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On the Move
Keep up the Great Work!!

Use the Four D’s to Protect
Against West Nile Virus
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Summer is mosquito season...continue
preventative measures to avoid West Nile!
In 2012, a significant part of North Texas experienced the largest outbreak
of West Nile to date. In Rowlett alone, there were ten confirmed human
cases of West Nile disease and one fatality. While only one mosquito
testing positive has been found in Rowlett, multiple positive test results
have been returned in many North Texas communities this summer. The
great job Rowlett residents have done so far eliminating and reducing
mosquito breeding areas in and around their homes is evidenced here keep up the good work!
The City contracts with Dallas
County for mosquito testing,
abatement and spraying.

This contract covers ALL of
Rowlett, including the portion
that is located in Rockwall
County. After studying
the 2012 human cases, the
County found it very difficult
to determine just where the
victims came in contact with the infected mosquitoes. Therefore,
instead of waiting for a human to test positive for the virus, they will
now perform ground spraying of the entire zone when a mosquito
testing positive is located.
The City will notify residents of the affected area through Blackboard
Connect messages and information on the City’s website,
www.rowlett.com.
continued on page 7

Ninth Straight Year with No Tax Increase!

PROPOSED FISCAL YEAR 2014
BUDGET
City Council receives proposal at August 6 meeting.
Representing months of research, analysis, planning and listening,
Interim City Manager Brian Funderburk presented the Proposed
Fiscal Year 2014 Budget to the Mayor and City Council on
Tuesday, August 6. The organization, as a whole, prides itself
on the great programs and services that are provided to Rowlett
residents on a daily basis. Citizens are paying on average $118
less in taxes today than in 2007, yet are receiving a higher level
of service. Fiscal Year 2014 (FY 2014) will be the ninth straight
year that Rowlett residents have been paying the same tax rate.
This achievement is a testament
to the great City of Rowlett
employees, who truly make a
difference in the lives of those
served in this community. It is also
a testament of the level of financial
stewardship, leadership and
direction provided by the Mayor
and City Council.
continued on page 2

continued from p.1

In FY 2014, the average Rowlett taxpayer will pay $2.73 per day for the City services they enjoy.
The Total FY 2014 Proposed Budget is $85,733,505
This is an increase of $2,909,100 or 3.5% compared to the FY 2013
Adopted Budget of $82,824,405. There are three key reasons for the
increase:

→
→
→

Personnel costs will increase $1,126,380 due to an 11%
increase in health insurance effective October 1, 2013, and a 3%
salary increase for City employees effective April 1, 2014.
Funding to update technology infrastructure in the amount of
$625,401, continuing the project started this spring to rebuild
the network infrastructure and simplifying the entire system.
$175,000 to lease-purchase new financial software has also
been added.
The cost of water acquisition from North Texas Municipal
Water District will increase 9.2% or $503,818 due to cost
increases incurred and passed on to customers by NTMWD.

FY 2014 represents the fourth year of implementation
of a Five (5) Year Sustainability Financial Plan. All
decisions regarding revenue projections follow the same
fiscally conservative approach that was utilized in the
development of the FY 2012 and FY 2013 budgets.
Expenditures were evaluated based from the perspective
of organizational sustainability.
As previously mentioned, for the ninth consecutive year
the property tax rate will be unchanged at $0.7471 per
$100 assessed valuation. Accommodating a flat tax rate
was a significant challenge given an additional 0.3%
reduction in taxable property values, which came on the
heels of a 2.5% reduction in FY 2010, a 2.0% reduction in
FY 2011, a 1.5% reduction in FY 2012, and a 1.5%
reduction in 2013.
View the FY 2014 Proposed Budget.

The Future is Here – a FY 2015 Discussion
Over the past three years, City staff developed and managed an ongoing
financial strategy to “bridge” the current financial gap until the completion
of the President George Bush Turnpike (PGBT) and DART Light Rail. That
moment in time is now upon us. The future Rowlett citizens have waited
for over 30 years is finally here. FY 2015, year two of this budget proposal,
truly represents a “fork in the road” decision point for the community if
Rowlett is ever going to achieve financial sustainability and capitalize on
the vision this community has for itself given the extraordinary commitment
45 years in the making to see the completion of PGBT and the 27 year wait
for the arrival of the DART “Blue Line” Light-Rail.

