of this project, a sidewalk is
included on the east side of Chiesa Road
from Woodside to Schrade Road. 85%
of the walks are complete. Walks from
Penridge to Catamaran are complete.
The piers have been staked and the crew

drilled the belled piers for the walk bridge
at Penridge in mid-February. Additional
concrete cap is installed for the existing
waste water line exposed in the creek at
Penridge.

Culvert construction on Kyle Road at
Long Branch Creek.

Culvert construction on Kyle Road at
Long Branch Creek.

The utility crew began August 14, 2012.
Water line is 100% installed. Wastewater
line is 85% complete and untested. The
existing 8” water will be relocated due
to the existing wastewater line is within
6” of the water line and the manhole
cannot be constructed. The south box
culvert is complete. Kyle Road is closed
to through traffic for the duration of the
project. 				

Project is at 40% complete and is behind
schedule at least 20 days.

Kyle Road Drainage and
Paving Improvements
Kyle Road is a Capital
Improvement Project to
improve the drainage capacity
of Long Branch Creek.
The project contract is
$658,000 and includes the
extension of the existing
culverts under Kyle Road
and the addition of a culvert,
widening of the roadway,
and the replacement of aging
water and sanitary sewer
pipe lines in conflict with
the culverts and headwall
structures.

Here’s Where Your Money Goes!
Monthly update on how the City is utilizing the additional $2 million annual funding for
Capital Maintenance gained from the October, 2012, water rate increase.

Water Service Line Replacement
In the past, it was acceptable practice to use copper service
lines to provide water to homes in Rowlett. As we have
discovered over time, the copper becomes brittle and its
integrity suffers as the soil it is in expands and contracts.
Utility crews have begun to replace the aged copper service
lines with new, more durable poly pipe as they find leaks.
This pipe is flexible and less affected by the surrounding soil,
therefore limiting costly repairs and water loss.
In past issues of this newsletter we have talked about the
current infrastructure and its poor condition. Since then
the Rowlett Public Works Utilities Division has initiated
demonstration projects using pipe bursting equipment.
Pipe bursting incorporates trenchless line replacement
technology by pulling new pipe through the existing failed
pipe. This equipment will allow for less disruption to you,
our customer, our community, provide an overall reduced
installation time and most importantly will save you money!

Manhole Rehabilitation
As a continuation of the sanitary sewer
manhole rehabilitation program begun
last year, the City Council approved
the next phase of the project and work
began in January on the rehabilitation of
363 existing manholes. This project will
enable improved flow characteristics
and reduced leaks in the sewer system,
reducing treatment costs and saving
taxpayer dollars.
Fuquay, Inc. was awarded the contract
for this project, completion of which is
anticipated in May, 2013.At this time,
approximately 50 manholes have been
completed.

As a part of the demonstration
project, City crews replaced almost
500 feet of water main on Chiesa
Road and approximately 260 feet
of sanitary sewer main to complete
the sewer rehabilitation on Bouvier
Street.

in the upcoming months in our
ongoing efforts to rehabilitate
the utility system. Some of these
initiatives we will be reporting
on will specifically target the
identified concerns, programs,
practices, and needs of the utility
system.

We hope to initiate this program

Sewer Cleanout Installation
Program
The Utilities Division will soon kick-off a
program to install property line cleanouts
at every residence in the City.
Most residents in Rowlett currently
have a sewer cleanout close to their
house, allowing access for cleaning and
inspection. The installation of a property
line cleanout provides an additional point
of access for City staff to utilize in the
event of a sewer backup and keeps us out
of your flower beds!

Water Valve Replacement
City crews have begun pinpointing
isolation valves in the water distribution
system that have become inoperable or
ineffective. The purpose of these valves
is to turn the water off to a section of
main line that requires service. Once
problematic valves are identified,
they will be replaced to ensure proper
operation and reduce water loss and the
time spent on repairs.

continued on page 23

Here’s Where You Money Goes! (cont.)

Pump and Motor Maintenance

New Fire Hydrants

Sewer Service Line Push Camera

The submersible pumps used in the City
of Rowlett’s sewer lift stations require
annual preventative maintenance to
ensure their continued operation and
service. Previously, this service was
contracted to the pump manufacturer.
The City’s Pump and Motor Crew
has taken over this responsibility and
all maintenance is now performed in
house and at a substantial savings to the
community. By performing their own
maintenance, City crews can more closely
monitor the pumps and assess their
condition regularly.

City of Rowlett utility construction crews
have recently added new fire hydrants to
the distribution system on Rosser Ct. and
another at the end of Miller Heights. This
will allow for more efficient flushing of
the system and improved fire protection
for our community.

In order to provide more accurate service
to our community, the utilities division
has purchased a new sewer camera for
use in televising lateral lines connecting
residences to mains. The camera is
equipped with a locator wand allowing
crews to not only see the issue, but to then
locate it underground. This allows for less
collateral damage during the process of
exposing pipes to repair them.

Additionally, an initiative to “loop” dead
end water main lines to reduce the need
for costly flushing will begin soon.

Crews have begun using the new camera
which has made inspecting underground
sewer service lines much more efficient,
saving time and allowing crews to
complete more work on a day to day
basis.

Rowlett on the Move Monthly Newsletter

Click on Notify Me at www.rowlett.com to
have City news delivered right to your inbox!

Enjoy all the news, information, calendar of events and helpful
crime and safety tips provided in this publication each and
every month. Subscribe today and never miss an issue!

this month’s success story
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar

March
1

2
Dr. Cordell Adams “Light
Bread”
2pm @ Library
Jr. Golf
10am @ RCC

5
Intro to Email
8am @ Library
Craigslist
6:30pm @
Library
City Council
Meeting
7:30 pm

6
Intro to Email
8am @ Library

7
Intro to Email
8am @ Library

8
One on One
Tech Help
@ Library

9
SAT Prep
9am @ RCC
Decorate Easter Baskets
10:30am @ Library
Day on the Farm
2pm @ Library

11
10
Daylight
Spring
Savings Time Break
Camps @
begins
RCC & Library begin

12

13

14

15
One on One
Tech Help
@ Library
Mother Son
Bowl 7pm

16
Rock your
Shamrocks
10:30am @ Library

17
18
St.
Flood
Patrick’s Day Awareness
Week

19
City Council
Meeting
7:30 pm

20

21
No Page Unturned
Book Club
7pm @ Library

22
Craigslist
10:30am
One on One
Tech Help
@ Library

23
Eggstraordinary Egg
Hunt
10am - Main Street
Springfest
10am @ Library

24
25
Easter Pup-aPalooza 2pm
Herfurth Park
____________
31
Easter

26

27

28

29
One on One
Tech Help
@ Library

30

3
Texas Warrant Roundup Week

4

(972) 412-6100

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

www.rowlett.com