There is no doubt that past City Councils and community leaders had a
great vision for what Rowlett would ultimately look like in the future given
their solid commitment to the importance of transportation and access.
PGBT and DART were envisioned to be “economic development engines”
that would diversify Rowlett’s tax base from predominately residential
to having a higher percentage of commercial and industrial taxpayers.
But, acknowledgement must be made that when PGBT was finally built
in 2011, it came without service roads along the North Shore, an area
fiercely protected through the years to ensure developable commercial and
industrial land, thus limiting the quality, mix and timing of development
that will occur without significant public investment in infrastructure access
improvements. However, it is doubtful that anyone in 1967 believed it
would take decades to achieve success or that Rowlett would be 66%
built-out, when these visions were finally realized. As only 10% of the
remaining property left to develop is zoned for commercial or industrial

use, Rowlett will ALWAYS be a residential, suburban
bedroom community. It is time for Rowlett to own this
moment in time!

Over the past two years, the community developed its
vision through Realize Rowlett 2020. As a result, the
recent adoption of form based codes will help achieve this
vision through the creation of a sense of place by focusing
on “form” instead of uses. By doing so, sustainability
can be achieved through quality development that offers
flexibility in uses as the market evolves over time, while
protecting the investments of each property owner
because they are assured future developments will have to
meet similar quality development standards. In addition,
the form based codes provide much needed housing
diversification that should improve declining property
values over time as new housing choices are constructed.

As the City Council and this community take the journey
over the next year to determine “what we want to be when
we grow up”, citizens will need to decide what the right
answer is – higher taxes and/or fees or reduced services.
The opportunity to engage and provide feedback toward
these decisions will be presented with the My Rowlett!
My Money, My Community, My Choice campaign next
year. The time has come to have an honest conversation
about what Rowlett’s future looks like.
continued on page 3

As a community, do we want to continue to JUST GET BY
or finally achieve the potential that this community has
been striving for since PGBT was first conceived in 1967
and further reinforced with the decision to join DART in
1983?

FY 2014 Proposed Budget continued from p.2

So, What’s Wrong With Just Getting By?
As a community, Rowlett is now aging.
Subdivisions built in the 1990’s now have infrastructure that needs significant
repair. These repairs require funding for on-going maintenance, not currently
funded in the tax rate.
Playgrounds built 20 – 30 years ago in the height of our growth cycle have
reached the end of their useful life and need to be replaced. Replacements of these
playgrounds require funding, which is not currently funded in the tax rate.

Housing values continue to decline. This decline further exacerbates the
continuing reduction in property tax revenue generated for ongoing operations
and maintenance.
Other surrounding cities have funded a more sustainable level of
programs, services and maintenance into their tax rate, thus offering
more attractive parks, libraries and community amenities.

So, How Did We Get Here?

1

Significant Growth

Early in the past decade, former Councils and staff
began to actively work toward dealing with the need for
more funding of programs, services and maintenance.
Rowlett was coming off a significant growth curve
during the 1990’s of more than an 87% increase in
population and was still anticipating the completion
of PGBT and the DART Blue Line, not knowing that
both were still a full decade away. The community
had reached a population of 44,503 by 2000, up from
23,260 in 1990.

There are several noteworthy events that
have set in motion a chain reaction of sorts
to create the unintended consequences of the
“perfect storm” the City of Rowlett now faces
regarding future financial sustainability.

2

Cash CIP

Beginning in 2007, the City Council funded a $3.2
million Cash Capital Imprvement Program to improve
streets, alleys, sidewalks and screening walls, by
reallocating funding from the General Fund. By
doing so, City staff was reduced by 19 positions and
numerous other programs and services no longer had
adequate funding to meet their on-going maintenance
needs or to operate on a long-term sustainability basis.
However, the Cash CIP serves a great testimony to
why funding maintenance at a financially sustainable
level is critically important.
continued on page 4
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So, How Did We Get Here? (cont. from page 3)

3

Senior Tax Exemption and Freeze

In 2004, City Council approved a senior citizen tax exemption of $67,000, which
is the 2nd highest in Dallas County. This exemption is not permanent and can be
adjusted in the future.
At that same time, City Council passed a senior citizen tax freeze, which
essentially freezes their taxes permanently as long as they own that property.
Said differently, once a senior citizen receives their tax freeze, it cannot be
taken away, even if a future City Council changes the amount of the senior tax
exemption.
Rowlett is one of only seven cities out of 31 in Dallas County who
approved this exemption. The combined revenue loss for both
exemptions now totals $3.2 million annually .

4

Great Recession of 2007 – 2012

The global economy suffered what has become known as the Great
Recession, the single biggest economic decline to impact the United States
since the 1930’s Great Depression. Rowlett felt the impact when property
valuations started to decline in FY2007, and continue to decline today,
resulting in a $1.9 million annual reduction in property tax revenue and
necessitating further staff and program level reductions.
This was accomplished with no measurable decline in service to citizens, in
order to avoid raising taxes. The City of Rowlett’s workforce is currently
373, about the same level as in FY2004, a full decade ago.

5

Lack of Housing Options

Market analysis has shown that the decline in Rowlett property valuations
is being driven not only by the overall decline in national home prices,
but the lack of diversity in housing options. The only offering is a typical
suburban house, all with similar home values. The empty nesters or up
and coming professionals, who want a choice, have to move elsewhere.
Diversity of housing stock brings a level of stability so choices are offered
as a part of Realize Rowlett 2020 and the adoption of form based codes.
continued on page 5
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The Rowlett Myths

In order to have an effective
discussion about the future of this
community, some “myths” citizens
believe about Rowlett need to be
addressed.

Myth
Rowlett has the highest tax rate in
north Texas!

Myth
Rowlett is a poor community!

Rowlett has a tax rate of about $0.75 per
$100 assessed value. This ranks Rowlett
9th in Dallas County. Furthermore, the
same tax rate has been maintained for
eight consecutive years. Nine, with the
proposed FY2014 budget.

Based on a personal income per capita of
$45,452, Rowlett ranks sixth from the
top, above Frisco and Plano, and 40%
above the median average of 25 other
metroplex cities surveyed. Yet Rowlett
citizens pay 20% less in taxes to the City
for the services they enjoy.

Myth
Rowlett pays too much tax!
Many citizens believe that they pay too much in taxes to the
City. Rowlett receives only a small portion (28.4%) of the
total property taxes paid. Other taxing entities make up the
majority, for example, GISD receives 47% for those residing
in Dallas County! When compared to 25 other cities in the
metroplex, the amount of property and sales taxes paid by
Rowlett citizens per capita, to the City, ranks third from the
bottom.
Myth
Rowlett has too many employees!
In FY2013, Rowlett had the equivalent of
371.75 employees in its budget. This equates
to 6.60 employees per 1000 population,
ranking Rowlett fifth from the bottom of
those same 25 cities. Just as a lack of financial resources mean less money to spend on
maintaining the amenities our community
enjoys, less employees also affects the ability to maintain those amenities.

Myth
Rowlett pays its employees too much!
Over the past few years, much has been said
about the wages and benefits paid to government employees. It’s easy to assume this
applies to all cities. Well, Rowlett ranks third
from the bottom of those 25 cities in terms of
competitiveness based on wages & benefits.
In fact, Rowlett has actually lost ground since
2011. As Rowlett continues to remain uncompetitive, it becomes increasingly difficult to
recruit and retain great employees who share
the organization’s citizen-centered values.
continued on page 6
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So, Now What?
Five Year Financial Sustainability Strategy
These guiding principles have already shown to be important in the strides the organization has
made in achieving a level of sustainability to “bridge” the financial gap until the construction and
opening of PGBT and DART was complete.

Over the next year, several
policy issues will be
researched and evaluated
so that the City Council can
make the decisions that
will shape the future of our
community. Among these
are:

That time is now and even with several important development projects on the horizon, it will
still take time to rebuild the $1.9 million in property tax revenues lost over the past four-to-five
years. Until then, the City will be in a recovery mode, not a growth mode.

EVALUATE THE SENIOR TAX
EXEMPTION

Develop a core motivated workforce that is excited about
providing the “right” programs and services. City of Rowlett
employees are critical to providing a high level of service and there
is a direct correlation between how employees are valued and how
customers are treated.

Annually review services offered to ensure the best value and
benefit to citizens.

Utilize technology effectively to work smarter not harder.

EVALUATE A POTENTIAL
INCREASE IN TAXES OR FEES

EVALUATE STAFFING NEEDS
TO DETERMINE THE NUMBER
OF EMPLOYEES NECESSARY
TO MEET THE COMMUNITY’S
PREVAILING STANDARDS FOR
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES,
ALONG WITH DETERMINING
THE LEVEL OF COMPENSATION
COMPETITIVENESS ROWLETT
IS WILLING TO PROVIDE TO
RECRUIT AND MAINTAIN
ADEQUATE STAFFING LEVELS.

Maintain appropriate financial reserves and continue
fiscal discipline to manage the peaks and mitigate the valleys of
economic change.

Look Forward. Provide Now. Endure.

The time has come for real and frank dialog between the City Council, City staff and the
community to determine “what we want to be when we grow up”. Rowlett does not have the
remaining land to have the commercial tax base that some metroplex cities have, however Rowlett
has its own sense of uniqueness that, combined with the advantages of Lake Ray Hubbard, PGBT
and DART light-rail, can lead to a diversity that can be strategically planned.

We CAN be different...and we must dare to BE different!

EVALUATE CURRENT PARKS
AND STREETS MAINTENANCE
EFFORTS TO ESTABLISH
THE LEVEL OF EFFORT
NECESSARY TO MEET THE
COMMUNITY’S PREVAILING
STANDARDS FOR AMENITIES
AND INFRASTRUCTURE.
IMPROVE AND ENHANCE
TECHNOLOGY TO MEET
CUSTOMER NEEDS.

EVALUATE THE REPLACEMENT
OF OBSOLETE VEHICLES AND
EQUIPMENT

MOSQUITO SEASON IS HERE (CONT. FROM PAGE 1)

Use the Four D’s to Protect Against West Nile Virus
MOSQUITO PROOF. FOLLOW THE FOUR D’S
REMEMBER, THE BEST OFFENSE IS A GOOD
D-FENSE!

1

D RAIN
Inspect property for standing water

→

Regularly inspect and clean roof
gutters (water can pool in debris).

→

Dump water from the collection dishes
placed beneath potted plants.

→
→

Change the water in birdbaths and pet
dishes daily to avoid creating an ideal
mosquito breeding ground.
Upend wheelbarrows, buckets, tires,
cans and other outdoor containers,
they may catch and hold water for
several days.

2
3
4

D RESS
Wear long, loose and lightcolored clothing to avoid
mosquito bites when outside.

D EET
Use insect repellent products with
“DEET” or other EPA approved
repellents and follow product
instructions.

D USK & DAWN
Stay indoors during dusk
and dawn hours—when
mosquitoes are most active.

What if a Mosquito Tests
Positive for WNV?
Dallas County will
perform Mosquito
Ground Spraying

WHAT IS DALLAS COUNTY DOING?
Test
Dallas County Health officials are working
with the City of Rowlett to minimize the
risk of residents of contracting mosquito
borne diseases. Dallas County uses an

Integrated Mosquito Management (IMM)
program to abate mosquito populations.
IMM uses various techniques that include
the following tools:

In Rowlett, mosquito testing occurs
on Wednesdays.

Results
The City will be notified of results

Surveillance – The collection of mosquitoes to determine the location, species, quantity

by 10:00 A.M. on Friday.

and virus potential.

Source Reduction – Remove water sources that support mosquito breeding habitats.

Notify
If positive mosquitoes are present,

Larvicide – The use of EPA approved products to kill

the City will notify residents of the

mosquito larvae in standing water or stocking water with
mosquitofish.

affected area through Blackboard

Adulticide – The spraying of EPA approved products
from trucks and planes to reduce mosquito populations.
The pesticides that can be used for mosquito control have
been judged by the EPA not to pose an unreasonable risk to
human health.

Connect messages and
information on the City’s website,
www.rowlett.com.

Spray
Ground spraying of
the zone will occur at

Ensure YOU receive ground spraying notifications,
sign up for Blackboard Connect today!

dusk the same evening (weather
permitting).

Once a Week Landscape Watering in Effect

North Texas Municipal Water District
Continues Stage 3 Water Restrictions
DESPITE RECENT
RAINFALL, CRITICALLY
LOW LAKE LEVELS
CONTINUE

The goal of Stage 3 is a
10% reduction in water use
and increased awareness in
ongoing water conservation
efforts. Officials with the
NTMWD applaud the efforts
of residential and business
customers for achieving
more than the reduction
goal for the month of June.
In fact, consumers within
the NTMWD’s service area
reduced water usage 7.8%

more than the goal.
As of July 23, Lake Lavon’s

“We appreciate the efforts
to conserve this precious
resource. Once per week
landscape watering, if
needed, is the key to
continuing to meet our
10% reduction goal. ”
Jim Parks
Executive Director of NTMWD
elevation was down 8.5 feet.
Lake Chapman, another

WHEN CAN I WATER?
Landscape watering is allowed once every
seven days based on the last number of the
physical address.
No landscape watering is allowed between
10:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M.

Exceptions to this Schedule

1

Foundations, new landscaping,
new plantings (first year) of
shrubs, and trees may be watered
for up to 2 hours on any day by
a hand-held hose, a soaker hose,
or a dedicated zone using a drip/
bubbler irrigation system.

2

Registered and properly
functioning ET/Smart irrigation
systems and drip/bubbler
irrigation systems may irrigate
without restrictions.

3
4
5

Golf courses, using NTMWD
water, may water greens and tee
boxes without restrictions.
Locations using other water
sources such as well water,
water reuse, or reclaimed water
for irrigation may irrigate
without restrictions.
Public athletic fields used for
competition may be watered
twice per week.

View the NTMWD Water Plan.
For More Information call the City of Rowlett
Action Center at 972-412-6100.

NTMWD water source was
down 9.6 feet. The water
district still cannot use water
from Lake Texoma due to
the presence of invasive
zebra mussels. Lake Texoma
normally provides 28% of
NTMWD’s total raw water
supply. A new pipeline is
being constructed to transport
water from Lake Texoma
directly to the Wylie, Texas
water treatment plant, but
will not be completed until
January 2014.

STAGE 3
RESTRICTIONS
INCLUDE:
PROHIBIT OPERATION
OF ALL ORNAMENTAL
FOUNTAINS TO THE
EXTENT THEY USE
TREATED WATER.
PROHIBIT WASHING OR
RINSING OF VEHICLES
BY HOSE EXCEPT WITH
A HOSE END CUTOFF
NOZZLE.
EXISTING SWIMMING
POOLS MAY NOT
BE DRAINED AND
REFILLED (EXCEPT
TO REPLACE NORMAL
WATER LOSS).
PROHIBIT USING WATER
IN SUCH A MANNER AS
TO ALLOW RUNOFF OR
OTHER WASTE.
PROHIBIT
HYDROSEEDING,
HYDROMULCHING, OVERSEEDING, AND
SPRIGGING.

Volunteer!

Take an Active Role in YOUR Community

Public Safety Volunteer
Opportunity

Become a Member of the
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT)

CERT Class
Saturday, August 3 and August 10
8:00 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.
The Rowlett area CERT team is actively recruiting residents to be trained in the
CERT program, which includes Disaster Medical Operations, Light Search and
Rescue and Fire Suppression following FEMA guidelines. The Rowlett Citizen
Corps Council sponsors this two-day class, which is open to the public.

Being Prepared is Everyone’s
Responsibility.
Get Ready Today!

The Rowlett CERT program is well
established and integrated into the
City of Rowlett’s Emergency Plan.
It serves an essential role in disaster
preparedness and emergency response
in the Rowlett area. During a natural
or man-made disaster, CERT teams
assist Fire and Police in doing damage
assessment, accounting for residents
and securing quick, accessible routes
into neighborhoods. Rowlett CERT is
also an essential component of large

City events, providing access and traffic
control, fire watch, courtesy patrols,
communications and information
technology services, first aid stations,
public information and education.
A course fee of $20 covers disposable
materials used in the class. For more
information or to register for the class,
visit www.RowlettCERT.com or email
CERT@rowlettcitizencorps.org.

Mark Your Calendar!

Pet Adoptathon!
Saturday, August 10
10:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Rowlett Animal Shelter
(4402 Industrial)
Reduced Adoption Fee - $25

Come find your new best friend and help your Animal Shelter
maintain its current live release rate of 93%! This is well above
the national rate of 30% thanks to Rowlett residents’ willingness to
open their hearts and homes to all the wonderful pets available at
the shelter.
Low-cost vaccinations and a microchip clinic will run from 2-4 pm.
For $20.00 citizens can ensure lost pets find their way home again!

Citizens Fire
Academy
Register Now!
Rowlett Fire Rescue
Kicks Off the Fall
Session on Thursday,
September 26
Each fall, Rowlett Fire Rescue offers a free eight-week Citizen’s
Fire Academy. The class offers adults in the Rowlett community an
interactive, in-depth, insider’s view of the services provided by the
City of Rowlett Fire Rescue Department. Participants receive fire
safety education, fire safety training for both the home and the work
place and hands-on experience in emergency operations.
The class culminates in a “burn day” where participants don Fire
Rescue gear and put out a fire at the Garland Fire Department’s
training facility on SH 66. Come join the fun, make new friends and
enjoy the experience of a lifetime.
For more information please call 972-412-6230.

Camp Rowlett at the Library
The Summer Fun for Everyone Continues!
RONALD McDONALD

PAWS FOR READING THERAPY DOGS

Saturday, August 3
2:00 – 4:00 P.M.

Saturday, August 24
2:00 – 4:00 P.M.

Ronald McDonald will
entertain with magic, puppets
and more! He talks about the
importance of reading and
taking care of Library books.

The Library has gone to the dogs! T. Cappel of “Four Paws Up”
brings her therapy dogs once a month, beginning in August. The
dogs are trained to sit quietly and be read to by students who have
challenges in reading aloud. The program is designed to provide a
more relaxed and non-judgmental atmosphere for readers to build
confidence and overcome self-esteem issues.

MOBILE DAIRY
Saturday, August 17
10:00 – 11:00 A.M.

Celebrate Dr. Who
Saturday, August 31
2:00 – 4:00 P.M.

Come to the Library and
experience a real dairy cow.
Learn about the importance
of dairy products and enjoy a
free ice cream sandwich!

The Doctor is the title character and the protagonist of the
long-running BBC television science fiction series, and has also
featured in two feature films and one made-for-television movie,
as well as a vast range of spin-off novels, audio dramas and
comic strips connected to the series. Celebrate with crafts, games
and prizes. Costumes welcome, get your picture taken with our
special guests!

Diary of a Wimpy Kid

Library Camp!
Summer Events just for tweens
Percy Jackson!

One Direction

Friday, August 2
2:00 – 4:00 P.M.
Celebrate the Percy Jackson
and the Olympians books with
trivia games, contests and by
playing a Monopoly game
based on the books. Free, 12
and under.

Friday, August 9
2:00 – 4:00 P.M.
Celebrate musical sensation One
Direction. This boy band is hugely
popular, and a 3-D movie of their
performances will be released in August.
One more party at the Library before
school starts! Free, 12 and under.

Friday, August 16
2:00 – 4:00 P.M.
This program will explore
the Wimpy Kid series and
others that discuss the
perilous life of grade school
kids. Skills will be taught,
such as Lunch Room Alleged
Food Substances Detection,
Proper Back Pack Carrying
Procedures, Coloring Within
the Lines, and Diorama
Dramas. Free, 12 and under.

Camp Rowlett Story Time!
Summer Stories for babies, toddlers and preschoolers
WALKING BABY STORY TIME

PRESCHOOL STORY TIME

STORY TIME AT McDONALD’S

Every Monday @ 10:30 A.M.

Every Friday
10:30 A.M.

Second Tuesday of each Month:
Highway 66 & Rowlett Road location
Fourth Tuesday of each Month:
Highway 66 near Dalrock location
10:30 A.M.

LAPSIT BABY STORY TIME
An interactive story time between baby
and caregiver, which includes board
books, songs, nursery rhymes, baby
sign language, peekaboo, bubbles and
parachute play.
August 5 - My Teddy Bear
August 12 - Things With Wings
August 19 - Visit the Country
August 26 - No Story Time

Ages 3 years and older
Continue your child’s introduction to
letters and words through stories, books,
rhymes, music and marching and much
more!
August 2 - Traveling
August 9 - Summer Fun
August 16 - Turtle Time
August 23 - In the Sky
August 30 - No Story Time

TODDLER STORY TIME

BILINGUAL STORY TIME

Every Wednesday @ 10:30 A.M.

Third Tuesday of each Month
10:30 A.M.

Every Monday @ 11:30 A.M.

August 7 - Fairy Tales
August 14 - Moo! Cow
August 21 - It’s Hot!
August 28 - Texas is Cool!

Books and songs in Spanish and English
help young readers to communicate in both
languages.

Books, songs, action rhymes, crafts and
more!

Arts & Humanities Commission

Categories

Annual Photography Contest
2013 Theme – “America the Beautiful”
Are you an Ansel Adams afficianado?
Do you look at daily life as if through a
lens? Do you have more photo albums
than books in your home? Is your family
tired of pulling over to the side of the road
every time you leave the house so you can
jump out and “get that shot”?
Then here is your chance to prove that
you have what it takes - enter the Arts &
Humanities Photography Contest!
Entries will be accepted at the Rowlett
Public Library on Saturday, September 7
from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon and will
remain on display through October 12.
For complete rules and more information
please visit the Arts & Humanities page of
www.rowlett.com.

People
children, students, politicians, citizens,
family, etc.
Places
lake, library, community center,
buildings, DART, Bush Turnpike, etc.
Things
boats, automobiles, artwork, nature,
bridges, etc.

Guidelines
No more than 3 entries per person.
Photos must have been taken within
one year of contest deadline.
Entries must be 8” x 10” - ONLY.
Entries should be matted on black –
NO FRAMED PHOTOS ACCEPTED.
Entries may be color or black and
white.

Prizes
It is the goal of the Arts & Humanities Commission to
encourage appreciation of, and participation in, the arts in
the City of Rowlett!

$100 - First Place in each category
$150 - Best in Show
Awards will be presented at the City
Council meeting on Tuesday, October 15.

ROWLETT LIBRARY OFFERS TECH ASSISTANCE!
Technology Education Series
Free monthly class to educate Rowlett
residents on the various ways technology can
save us time, money and generally make our
lives easier!

eBooks at the
Library
Rowlett Library
Tue, August 6 @ 6:30 P.M.
Fri, August 23 @ 10:30 A.M.

Did you know you can check out eBooks, for free, at the
library? With a service called Overdrive, you can! Learn
how to download and use Overdrive and get the most out
of those Kindles, Nooks and tablets. Free for adults.

The library is now offering FREE one-on-one
sessions to help you get the most from your
computers and personal devices such as cell
phones or tablets.

One-on-One
Tech Help
Every Friday
Rowlett Library
Flexible times
Two 30 minute sessions are available every Friday for
reservation. Contact Technical Services Supervisor Phil
Barott at 972-412-6161 or via email. Reservations are on
a first come first served basis, so call today!

Have Fun this Summer!
Rowlett Parks & Recreation Summer “Camps”
The Parks and Recreation
Department has a “camp” for every
child.

Kids will learn, have fun, stay active and make new friends!
For more information or to register call 972-412-6170 or visit
www.rowlett.com!

LEGO PRE-ENGINEER CAMP

YOUNG REMBRANDTS AFRICAN SAFARI

Monday – Friday, August 5-9
9:00 A.M. – Noon, Ages 5-7
1:00 – 4:00 P.M., Ages 8-12
$170

August 5-9
2:00 - 3:00 P.M.
Ages 6-12

Imaginations run wild with over 100,000
pieces of LEGO! In this fun-filled, creative
camp kids learn building techniques that help
make their ideas a reality under the guidance
of an experienced Play-Well TEKnologies
instructor.

SOAR Day Camp

Children will explore the exciting land and many animals that inhabit Africa.
In five days we will draw a variety of animals in various scenes with different
media. To keep things exciting, we will explore the African Safari through the
fun technique of cartoon as well! We will even challenge your artistic talents by
creating two large scenes – one in a graphic style filled with a variety of animals
and another focusing on the twists and turns of an African snake completed with
pastel chalks.

Monday – Friday
Through August 16
7:30 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.
Ages 11-14, $15 per day

Manic Monday

Tidal Wave Thursday

Teamwork activities with themes
such as “Survivor”, “Surf’s Up”,
“Amazing Race” and others are
featured.

Water is the name of the game! Kids
cool down from the hot Texas heat
with a day full of wacky wild water
fun!

RookieTuesday

Fantastic Fun Friday

Kids will play basketball, flag
football, soccer, volleyball,
pickleball, Frisbee, golf and more!

Prepare for adventure, challenges,
laughter and teamwork on Fun
Friday.

Drop the kids off at the Rowlett
Community Centre where Parks
and Recreation staff provides
entertaining, educational, themedbased fun to keep them up and
moving all day long.

Dive in!

The Wet Zone, Rowlett’s Family Water Park
Get wet and have a great time at the “cool” events before summer is over!
Angel Swim
First Saturday of the Month
8:30 – 10:30 A.M.
This swim time is specifically set aside for those with special
needs and their families. Play, swim and enjoy the Wet Zone
without all the crowds!

Flick ‘n Float
Friday, August 2 - The Lorax
8:30 – 10:30 P.M.
Enjoy a movie from the comfort of lawn chairs or floats!
Free with your daily admission or $6 after 7:00 P.M.
SEASON PASSHOLDER APPRECIATION PARTY!
Saturday, August 10
Saturday, August 17
9:00 – 11:00 A.M.
Join Haley the Hippo as we celebrate our 2013 Season Pass
holders! We are opening the park just for you, so come out
and enjoy free snow cones and a morning of fun and games.

BOGO DAYS
Monday, August 12
Wednesday, August 14
Thursday, August 15
Purchase one admission and receive the second admission
for FREE in celebration of the last week the park is open.
Bring a friend and enjoy before summer ends and school is
back in session!
BACK TO SCHOOL SPLASH BASH
Friday, August 16
It’s the last weekday before school starts…ho hum. No
worries, the Wet Zone is supplying one last day of fun and
games before getting back to the grind! Kids can win cool
new school supplies to start the new year off right! Park will
be open all day but contests will take place between 1:004:00pm.

Annual Pooch Plunge!
Sunday, August 18
4:00 – 7:00 P.M.
$5 per dog, humans get in free
It’s time to “let the dogs out”! Join Wet Zone and the
Friends of Rowlett Animals for a doggie swim day. Fun
games and contests for both dogs and their owners!

Construction Corner
Monthly Public Works Update

Larry Street Reconstruction
is part of the downtown
revitalization efforts. Funding
to construct concrete streets,
sidewalks and add storm
sewers has been provided by a
Community Development Block
Grant (CDGB) program through
the Federal Government.

Larry Street before...

Included in the CDBG projects are Dennis Street,
Oliver Street, Christine Street, Delia Street, Larry
Street and Commerce Street. The final project
in the series is Larry Street from Rowlett Road
east to the end of the current roadway, and the
remaining portion of Commerce Street from Delia
Street to Larry Street.

pipe, replaced the existing sanitary sewer
line, added underground storm sewer
piping with inlets, replaced asphalt streets
with concrete paving with curb and gutter,
and added 5 foot sidewalks on both sides
of the street.

The Larry Street/Commerce Street project
replaced aging water lines with new PVC water

The construction of the new water and
sanitary sewer system is 100% complete.

and Larry Street today!
All of the drainage improvements
associated with this project have been
completed and all of the main lanes
have been paved. All of the proposed
sidewalks and ramps have been
constructed. Remaining driveway
approaches and sidewalk retaining walls
are currently under construction. This
project is currently 90% complete.

Merritt/Liberty Grove Road
Interconnector
Merritt Road is a CIP being built
as an interconnector for the
PGBT. It will be the northern
gateway into the City and serve
the future development of the
City’s North Shore District.
The original contract amount
for the project is $12.7 million
with 80% of the roadway funding
being provided from the Regional
Tollway Revenue Fund.
The completed roadway will be configured
as 4-lane divided pavement with the median
landscaping functioning as an environmentally
friendly storm water conveyance. The new water
system associated with this project, replacing
the aging system in this quadrant of the City, is
now 100% complete and in service. The sanitary
sewer line is 100% complete from the south end
of the project north to Castle Road. This line will
provide City sewer service to the residents south
of Castle to the PGBT. The proposed installation

of the drainage system has begun and
is 80% complete. All of these integral
upgrades to the City’s infrastructure will
provide the capabilities to provide more
than adequate service for the anticipated
growth that will come with the PGBT.
Merritt Road now has two-way traffic on
the new pavement along the southbound
main lane. Motorists will now travel
this route as part of the new Merritt
Road re-configuration. Both Castle and
westbound Hickox have been re-opened

while eastbound Hickox remains closed
to allow for the final construction of the
intersection. This closure should last four
to six weeks, weather permitting.

The overall project is currently 80%
complete and ahead of schedule.

cont. on page 11

Construction Corner (cont.)
2009-2011 Alley
Reconstruction Project
$2.4 million Capital
Improvement Project to
replace the pavement in 22
alleys as well as make storm
drainage improvements.
The project, began in July 2011, is complete
and under budget at $2.1 million.

Lynwood/Miller alley.

Woodglen alley.

The City added an additional four alleys for
RKM, the City’s contractor. The Lynnwood/
Miller alley is currently being constructed.
All of the drainage improvements are 100%
complete. The Inwood/Dalrock alley is

100% paved and all of the drainage
improvements have been completed.
The Woodglen alley is 100% paved and

all of the drainage improvements have
been completed. Substantial completion
has been submitted.

Kyle Road Drainage and
Paving Improvements
The $658,000 project included
the extension of the existing
culverts under Kyle Road, the
addition of a culvert, widening
of the roadway and replacing
aging water and sanitary
sewer pipe lines. Kyle Road
is complete and opened to all
public travel on June 20, 2013.

Kyle Road before...

...and Kyle Road today!

Rowlett on the Move Monthly Newsletter

Click on Notify Me at www.rowlett.com to
have City news delivered right to your inbox!

Enjoy all the news, information, calendar of events and helpful
crime and safety tips provided in this publication each and
every month. Subscribe today and never miss an issue!

this month’s success story
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper. Et iusto odio
dignissim qui erat plurius blandit praesent dolor luptatum zzril delenit augue duis
dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit,
sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation
ullamcorper te suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex
ea commodo consequat. Lorem ipsum
dolo sit amet, consectetuer
adipiscing elit.

City Calendar

August
4

5

6
eBooks
6:30pm @
Library

1

2
One-on-One Tech
Help @ Library
Percy Jackson
2-4 pm @ Library

3
CERT Class
8am-6pm
Ronald
McDonald 2-4 pm @
Library

7

8

9
One-on-One Tech
Help @ Library
One Direction
2-4 pm @ Library
Flick ‘n Float
8:30pm @ Wet
Zone

10
CERT Class
8am-6pm
Pet Adoptathon
10am-5pm @
Animal Shelter
Season Passholder
Day @ Wet Zone

14
BOGO Day @
Wet Zone

15
BOGO Day @
Wet Zone

16
Back to School
Splash Bash @
Wet Zone
One-on-One Tech
Help @ Library
Wimpy Kid
2-4 pm @ Library

17
Mobile Dairy
10-11am@ Library

City Council
Meeting
7:30 pm
11

12
BOGO Day @
Wet Zone

13

Planning &
Zoning Meeting
7:30 pm
18
Pooch Plunge
@ Wet Zone

19

20

21

22

23
eBooks
10:30am @ Library
One-on-One Tech
Help @ Library

24
Paws for Reading
Therapy Dogs
2-4 pm @ Library

27
28
Planning &
Zoning Meeting
7:30 pm

29

30

31
Celebrate Dr. Who
2-4 pm @ Library

City Council
Meeting
7:30 pm
25

(972) 412-6100

26

Season Passholder
Day @ Wet Zone

City of Rowlett
4000 Main Street
Rowlett, TX 75088

www.rowlett.com

